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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 My full name is Dr Trevor Royce Partridge.  I hold the position of Botanist at 

Christchurch City Council. I have been in this position since May 2006. 

 

1.2 I hold a BSc(Hons) and a PhD both in Botany from University of Otago.  I have 

22 years’ experience in Science Research, four years in Ecological 

Consultancy, and nine years in ecological planning. I am also a member of 

The International Association of Vegetation Scientists and New Zealand 

Ecological Society 

 

1.3 As part of my role at the Christchurch City Council (Council), I have been 

asked to provide evidence in relation to the botanical aspects of the 

assessment criteria for native trees, and the application of these criteria 

especially to the kowhai trees at the Templeton Golf Course.  

 

1.4 I have been providing the Council with my expertise in relation to botanical 

values of native and exotic trees since 2006, including assessment information 

that has been used as part of the proposed District Plan Review process. I 

aided the City Arborist, Mr Shane Moohan in the development of criteria 

involving  the concepts of botanical values in the tree assessment system. 

 

1.5 I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained 

in the Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I agree to comply with it. 

I confirm that I have considered all the material facts that I am aware of that 

might alter or detract from the opinions that I express, and that this evidence is 

within my area of expertise.  

 

2. SCOPE 

 

2.1 The scope of my evidence is limited to aspects of botanical assessment 

criteria, and the application of such criteria in relation to the kowhai trees at 

Templeton Golf Course. 

 

3. OUTCOMES OF MEDIATION / CAUCUSING  

 

3.1 The topic of the kowhai trees at Templeton Golf Course was addressed both at 

Expert Conferencing on 9 November 2015 and at Mediation on 24 November 
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2015.  No agreement was reached about the manner of protection of these 

trees. 

 

4. BOTANICAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 

4.1 Botanical criteria differ considerably from Arboricultural criteria, as they are 

based upon the species rather than the individual. For native species this is 

based predominantly on rarity, either on a local or national scale (Threatened 

Species). It also involves whether the plants are isolated remnants of original 

indigenous vegetation, so incorporates the age of the trees. For exotic 

species, botanical values are mostly based upon age and international threat 

status (IUCN). Such criteria do not include human cultural values, and these 

need to be considered separately.  

 

4.2 The application of such botanical criteria has been a part of all tree 

assessments undertaken as a component of the usual assessment 

methodology. My role was to supply information on such botanical criteria. 

Many native trees were not included in the assessment process however, 

mostly because they occur as part of indigenous vegetation and are protected 

by the status of such sites as Significant Ecological Sites. There are, however, 

cases where native trees are remnants of original indigenous vegetation, but  

exist today as scattered individuals in a partly or completely modified 

vegetation matrix. One such example is the scattered kowhai trees (mostly 

Sophora microphylla) at Templeton Golf Course. 

 

 Kowhai Trees at Templeton Golf Course 

 

4.3 These kowhai trees at Templeton Golf Course are the last woody component 

of dry savannah grassland at this site. Such vegetation was once abundant on 

the driest areas of the Canterbury Plains along with dryland kanuka (Kunzea 

serotina) dry forest. Land conversion has resulted in virtually all these original 

areas being lost and the last remnants have considerable botanical value, 

even though they are highly modified. The savannah grassland herbaceous 

component of the vegetation has suffered an even greater decline and today 

only the tiniest remnants remain. 

 

4.4 The kowhai trees are also protected by this site being a Significant Ecological 

Site. This gives them protection as a component of the indigenous vegetation 
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at the site. Other witnesses will discuss the inclusion of the site as a Significant 

Ecological Site, and the protection that affords. In my opinion, their listing as 

individual trees is justified on a number of grounds. These are highly important 

trees, very much the equivalent of the kahikateas of Riccarton Bush, which 

also have multiple protection. They are scattered individuals with little 

connectivity (above the ground at least), so need to be considered as 

individuals and managed as such as well as being remnants of the original 

vegetation. They represent the last major component of a highly depleted 

vegetation, the herbaceous components of which it could be more readily 

argued are of low value, so such an argument places the trees at greater risk. 

 

 

  

 

Dr Trevor Royce Partridge 
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