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MAY IT PLEASE THE PANEL: 

 

1. This memorandum is filed on behalf of the Christchurch City Council (Council) 

in response to the Minute of the Panel dated 22 February 2016 regarding 

Topics 9.1-9.5 of the Natural and Cultural Heritage Proposal (Minute).  

 

2. This memorandum addresses matters raised in relation to Topic 9.3: Historic 

Heritage and Topic 9.4: Significant Trees.  It also addresses the Council’s 

proposal for the steps required to conclude the hearing on Topic 9.1: 

Indigenous Biodiversity. 

 

3. The Council wishes to engage in further mediation with the relevant parties in 

accordance with the directions in the Minute.  The Council will confer with the 

Secretariat and Mr Mills to confirm the timetable and other arrangements for 

mediation.  

 

4. The Council also considers that facilitated mediation for Topic 9.4: Significant 

Trees would be useful, and a formal request for such mediation is included 

below.  

 

TOPIC 9.1: INDIGENOUS BIODIVERSITY 

 

5. Mediation on this topic has been both constructive and productive.  The 

mediation report prepared following the 28-29 January 2016 mediation sets out 

responses to the questions raised in the Panel’s 26 January 2016 minute as 

well as other key matters discussed at that mediation.  The 24-25 February 

2016 mediation focused on matters of drafting, and significant progress has 

been made with respect to the provisions.   

 

6. While not all matters have been resolved, the Council anticipates that, by the 

time closings are filed, the provisions will reflect a substantial degree of 

agreement between the mediation participants, with reduced and clearly 

defined points of disagreement.   
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7. At the conclusion of mediation on 25 February 2016, the Council signalled that 

it would propose a timetable to conclude the hearing, and discussed that 

timetable in general terms.  That proposed timetable is set out below, and the 

Council respectfully requests its confirmation by the Panel: 

 

(a) By 11 March 2016 – Council to update the provisions to reflect the 

matters agreed at mediation and the Council’s position on the matters 

that are not agreed, and circulate a draft revised proposal to the 

mediation participants. 

 

(b) By 18 March 2016 – mediation participants to provide Council with 

any corrections and clarifications in relation to the provisions, as well 

as confirmation of which provisions are agreed by those participants 

and which provisions are not. 

 

(c) By 24 March 2016 – Council to file a revised proposal with the Panel, 

identifying provisions about which there is a known disagreement. 

 

(d) By 7 April 2016 – submitters to file written closings. 

 

(e) By 14 April 2016 – Council to file written closing. 

 

TOPIC 9.3: HISTORIC HERITAGE 

 

Application to adduce supplementary evidence  

 

Interiors  

 

8. In accordance with the directions at paragraph 98 of the Minute, the Council 

seeks leave to adduce supplementary evidence for the purpose of specifying 

interior heritage fabric of specified scheduled buildings. 

 

9. In light of the Notified Proposal's approach of not listing all interior heritage 

fabric, a comprehensive list of that fabric is not currently available and it is 

estimated that 18 months would be required to carry out a comprehensive 

assessment of the heritage buildings in the proposed schedule (approximately 

670 buildings) for the purpose of identifying specific key features to itemise in 
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the Plan.  The Council recognises that such an exercise would be outside the 

timeframe of this hearings process.  

 

10. Instead, the Council seeks leave to file evidence by 29 April 2016 specifying 

the interior heritage fabric of the scheduled heritage buildings where existing 

information about interior features is already available to the Council.  For 

approximately one quarter of the scheduled heritage buildings, information on 

heritage interiors is already contained within the buildings' statements of 

significance.  For a further approximately 100 scheduled heritage buildings, the 

Council has identified existing information held in Council files about heritage 

interior fabric.  The owners of all of these buildings were sent copies of the 

relevant statements of significance as part of the pRDP process in May 2015. 

 

11. Within the two month period sought for preparing evidence specifying the 

interior heritage fabric of the buildings noted above, the Council would write to 

the owners of the approximately 100 buildings where there is available 

information outside the statement of significance, and invite comment from the 

owners about the correctness of the list of identified interior fabric.  Any 

comments received from those owners could then be considered in preparing 

the Council's supplementary evidence.  The Council would also write to the 

owners of the scheduled heritage buildings where information on heritage 

interiors is already contained within the buildings' statements of significance, 

updating them about the pRDP process.   

 

Barrington Park stone gates and Coronation hall  

 

12. The Council seeks leave to adduce supplementary evidence as to its 

investigation for any listing of Barrington Park stone gates and Coronation Hall.   

 

13. Following further research and assessment that is being carried out at present, 

and engagement with the relevant submitter, the Council intends to provide 

heritage evidence on these two places, including conclusions on whether they 

meet the threshold for listing.  The Council also intends to provide completed 

Statements of Significance and heritage aerial maps to show the extent of the 

heritage item and setting, where relevant.  

 

14. The Council respectfully seeks leave to file this evidence by 29 April 2016 to 

allow time for the above process and evidence preparation.  
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Resourcing 

 

15. The work described above in relation to heritage interiors and the Barrington 

Park stone gates and Coronation Hall would be carried out by the Council's 

heritage team and peer reviewed by external peer reviewers in line with the 

process that has been adopted for the previous heritage assessment work as 

part of the pRDP programme. 

 

Site Specific matters 

 

16. The Panel expressed its preliminary views on site specific matters, including 

heritage listings, at paragraphs 62-81 of the Minute.  The Council has indicated 

its position on certain listings in its memorandum dated 15 February 2016 and 

in evidence.  The Council is open to discussing any site specific matters further 

at facilitated mediation. 

 

Procedural matters 

 

17. Subject to the outcome of mediation, the Council considers it may be 

appropriate, in the interests of fairness and for the Panel's assistance, for the 

Council and submitters to have an opportunity to file evidence in response to 

the independent planner's report following its release.  This would allow 

witnesses to confirm their views on the matters addressed in the report, and 

explain the reasons for those views.  The Council respectfully seeks leave to 

revisit this matter and associated timetabling after the completion of mediation.   

 

TOPIC 9.4: SIGNIFICANT TREES   

 

Request for facilitated mediation on Topic 9.4:Significant Trees 

 

18. At paragraph 96 of the Minute, the Panel has invited requests for facilitated 

mediation on other topics.  The Council considers it would be useful to have 

further facilitated mediation on Topic 9.4: Significant Trees, focusing in 

particular on the matters raised in the Minute, and requests this accordingly.  

The Council considers one day would be required for facilitated mediation on 

this topic, and proposes this take place on 3 March 2016.  The Council is 

conferring with the Secretariat to confirm the timetable and other arrangements 

for this proposed mediation. 
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19. The Council intends to prepare revisions to some of the provisions to assist 

with furthering those discussions at mediation.  The Council anticipates 

facilitated mediation would also be used to discuss subdivision trees, the 

definition of 'qualified arborist' and outstanding site specific matters.  

 

Supplementary evidence in relation to Topic 9.4 

 

20. In accordance with paragraph 98(i) of the Minute, the Council seeks leave to 

adduce supplementary evidence concerning Topic 9.4.  The Council 

respectfully requests leave to confirm the topics (and intended arrangements 

for engagement with interested parties where relevant) following the proposed 

mediation on Thursday 3 March, as this mediation may refine or resolve the 

matters concerned.  The Council seeks leave to confirm the topics for this 

supplementary evidence on Monday 7 March 2016. 

 

 

 

DATED this 26
th
 day of February 2016 

 

 
 
__________________________________ 

M G Conway / M J Jagusch 
Counsel for Christchurch City Council 

 
 


