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1 
 

MAY IT PLEASE THE PANEL: 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to respectfully request an extension to the filing 

of some evidence for the Natural and Cultural Heritage Hearing, which is due today 

at 5:00pm. 

 

2. The Christchurch City Council (Council) had previously sought to amend the 

timetable for topics 9.3 (Historic Heritage) and 9.4 (Significant Trees) of the Natural 

and Cultural Heritage Hearing, for the reasons set out in the Council's application of 

27 November 2015.  As recorded in the Panel's Minute of 27 November 2015 the 

application was declined in so far as it related to an amendment to the timetable for 

the evidence exchange and hearing for all witnesses in relation to Topics 9.3 and 

9.4, however an extension was granted for the planning evidence for those two 

topics. 

 

3. The Council is grateful for the Panel's flexibility (and consequentially submitters' 

flexibility) as to the timeframes for the planning evidence for those two topics.   

 

4. The Council has been committed to meeting the deadline of 5:00pm today to file all 

evidence for the Natural and Cultural Heritage Hearing, however it is becoming 

increasingly clear that not all briefs will be able to be filed at that time.  Therefore, 

counsel for the Council respectfully seeks leave of an extension until 4:00pm 

Thursday 3 December for the following briefs of evidence: 

 

(a) Jackie Gillies (Conservation Architect – evidence for Topic 9.3) 

(b) Gavin Stanley (Quantity Surveyor - evidence for Topic 9.3) 

(c) Andrew Marriott (Structural Engineer - evidence for Topic 9.3) 

(d) Jenny May (Architectural Historian - evidence for Topic 9.3) 

(e) Jenny Moore (Landscape Architect - evidence for Topic 9.4 

Significant Trees); 

(f) Doug Fairgray (Economic - overview evidence for the entire 

Proposal). 

 

5. The reason for seeking the extension in relation to (a)-(e) above is that these 

witnesses have needed to liaise with the planning witness for topics 9.3 and 9.4 in 



 

 

preparation of their evidence.  With the absence of the planning witness during the 

past week it has been difficult for those witnesses to progress their evidence and 

further time would be of significant assistance so that their evidence can be 

provided in greater detail.  In addition, the recent receipt of engineering information 

has delayed preparation of the evidence for (a)-(d) above, which is interrelated.  In 

relation to (f), a bereavement has been experienced over the past week in relation 

to a close family member of the witness. 

 

6. The remainder of the briefs of evidence for this hearing will be filed today, however 

realistically, it is likely some of those briefs will not be filed by the 5:00pm deadline 

for the same reasons in paragraph 5 above, and on the basis that legal resources 

have been required to be re-allocated to allow more support for witnesses providing 

evidence for topics 9.3 and 9.4 (which has resulted in resources being reduced for 

Topics 9.1 and 9.2 and the overview evidence).  Given the volume of evidence, it is 

anticipated that several e-mails will be required to file and serve all of the evidence. 

The Council intends to file the majority of the briefs of evidence by 5:00pm, with 

further filing and service of evidence this evening when additional briefs are 

finalised.  Therefore the Council respectfully seeks leave to file some briefs of 

evidence after 5:00pm today, but as soon as possible thereafter.   

 

7. The Council considers that the extension requested in paragraph 4 would not lead 

to unreasonable prejudice for submitters filing their evidence, which is due on 10 

December 2015, and therefore does not seek an extension to the remainder of the 

evidence exchange timetable.  However, should a submitter wish to seek an 

extension, the Council would not oppose the equivalent extension (ie 4:00pm 

11 December 2015) should the Panel be minded to grant this.  With regard to the 

extension sought in paragraph 6, the Council considers no equivalent extension for 

submitters would be necessary, although the Council will abide by any decision of 

the Panel as to this matter. 

 

DATED 2 December 2015 
 

__________________________________ 

M G Conway 

Counsel for Christchurch City Council 


