
 

 

APPENDIX A - EXCEPTIONAL TREES ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – GROUPS OF TREES 

 

Address_____________________________________________________ Tree Species 

___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 

Criteria Sub-criteria Description Notes 

Stature Size of group Height and width  

 Canopy Good shape?  Balanced?   Areas missing 

or deformed? 

 

 Root system Root area of the trees free from 

modification or damage? 

 

Visibility of 

group 

 Visual feature or landmark?  From which 

viewpoints can it be seen? 

 

Role in 

Setting 

 What would be the impact if the group 

were removed or reduced? 

How do the trees contribute to the 

character of the site? 

Do they contribute to the setting? 

Do they have an association with a 

tradition? 

Is the purpose to enhance or conceal a 

view? 

Do they provide wildlife habitat or 

contribute to a green corridor? 

Do they lend serenity to an urban 

environment? 

 

Climatic 

influence 

 Does it provide shade, shelter, 

temperature control?  Does it cool the 

air, modify wind turbulence, act as a 

windbreak, intercept rain? 

 

Additional 

Criteria 

   

Native, 

Exotic or 

   



 

 

Mix 

Significance Local  10  

 Christchurch 30  

 South Island 50  

 National  70  

 International 90  

Note from Ron Flook: It is vital when evaluating a tree that each of the criteria is assessed completely separately.  For 

example, you should not be thinking about the visibility of a tree when assessing the proximity of other trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

APPENDIX B - EXAMPLES OF CONSULTATION PLANS USED IN THE "HAVE YOUR SAY" 

CONSULTATION PROCESS 

Consultation plan showing trees proposed for removal, retention and replacement in a street 

environment

 

Consultation plan showing trees proposed for removal, retention, replacement in a park environment 



 

 

APPENDIX C - EXAMPLE OF A REPORT SUBMITTED TO THE CITY ARBORIST RECOMMENDING 

EXCEPTIONAL TREE STATUS 

 

Exceptional Tree T264 ID 3642 

Address:  71 Papanui Road 

  

Tree Species:  Juglans regia, common walnut 

 

Native or Exotic:  Exotic 

 

 

 

Criteria Assessment 

Context The tree is located on the property of St Margaret’s College.  It is in a 

corner area of the school grounds that backs onto residential 

properties.  Over the years the school has expanded into surrounding 

properties so it is quite possible that this tree was originally in a 

domestic garden. 

Role in Setting The tree was probably originally planted for the nuts it produces for 

domestic use.  In its current setting it provides a significant source of 

greenery and vegetation that the surrounding grounds lack.  It also 

adds to the character of the site, a sense of permanence and time past.  

It has  significant presence in the space it occupies on its own in the 

school grounds.  It is a well known tree and respected throughout the 

school. 

Stature H 15.5 x H 29 

The tree has a natural, well balanced dome shape. 

Visibility of tree It is visible within the part of the school where it is located and to the 

surrounding properties.  It is well known throughout the school. 



 

 

Proximity of other trees There are no other large trees in its vicinity, it has its own space and 

presence. 

Climatic influence It provides the only natural shade in the area and provides shelter from 

southerly weather to the surrounding properties. 

Exceptional Significance South Island (50) due to its size and form 

Summary The tree provides a source of mature vegetation to the grounds and 

surrounding properties.  It is well known throughout the school and 

has a significant presence, if removed it would leave a bare open space 

surrounded by an unattractive timber fence and low rise buildings. 

Recommendation This tree be classified as exceptional. 

 

 

 

 


