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MAY IT PLEASE THE PANEL: 

 

Introduction  

 

1. In its Decision 51 Natural and Cultural Heritage (Part) – 9.5 Ngāi Tahu Values 

(and associated changes to Chapters 8 and 16 related to land at North Belfast 

and changes to other chapters and relevant definitions) (Decision 51), the 

Independent Hearings Panel (Panel) directed Christchurch City Council 

(Council) to file the following with the Secretariat by 31 October 2016:1 

 

(a) An updated zoning map for the inclusion of the Industrial 

General (North Belfast) zone;  

 

(b) A timetable for the filing of updated planning maps 

incorporating all Panel Decisions on Chapter 9 and any minor 

corrections decisions2; and 

 

(c) An updated set of aerial maps of the Sites of Ngāi Tahu 

Cultural Significance (SONTCS), showing cadastral 

boundaries, dimensions where the site does not follow a legal 

boundary, and contours.  The Panel subsequently confirmed 

an extension until 5pm, Monday 7 November 2016 for filing 

these maps.3 

 

2. This memorandum is set out as follows: 

 

(a) The Council's requested minor corrections are attached as 

Appendix A; 

 

(b) An updated zoning map for the Industrial General (North 

Belfast) zone is attached as Appendix B; and 

 

(c) A proposed timetable for the updated planning maps 

incorporating Panel decisions on Chapter 9 is provided in the 

body of this memorandum below. 

 

                                                                                                                                                
1  Decision 51 at paragraphs 251 and 249. 
2  In light of the Panel's Decisions 44 (Trees), 45 (Heritage), 46 (Hagley  Park) and 50 (Indigenous Biodiversity) 

deferring confirmation of updated planning maps. 
3  Confirmed by way of email from the Secretariat on 26 October 2016. 



 

 

 

Minor Corrections 

 

3. As the Panel is aware, it has a power under clause 16 of Schedule 3 of the 

Order in Council to make minor corrections to its decisions and proposals.  For 

ease of reference, clause 16 states: 

 

16 Minor corrections  

(1) The hearings panel may, at any time, issue an 

amendment to a decision to correct a minor mistake or 

defect in a decision of the panel. 

(2) This power includes the power to amend or correct a 

proposal, provided that the amendment or correction is 

made before the proposal becomes operative in 

accordance with clause 16 of this order. 

 

4. The Panel discussed the scope of this power in its decision to make minor 

corrections to Decision 9 Temporary Activities 6A, 6B and 6C.
4
  

 

5. Because the Panel's jurisdiction has been canvassed previously, we do not 

repeat that discussion in detail here.  In summary, clause 16 of Schedule 3 of 

the Order in Council is similar to, but not exactly the same as, clauses 16 and 

20A of Schedule 1 of the RMA.  Clauses 16 and 20A of Schedule 1 of the RMA 

use the words "minor error" rather than "minor mistake or defect".  The 

Environment Court in Re an application by Christchurch City Council
5
 said:  

 

An error is simply a mistake or inaccuracy which has crept into the plan. 

The obvious example is a spelling mistake or reference to a wrong 

paragraph number where there can be no doubt what number is 

intended. It is analogous to the use of the slip rule in other Court 

Proceedings. Thus rule 12 of the District Courts Rules 1992 make 

provisions for correction of a judgment which contains a clerical mistake 

or error arising from an accidental slip or omission. The fundamental 

principle applicable to the use of the slip rule is that it may only be used 

to correct a slip in the "expression" of a judgment not the "content". 

 

                                                                                                                                                
4  Decision to Make Minor Corrections to Decision on Temporary Activities, dated 22 October 2015, at 

paragraphs [3] to [9].  The Panel also discussed what changes of "no more than minor effect" are for the 
purposes of clause 13(6) in its Decision 9 Temporary Activities 6A, 6B and 6C at para [19] to [25].   

5  Re an application by Christchurch City Council [1996] NZEnvC 97. 



 

 

6. The Environment Court determined a change would be within clause 16 of 

Schedule 1 of the RMA if "the draftsperson seeks only to clarify what is clearly 

intended by the document and does not in any way make a change to it which 

alters its meaning".
6
 

 

7. The Council would be happy to provide further submissions on the Panel's 

jurisdiction if that would assist.  

 

Requests for corrections 

 

8. The Council respectfully requests that the Panel correct the minor errors in the 

Decision as set out in Appendix A.  Similar to previous Council applications 

for minor corrections, the corrections are to ensure consistency with other 

decisions, to assist in navigating the Plan, and to correct minor errors in the 

decision.   

 

9. Several minor corrections are needed to address a discrepancy between the 

rules for earthworks in close proximity to the base of significant and other 

trees. These corrections are set out in Appendix C to this memorandum rather 

than in Appendix A (noting that the base text for these corrections is the 

Panel’s decision text for Decision 51 - this does not include the minor 

corrections which the Council sought in its memorandum on Decision 44 dated 

7 October 2016.  The Council continues to support those amendments).  

 

10. Subject to the Panel's response to the Council's memorandum on Decision 

44 dated 7 October 2016, consequential amendments will need to be made to 

the earthworks provisions in Chapter 8.  The paragraphs below illustrate the 

nature of these amendments, and the Council would be happy to provide a 

further memorandum addressing the necessary amendments once the Panel 

has released its corrections decision in relation to Decision 44. 

 

11. Rule 8.5A.2.1 P6 permits earthworks within 5 metres of any public realm tree 

while Rule 9.4.4.3 RD6 requires a resource consent for earthworks within 10 

metres of the base of any tree in the Significant Trees area at Riccarton 

Bush.For ease of use, it is suggested that Rule 8.5A.2.1 P6 be moved into the 

significant trees sub-chapter (9.4) so that it can be read alongside other 

provisions relating to earthworks in the driplines of significant trees (such as 

                                                                                                                                                
6  At page 11. 



 

 

Rules 9.4.4.3 RD5 and RD6). Alternately, Rule 8.5A.2.1 P6 would need to be 

amended to take into consideration earthworks in the driplines of significant 

trees on private property. 

 

12. It is recommended that, rather than listing a number of exemptions at proposed 

Rule 9.4.4.1 P12 relating to earthworks when trees are felled (activity standard 

(d) in Rule 8.5A.2.1 P6), Rule 9.4.4.1 P6 should be amended to clarify that it 

also covers ancillary earthworks to public realm tree felling. This would allow 

the activity specific standards for the new rule at Rule 9.4.4.1 P12 to be 

significantly simplified.  This amendment to Rule 9.4.4.1 P6 has been shown in 

Appendix C. 

 

13. Rule 9.4.4.1 P12 has also been amended in Appendix C to clarify that it 

applies within 10 metres of the base of any tree in the Riccarton Bush 

Significant Trees area. This resolves the potential inconsistency with Rule 

9.4.4.3 RD6 (which would have permitted earthworks 0-5 metres from the tree 

but required a consent from 5-10 metres). The Council considers the risk of 

earthworks undertaken by the Riccarton Bush Trust within 10 metres of trees 

in the Significant Tree area to be low.  

 

14. A number of exemptions applied to Rule 8.5A.2.1 P6 that would potentially not 

apply if the rules were moved to sub-chapter 9.4. It is proposed to include a 

cross-reference to the exemptions in Rule 8.5A.2.1 but to note that exemption 

(a)(xii) for any earthworks undertaken by the Christchurch City Council or 

Canterbury Regional Council to maintain or upgrade their own parks or 

reserves should not apply to Rule 9.4.4.1 P12 as it would potentially lead to 

uncertainty about the status of the activity specific standards and would not be 

consistent with Rule 9.4.4.3 RD5 and RD6.  

 

15. Likewise, it is proposed to add Rule 9.4.4.3 RD8 to clarify the activity status for 

earthworks not complying with Rule 9.4.4.1 P12 and to include matters of 

discretion that cross-reference back to the earthworks rules and also include 

consideration of the impacts of the earthworks on the public realm tree.  

 

16. If the Panel accepts the minor correction proposed in the Council’s 7 October 

memo on Decision 44 and amends that decision so that Rule 9.4.4.3 RD5 also 

applies to works in the driplines of public realm trees, then further 

consideration would need to be given to avoiding potential confusion between 



 

 

RD5 and the proposed RD8. If the Panel agrees that RD5 should apply to 

public realm trees above a certain height as well as to private realm trees in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1, then RD8 would not be necessary (as long as the matters of 

discretion proposed for RD8 applied to earthworks in RD5).  

 

Updated maps – Industrial General zone (North Belfast)  

  

17. An updated zoning map for the Industrial General zone (North Belfast) is 

included as Appendix B to this memorandum. 

 

Appendices in relation to Chapter 16 Industrial  
 
18. The Council also notes that there are two minor amendments sought to 

appendices to Chapter 16 Industrial (Appendix 16.8.5.ii and Appendix 

16.8.5.iii) which are outlined in Appendix A.  As these appendices are maps, 

additional work is required to update them to reflect the suggested 

amendments.  This work is underway, and the Council will lodge these with the 

Panel as soon as possible. 

 

Proposed timetable for updated planning maps for Chapter 9 

 

19. The Council proposes the following timetable for updated planning maps for 

Chapter 9,7 incorporating Panel decisions and any minor corrections decisions 

(available at the time): 

 

(a) the Council is to serve on submitters (and provide to the 

Panel for information) updated maps for Chapter 9 by 5pm, 

Friday 4 November 2016; 

 

(b) submitters will provide any comments to the Council by 5pm, 

Monday 14 November 2016; and  

 

(c) the Council will lodge final updated planning maps for Chapter 

9 (taking into account any feedback from submitters) and a 

schedule of changes with the Panel by 5pm, Thursday 17 

November 2016. 

 

                                                                                                                                                
7  Updated planning maps for Decision 38 Coastal will also be provided for information only.  



 

 

20. For completeness, the Council notes that the maps provided to submitters and 

the Panel at each stage above, will incorporate minor corrections decisions 

available at the time provided (as well as any minor corrections memoranda 

lodged with the Panel). In the event that subsequent Panel decisions on minor 

corrections are different to what is included in the maps, the maps will need to 

be updated accordingly. 

 

21. The Council also notes that, due to the limited time available, comments 

provided by submitters after Monday 14 November 2016 may not be reflected 

in the final versions of the maps provided to the Panel.   

 

 

DATED this 31
st
 day of October 2016 

  
 

 
 

__________________________________ 
M G Conway / W M Bangma / Z W Fargher 

Counsel for Christchurch City Council 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX A8 

 

Decision 51 – 9.5 – Ngai Tahu Values  

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

Paragraph 227  
[Page 60] 
 

[227] On 30 07 September 2016, the Panel received a joint 
memorandum (‘Joint Memorandum’) … 
 

 Correct date. 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 1 (Part) - Chapter 9.5 Ngai Tahu Values 

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

9.5.3 – How to interpret and apply 
the rules 
[page 74] 

d. The rules that apply to Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga sites identified in Schedule 
9.5.6.1 are contained in the activity status tables in Rule 9.5.4, the matters of 
discretion in Rule 9.6 5.5, and in the relevant zone and/or district wide chapters.  
 

Correct reference number. 

9.5.6.1 -  
Schedule of Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi 
Taonga – Tables 1 to 4 
Seventh column ‘Cross-reference 
to rules’   
[Pages 79 to 86] 

Delete seventh column and text: 
Rule 9.5.4.1  

Earthworks rule 8.8.3 8.5A.2.3 RD6 
Subdivision rule 8.3.2.3.2   RD1211 

 

Column 7 duplicates of the 
advice note under rule 9.5.4.1 
[page 76].  Column 7 is not 
consistent with the advice note 
which contains the correct rule 
numbers and includes a list of 
the relevant utility rules.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
8  For clarity, the colour of text in the Table reflects the colour of the text in the Decision.  



 

 

Deleting column 7 and relying 
on the advice notice removes 
the inconsistency and 
duplication.  

9.5.6.2 Schedule Mahaanui Iwi 
Management Plan Silent Files 
and Kaitōrete Spit - Table 1 
[Page 87]  
ID2a 

Referred to as silent file 031 in the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013. 
 

Text consistent with rows 
above and below. 

9.5.6.2 Schedule Mahaanui Iwi 
Management Plan Silent Files 
and Kaitōrete Spit - Table 1 
[Page 87]  
ID3a 

Referred to as silent file 030 in the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013. 
 

 

9.5.6.2 Schedule Mahaanui Iwi 
Management Plan Silent Files 
and Kaitōrete Spit - Table 1 
[Page 87]  
ID 4a, 5a, 6a 

Referred to as silent file [number] in the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 
2013. 
 

The silent file numbers are 
‘floating’ in the column – 
explanative text to be added 
either side. 

9.5.6.2 Schedule Mahaanui Iwi 
Management Plan Silent Files 
and Kaitōrete Spit - Table 1 
[Page 88]  
ID10a, 11a, 12a, 13a, 14a, 15a, 
16a. 
 

Referred to as silent file [number] in the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 
2013. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 1 Introduction 

 

Correction sought  

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

 
3.1.18 d. 
[page 105] 

… 
d. Ngā Wai - selected water bodies and their margins, including wetlands, waipuna (springs) and coastal 
waters which are significant areas of mahinga kai or other customary use for Ngāi Tahu. Ngā Wai sites 
include Te Tai o Mahaanui – the coastal area environment of Te Pātaka o Rākaihautῡ/Banks Peninsula 
and Wairewa/Lake Forsyth – both areas listed as areas of statutory acknowledgement in the Ngai Tahu 
Claims Settlement Act 1998. With respect to Ngā Wai Te Tai o Mahaanui / the coastal environment.  

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 3 Strategic Direction 

 

Correction sought  

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

 
 

No changes sought. 

 

 



 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 8 Subdivision, Development and Earthworks   

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

Rules 8.3.2.1 Controlled 
activities  
[Page 153]; and  
 
8.3.2.2 Restricted discretionary 
activities 
[Page 156] 

8.3.2.1 Controlled activities  
a. The activities listed below are controlled activities if they meet the 
relevant standards set out in the following table and any relevant 
standards set out in Rule 8.3.2.2. 
 
8.3.2.2 Restricted discretionary activities  
a. The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities if they 
meet the relevant standards set out in the following table and any relevant 
standards set out in Rule 8.3.2.1. 
 

The activity tables are intended to be 
used in conjunction with each other 
but the introductory statements to 
each say they are distinct. For 
example, a subdivision application 
may be processed under RD11 but 
the Council would still want to apply 
the relevant standards referred to at 
C8. 
 

Rule 8.3.2.2 – RD12 – Column 
1 – activity 
[page 162] 

Subdivision within the Central City for the protection of:  
a. a Significant Feature identified in Appendix 9.2.9.2.3, or  
h. a b. heritage item or heritage setting listed in Appendix 9.3.7.2.  

 

 Sequential clause numbering.  

Rule 8.3.2.2 – RD12 – Column 
2 – relevant standards 
[page 162] 

… 
ii. the other allotment shall be within the district administered by the 
Christchurch City Council; and  
iii. the other allotment must be capable of containing a permitted activity 
(unless resource consent for any non-compliance has been obtained).  

 

Activity standard (a)(ii) is redundant 
as the rule only relates to the Central 
City. 
 

Rule 8.3.2.2 RD16 -  
Matters of discretion for the 
purpose of granting or declining 
consent and imposing 
conditions  
[page 163] 

 
Rule 8.5.12 g i. 

 
Correct reference in last column. 

 …  



 

 

Rule 8.3.3.1 (f) 
[page 165] 

f. The minimum net site area specified in Tables 1-6 may be reduced by 
the area within the dripline of a significant tree or group of trees listed in 
Appendix 9.4.7.1… 
 

Typo correction. 

Rule 8.5.12 (d) vii.  
[Page 201] 

vii. Any relevant matters of discretion set out in Rule 9.9.2.8.1, 9.2.8.2 and 
9.2.8.3.  
 

 Correct reference. 

8.5.12 Natural and cultural 
heritage f.  
[Page 201] 

f. Where the subdivision is of land which includes a Site of Ngāi Tahu 
Cultural Significance identified in Appendix 9.5.6, the matters set out in 

Rule 9.5.5 as relevant to the site classification:  
 

   Delete duplicate word. 

8.5A.2.1 Permitted activities 
P2 – Activity Standard 
[Page 205] 

c. Where the land repair and earthworks are designed, supervised and 
certified by a Chartered Professional Engineer with experience in 
geotechnical engineering or Professional Engineering Geologist (IPENZ 
Registered), any earthworks shall meet the following requirements:  
i. The site or part of the site shall not be located within a silent file (as 
shown in the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan), or statutory 
acknowledgement area. Site of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance 
identified in Schedule 9.5.6.1. 
 

Text amended to be consistent with 
Sub-chapter 9.5. 

Rule 8.5A.2.1 P6 – Activity 
Standard 
[Page 211] 
 

a. Activities Earthworks shall be undertaken by or under the supervision of a 
suitably qualified arborist employed or contracted by the Council.  
b. Activities Earthworks within the area at Riccarton Bush shall be undertaken 
by the Riccarton Bush Trust or its contractors.  
 

  

8.5A.2.3 Restricted 
discretionary activities 
RD6 
[Page 215] 

Any application arising from this rule need not be publicly notified, but shall be 
limited notified to the relevant rūnanga, and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga in respect of sites on the Heritage New Zealand List / Rārangi Korero, 

absent unless those affected parties have provided their written 
approval.  
 

Text amended to be consistent with 
drafting of rule 9.5.4.1. 

Rule 8.5A.2.4 D1  
[Page 216] 

Other than in the Central City, any earthworks within an ‘Overlay’ identified in 
Table 9 to Rule 8.5A.2.1 that exceeds the specified volume limit.  
 

 Delete quote marks from around 
‘Overlay’.  



 

 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 9.2 Landscapes 

 

Correction sought  

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

 
 

No changes sought. 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 9.3 Heritage 

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in 
strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

9.3.4.1 Permitted activities [Page 364] 
9.3.4.2 Controlled activities [Page 
367] 
9.3.4.3 Restricted discretionary 
activities [Page 368] 
9.3.4.4 Discretionary activities [Page 
369] 
9.3.4.5 Non-complying activities [Page 
369] 
 

Exemptions relating to this rule can be found in Rule 9.3.3 
j and k. 

Reference to exemptions from the rule should 
also draw attention to 9.3.3 j (relating to 
utilities). 

 



 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 9.4 Trees 

 

See Appendix C for the corrections sought to Chapter 9.4. 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 11 Utilities  

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough 
bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

 
11.3 How to interpret and apply 
the rules – e iii. 
 
 

C. Rule 9.3.6.1 
F. Rule 9.6.3.1 

Correct cross-reference. 

 
11.3 How to interpret and apply 
the rules - l. 
[Page 414]  

 
l. Any resource consent application within a Site of Ngāi Tahu 
Cultural Significance identified in Schedule 9.5.6.1 need not be 
publicly notified, but shall be limited notified to the relevant 
rūnanga unless those affected parties have provided (absent 
their written approval).  

 
Text amended to be consistent with drafting 
of rule 9.5.4.1. 

11.4.2 RD5 - The Council’s 
discretion shall be limited to the 
following matters:  
[Page 419] 

d. Within Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance - Rule 9.5.5.1, as 
relevant to the site classification  

 

The rule is specific to SONTCS in Schedule 
9.5.6.1 (refer 11.4.1. P1) and accordingly the 
corresponding matters of discretion 9.5.5.1. 
can be identified as being those relevant to 
Wahi Tapu / Wahi Toanga sites.   

11.5.2 RD1 - The Council’s e. Within Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance - Rule 9.5.5.1, as The rule is specific to SONTCS in Schedule 



 

 

discretion shall be limited to the 
following matters: 
[Page 422] 

relevant to the site classification  
 

9.5.6.1 (refer 11.5.1 P1) and accordingly the 
corresponding matters of discretion 9.5.5.1. 
can be identified as being those relevant to 
Wahi Tapu / Wahi Toanga sites.   

11.6.2 RD1 - The Council’s 
discretion shall be limited to the 
following matters: 
[page 425] 

c. Within Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance - Rule 9.5.5.1, as 
relevant to the site classification  
 

The rule is specific to SONTCS in Schedule 
9.5.6.1 (refer 11.6.1 P1) and accordingly the 
corresponding matters of discretion 9.5.5.1 
can be identified as being those relevant to 
Wahi Tapu / Wahi Toanga sites.   

11.4.2 Restricted discretionary 

activities – General 

RD6 -  The Council’s discretion 

shall be limited to the following 

matters:  

[Page 419]  

a. Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10.1  

 

Correct reference.  

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 14 Residential  

 

Correction sought  

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

 
 

No changes sought. 

 



 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 15 Commercial  

 

Correction sought  

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

 
 

No changes sought. 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 16 Industrial  

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in 
strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

16.4.6.1.1 – P3 [Page 839] 
16.4.6.1.3 – RD4 [Page 840] 
16.4.6.1.4 – D1 [page 840] 
16.4.6.2.2 (a) [page 841] 
16.4.6.2.3 (a) [page 842] 

Use consistent title for outline development plan / 
North Belfast Outline Development Plan / North Belfast 
Outline Development Plan in Appendix 16.8.5 by 
replacing with: 
 

Industrial General Zone (North Belfast) Outline 
Development Plan in Appendix 16.8.5. 

 

16.4.6.2.2  
[page 841] 

16.4.6.2.2 Minimum building setback from a boundary 
with a residential zone, Belfast cemetery and or an 
esplanade reserve or strip. 
 

Delete reference to ‘residential zone’ in the heading as the 
below rule does not contain a standard for building 
setback from a residential zone.  ‘It is noted that the rule 
for ‘minimum building setback from the boundary with a 
residential zone’ is now contained in built form standard 
16.4.2.3.’  

 

16.4.6.3.1 (a)  “The extent to which development is in accordance   Consistent capitalisation. 



 

 

[page 842] with the oOutline dDevelopment pPlan”. 
 

Appendix 16.8.5.i – Outline 
Development Plan [page 938] 
Appendix 16.8.5.ii – Tangata 
Whenua Layer [page 939] 
Appendix 16.8.5.iii – Blue Layer 
[page 940] 

Amend titles to reference correct zone name as 
follows: 
General Industrial General Zone (North Belfast) 

 

Appendix 16.8.5.ii – Tangata 
Whenua Layer [page 939] 

Replace Appendix 16.8.5.ii – Tangata Whenua Layer  Appendix 16.8.5.ii in Decision 51 is an earlier version 
which was superseded through evidence.   
 
Council respectfully requests that this appendix be 
replaced by the version of the Appendix that was attached 
to the Rebuttal Evidence of Mark Stevenson dated 18 
December 2015 (page 14). 
 
Council is in the process of updating the Appendix with 
the correct title and appendix numbering and deleting a 
superfluous notation in the legend (i.e. reference to 
archaeological risk area and esplanade reserve).  This 
updated Plan will be forwarded to the Panel as soon as 
possible. 

Appendix 16.8.5.iii – Blue Layer 
[page 940] 
 

Replace Appendix 16.8.5.iii – Blue Layer with 
Appendix 16.8.5.iii – Blue Layer (attached to Joint 
Memorandum dated 7 September 2016) 
 

The Activity standard at P1 (a) (iii) and (iv) refers to 
'Springs' and 'Stormwater Management Area 1', however 
the relevant Appendix (16.8.5.iii) attached to Decision 51 
is an earlier version that does not identify these 
features.  Through a joint memorandum dated 7 
September 2016, all parties (except for Silver Fern Farms) 
agreed to a revised ODP which identified these additional 
features. The amended ODP was attached within 
Appendix A of the joint memorandum.   
 
Council is in the process of updating the Appendix with 



 

 

the correct title and appendix numbering and will forward 
this to the Panel as soon as possible. Council respectfully 
seeks that the amended Appendix 16.8.5.iii (ODP - Blue 
Layer) in replace the ODP (Blue Layer) in Decision 51. 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 17 Rural 

 

Correction sought   

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes  

17.2.3 Built form standards 
- Rural Banks Peninsula 
Zone  
17.2.3.3 Identified 
Important Ridgelines  
[Page 976] 

a. All buildings shall be located at an elevation at least 20 vertical metres 
immediately below the height of any adjoining Important Ridgeline identified 
on the planning maps.  
 

Text amended to be consistent with 
drafting of Sub-Chapter 9.2, Rule 
9.2.7.2.  

17.2.3 Built form standards 
– 
Rural Banks Peninsula 
Zone 
17.2.3.14 Minimum building 
setback from Mean High 
Water Springs 

[Page 978] 

Advice Note: Te Tai or Mahaanui / Christchurch and Banks Peninsula Coast is 
identified as a Ngā Wai Site of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance in Schedule 
9.5.6.4. 

Typo 

 



 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 18 Open Space 

 

Corrections sought to Proposal 18 in Decision 51 - Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 18 Open Space  

Provision  
(page of decision) 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

Explanation / Notes 

18.2 Open Space 
Community Parks Zone 
Rule 18.2.2.3 RD1 - The 
Council’s discretion shall 
be limited to the following 
matters: 
[page 1065] 
 

As relevant to the built form standard that is not met: 

a. … 

g. For Rule 18.2.3.6, within a Site of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance 

identified in Appendix 9.5.6 – Rule 9.5.5 as relevant to the site 

classification.  

An activity not complying with the built 
form standard 18.2.3.6 – Building 
footprint, site coverage and impervious 
surfaces is listed as a discretionary 
activity (D1) not a restricted 
discretionary activity. It is therefore not 
relevant to specify matters of 
discretion for rule 18.2.3.6 in Rule 
18.2.2.3 RD1.   

18.5 Open Space Natural 
Zone 
Rule 18.5.2.3 RD1 - The 
Council’s discretion shall 
be limited to the following 
matters: 
[page 1111]  
 

As relevant to the built form standard that is not met: 

b. … 

f. For Rule 18.5.3.5, within a Site of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance 
identified in Appendix 9.5.6 – Rule 9.5.5 as relevant to the site 
classification. 

An activity not complying with the built 
form standard 18.5.2.3 – Building 
footprint, site coverage and impervious 
surfaces is listed as a discretionary 
activity (D1) not a restricted 
discretionary activity.   It is therefore 
not relevant to specify matters of 
discretion for rule 18.5.3.5 in Rule 
18.5.2.3 RD1. 

18.7 Matter of Discretion 
Rule 18.7.22 - Building 
footprint, site coverage and 
impervious surfaces  
[page 1139] 

a. …  
j. Where the site is within the Akaroa Heritage Area, the matters set out in 
Rule 9.3.6.3.  
k. Within a Site of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance identified in Appendix 
9.5.6, the matters set out in Rule 9.5.5 as relevant to the site 
classification. 

A new matter of discretion relating to 
SONTCS is recommended to be 
added to the matters of discretion in 
Rule 18.7.22 to enable consideration 
of matters in Rule 9.5.5. 
 



 

 

 

Rule 18.6A.1.6 PR1  
[page 1128] 

Any new or relocated bach, that would result in the total number of baches in 
that part of the Open Space Coastal Zone shown in Appendix 18.8.5 and in, 
including the Coastal Bach Overlay area, exceeding 45 baches. 
 
 

The wording “and the Coastal Bach 
Overlay” in the rule creates ambiguity 
as to whether 45 is the total number of 
baches applicable to the Open Space 
Coastal Zone and the Coastal Bach 
Overlay together or each one of them.  
Replacing “and in” with “including” 
better reflects what is intended.  
 
Note: Also relates to Decision 52 
Coastal. 
 

Rule 18.6A.1.3 RD5 - 
Activity 
[page 1127]  

One single 2 m
2 

addition to an existing bach as shown in Appendix 18.8.5 and 
existing at 21 October 2016 [insert date of decision], provided the addition 
does not increase the height of the bach beyond the existing roofline. This rule 
does not apply to any relocated or new bach located within the Coastal Bach 
Overlay. 

Note: Also relates to Decision 52 
Coastal. 

 

 

Decision 51 – Schedule 2 (Part) – Chapter 21.2 Specific Purpose Cemetery Zone  

 

Correction sought  

Provision  
[page of decision] 

Amendment requested 
(additions in underlined bold text, deletions in strikethrough bold text) 

 No changes sought.  

 



APPENDIX B – INDUSTRIAL GENERAL ZONE (NORTH BELFAST)  
 









 

 

APPENDIX C –  SIGNIFICANT TREES AND SUBDIVISION AND EARTHWORKS  



 

 

Chapter 9.4 Significant and Other Trees  

– incorporating consequential amendments from Natural and Cultural 

Heritage decisions 21 October 2016 

 

The chapter is amended by our decisions as follows. 

This Version is based on Decision 44 Heritage Trees 

Red text shows amendments from the decisions on Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 

Blue text shows proposed consequential amendments as a result of minor corrections to Decision 51 

Natural and Cultural Heritage Schedule 2 – Chapter 8 Subdivision 

  



 

 

Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 

9.4 Significant and Other Trees 

9.4.1 Introduction  

This introduction is to assist the lay reader to understand how this chapter works and what it applies 

to.  It is not an aid to interpretation in a legal sense.   

This sub-chapter relates to the management of the District’s significant trees and trees in road 

corridors, parks, reserves and public open space.  These trees provide a valuable contribution to the 

community amenity of the District.  Significant trees are listed in Appendices 9.4.7.1 and 9.4.7.2 of 

this sub-chapter.  

The objectives, policies, rules, standards and matters of discretion in this sub-chapter are intended to 

provide for the maintenance and enhancement of significant trees and trees in road corridors, parks, 

reserves and public open space.  However, the provisions also seek to provide for the reasonable use 

and enjoyment of properties by landowners. 

The provisions in this chapter give effect to the Chapter 3 Strategic Directions Objectives. 

9.4.2 Objectives and policies 

9.4.2.1 Objective — Trees 

a. Maintain and enhance the contribution of the District’s significant trees listed in Appendix 

9.4.7.1, and trees in road corridors, parks, reserves and public open space, to community 

amenity through: 

i. landscape character and amenity; 

ii. heritage and cultural values; 

iii. purification of air and rainwater; 

iv. releasing oxygen and storing carbon; 

v. cooling of the built environment and waterways; 

vi. stormwater and erosion management; and 

vii. biodiversity protection and enhancement; 

while providing for the reasonable use and enjoyment of property and landowner 

responsibilities. 



 

 

9.4.2.2 Policy – Identification and assessment of significant trees for 

scheduling in the District Plan  

a. Identify trees, including groups of trees, and assess them for significance and/or exceptional 

values according to the following: 

i. botanical value;  

ii. heritage value;  

iii. amenity value;  

iv. landscape value;  

v. cultural value; and 

vi. ecological and/or environmental value.  

b. For a tree, or group of trees, to have potential to be listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 as a significant 

tree or group of trees, it: 

i. must be significant in terms of one or more of the values under Policy 9.4.2.2 (a)(i) – 

(vi); and  

ii. must be structurally sound and healthy for its species.  

c. For a tree to have potential to be listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 as having exceptional values, it: 

i. must be exceptional in terms of one or more of the values under Policy 9.4.2.2 (a)(i) – 

(vi); and 

ii. need not meet the overall level to be considered as a significant tree; and 

iii. must be structurally sound and healthy for its species. 

d. Schedule trees, or groups of trees, that are significant, and trees with exceptional values, in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1, except where: 

i. the tree poses any unacceptable risk, including likely future risk, to health and safety, 

property, buildings, strategic infrastructure and electricity lines, taking into account 

potential mitigation measures and their costs; 

ii. scheduling the tree may unreasonably restrict the reinstatement of buildings and/or 

property required to remedy damage incurred as a result of the Canterbury earthquakes of 

2010 and 2011; or 

iii. the location and characteristics of the tree (e.g. density of foliage, actual and potential 

size) are such that it does or will: 

A. compromise either the reasonable use and/or amenity of a property and surrounds; 

or  

B. unreasonably restrict development potential of the site. 



 

 

9.4.2.3 Policy – Future work 

a. During the life of this District Plan, continue to identify and assess trees or groups of trees in 

accordance with the values and matters set out in Policy 9.4.2.2, and introduce, from time to 

time, a plan change to list significant trees, and groups of trees, and trees with exceptional 

values in Appendix 9.4.7.1. 

b. The identification and assessment of trees or groups of trees by the Council will be undertaken 

in consultation with landowners in order to understand the relationship between the 

maintenance of significant trees and the reasonable use and enjoyment of property by 

landowners. 

9.4.2.4 Policy – Tree protection 

a. Protect from inappropriate physical works: 

i. trees that are listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1, particularly those trees identified as having 

exceptional values; and 

ii. trees in road corridors, parks, reserves and public open space where they provide amenity 

value and/or collectively contribute to the character and environmental quality of the 

district, to the extent consistent with maintaining the multiple functions of road corridors, 

parks, reserves and public open space. 

9.4.2.5 Policy – Tree maintenance 

a. To enable the maintenance and management of trees that are listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 and 

trees in the road corridor, parks, public open space and reserves in recognition that such works 

may be necessary to:  

i. ensure the continuing health, structural integrity and amenity value of the trees;  

ii. enable the reasonable use and enjoyment of residential amenity of the property and 

surrounds; and 

iii. minimise the risk from the trees to public safety, property, buildings, strategic 

infrastructure and electricity lines.  

9.4.2.6 Policy – Trees and utilities 

a. Where it would not be reasonable to locate outside of the dripline of a significant tree listed in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1 due to locational, technical or operational requirements, ensure that the utility 

is appropriately designed, located and installed to maintain as far as practicable the specific 

values of the tree. 

9.4.2.7 Policy – Trees in road corridors, parks, reserves and public open 

space 

a. Road corridors, parks, reserves, and public open space are planted with trees to enhance 

environmental, landscape, cultural, social and economic values. 



 

 

b. Identify significant trees, including groups of trees, in road corridors, parks, reserves, and 

public open space and list them in Appendix 9.4.7.2. 

9.4.2.8 Policy - Felling of trees  

a. For trees listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1:  

i. limit the felling of significant trees, except where there are no reasonable alternatives to 

retaining the tree due to its condition, or where the use and enjoyment of a property and 

surrounds is significantly compromised or diminished; and  

ii. avoid the felling of significant trees that are identified as having exceptional values, 

except where there are no reasonable alternatives, or where the use and enjoyment of a 

property and surrounds is significantly compromised or diminished.  

b. Limit the felling of trees in the road corridor, parks, public open space and reserves having 

regard to size, location and species, except where there are no reasonable alternatives. 

9.4.2.9 Policy – Incentives and assistance to landowners with significant 

trees 

a. Work with landowners to develop regulatory and non-regulatory methods, such as incentives 

and technical advice, to assist in enabling the care and maintenance of scheduled trees over the 

longer term and in a comprehensive and co-ordinated manner, particularly where there is a 

group or multiple individual trees on a site. 

9.4.3 How to interpret and apply the rules 

a. To understand whether a site has a significant tree(s), including groups of trees, scheduled in 

the District Plan through its listing in the Schedule of Significant Trees, and the nature of this 

listing, refer to Appendix 9.4.7.1 and the planning maps. 

b. The rules that apply to significant trees and trees in parks, roads, reserves and public open space 

are contained in the activity status tables (including activity specific standards) in Rules 9.4.4.1 

- 9.4.4.4. 

c. The rules in this sub-chapter that apply to either trees in roads, reserves and public open space 

or significant trees listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 do not apply within Sites of Ecological 

Significance listed in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.6.1.  

d. The rules in sub-Chapter 9.1 Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems do apply to Sites of 

Ecological Significance listed in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.6.1. Significant trees within the 

Sites of Ecological Significance listed in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.6.1 are identified on the 

planning maps and in Appendix 9.4.7.1 for information purposes only.  

e. Activities covered by the rules in this sub-chapter are also subject to the rules in the other sub-

chapters of Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage; the relevant zone chapters; and the activity 

status tables, rules and standards in the following chapters: 

5 Natural Hazards; 



 

 

6 General Rules and Procedures; 

7 Transport; 

8 Subdivision, Development and Earthworks; 

11 Utilities and Energy; and 

12 Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land. 

f. The rules in Sub-chapter 9.4 apply to the pruning, felling, maintenance or remedial 

work/treatment to significant trees listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1, and to trees in parks or public 

open spaces and road corridors undertaken by the Council or network utility operators.  The 

rules for utilities and associated works within the dripline of significant trees listed in Appendix 

9.4.7.1 are found in Chapter 11 Utilities and Energy. 

Advice Notes: 

1. Activities in reserves must comply with the Reserves Act 1977 and any associated management 

plan.  

2. Riccarton Bush is included as a park for the purposes of Rule 9.4.4.1. 

3. Activities in the vicinity of electricity lines are also required to comply with the Electricity 

(Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003. 

9.4.4 Rules – Activity status tables 

9.4.4.1 Permitted activities  

The activities listed below are permitted activities if they meet the activity specific standards set out in 

this table.  

Activities may also be controlled, restricted discretionary or discretionary as specified in Rules 9.4.4.2 

to 9.4.4.4. 

Activity Activity specific standard 

P1 Pruning of any significant tree listed 

in Appendix 9.4.7.1, other than 

provided for by Rule 9.4.4.1 P8 or 

P9. 

a. Pruning shall be limited to one or more of the following: 

i. Pruning of roots less than 25 mm in diameter at the 

point of severance; or 

ii. Removal of broken branches, deadwood or diseased 

vegetation; or 

iii. Removal of branches physically interfering with 

existing buildings or pedestrian and vehicle access 

ways, where such work is carried out by, or in 

accordance with advice from, a works arborist; or 

iv. Removal of any branch that has one or more of the 

following structural faults: 



 

 

Activity Activity specific standard 

A. cracks/splits; 

B. decay; 

C. cavities; 

D. torsion; 

E. codominance; 

F. included unions; 

G. bleeding/sap flow; 

H. loose/cracked bark; or 

I. poor taper. 

P2 Pruning in the bottom third of any 

significant tree listed in Appendix 

9.4.7.1, other than provided for by 

Rule 9.4.4.1 P1, P8 or P9. 

Note: Tree height is measured from 

ground level to the top of the 

canopy. 

a. Pruning shall be limited to the following: 

i. Removal of any branches less than 50 mm in 

diameter at the point of severance, where the natural 

shape, form and branch habit of the tree is retained; 

or 

ii. Removal of any branches between 50 mm and 100 

mm in diameter at the point of severance, where the 

natural shape, form and branch habit of the tree is 

retained and the work is carried out by, or in 

accordance with advice from, a works arborist. 

P3 Pruning in the top two thirds of any 

significant tree listed in Appendix 

9.4.7.1, other than provided for by 

Rule 9.4.4.1 P1, P8 or P9. 

Note: Tree height is measured from 

ground level to the top of the 

canopy. 

a. Pruning shall be limited to the removal of foliage of no 

more than 10% over any three-year period, with the 

maximum amount of foliage removed in any one year 

limited to no more than 5%, where: 

i. The work is undertaken, or supervised, by a works 

arborist; and 

ii. The natural shape, form and branch habit of the tree 

is retained. 

P4 Felling of any significant tree listed 

in Appendix 9.4.7.1, other than 

provided for by Rule 9.4.4.1 P8 or 

P10. 

 

a. The tree shall be certified by a technician arborist as: 

i. dead; or 

ii. having a loss of structural integrity where the defects 

cannot be rectified and maintenance practices cannot 

improve the framework of the tree or mitigate threats 

to the safety of persons or property. 

b. Prior to felling the tree, a tree removal certificate shall be 

submitted to the Council with the information supplied to 

be in accordance with Appendix 9.4.7.3 Tree Removal 

Certificate. 

P5 Any pruning, maintenance or 

remedial work / treatment to any 

tree in: 

a. parks or public open space and 

road corridors in Christchurch 

a. Activities shall be undertaken by, or under the supervision 

of, a works arborist employed or contracted by the Council 

or a network utility operator. 

b. Activities within the area at Riccarton Bush identified as a 

‘Significant Trees Area’ shall be undertaken by the 



 

 

Activity Activity specific standard 

City; or 

b. parks, public open space, and 

road corridors in Akaroa as 

shown in Appendix 9.4.7.4. 

Note: For the purposes of this rule, 

Christchurch City means the area 

shown at Appendix 2.2 of Chapter 2 

Definitions. 

This rule does not apply to the 

felling of trees within the road 

corridor in the Central City or the 

state highway road corridors, as this 

is provided for in Rule 9.4.4.1 P7. 

Riccarton Bush Trust or its contractors. 

P6 Felling of any tree, including 

ancillary earthworks, in: 

a. parks, public open space or road 

corridors in Christchurch City; 

or  

b. Parks, public open space or road 

corridors in Akaroa as shown in 

Appendix 9.4.7.4. 

Note: For the purposes of this rule, 

Christchurch City means the area 

shown at Appendix 2.2 of Chapter 2 

Definitions. 

This rule does not apply to the 

felling of trees within the road 

corridor in the Central City or the 

state highway road corridors, as this 

is provided for in Rule 9.4.4.1 P7. 

a. The felling shall be undertaken by, or under the supervision 

of, a works arborist employed or contracted by the Council 

or a network utility operator. 

b. Felling within the area at Riccarton Bush identified as a 

‘Significant Trees Area’ shall be undertaken by the 

Riccarton Bush Trust or its contractors.  

c. The tree shall not be: 

i. greater than 6 metres in height in a road corridor or 

10 metres in height in a park or public open space; 

ii. within a Character Area Overlay;  

iii. within a waterway setback as described in sub-

chapter 6.6 Water Body Setbacks in General Rules; 

or 

iv. of the following species: 

A. Podocarpus cunninghamii - Hall’s totara; 

B. Prumnopitys taxifolia – matai / black pine; 

C. Prumnopitys ferruginea – miro; 

D. Dacrydium cupressinum – rimu;  

E. Libocedrus bidwillii – kaikawaka / New Zealand 

cedar; 

F. Eleocarpus dentatus – hinau; 

G. Eleocarpus hookerianus – pokaka; 

H. Griselinea lucida – puka / akapuka / shining 

broadleaf; 

I. Hedycarya arborea – pigeonwood; 

J. Alectryon excelsus – titoki; 

K. Rhopalostylis sapida - nikau palm; 

L. Cordyline indivisa - mountain cabbage tree; 

M. Ulmus horizontalis - horizontal elm; 



 

 

Activity Activity specific standard 

N. Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii’ - camperdown 

elm; 

v. unless: 

A. the tree is dead; or 

B. the tree is within tolerance zones for overhead 

electrical conductors and continued pruning is 

detrimental to the ongoing health or structural 

integrity or landscape value of the tree; or 

C. the tree is damaging buildings, utilities or 

property and further damage cannot be 

reasonably avoided except by removing the tree; 

or 

D. the tree is a threat to vehicle and pedestrian safety 

and pruning cannot mitigate the threat without 

causing the tree to become severely disfigured or 

affect its long term health or structural integrity; 

or 

E. an operative Reserves Act Management Plan 

specifically permits the removal of trees; or 

F. if the tree is located in the Christchurch Botanic 

Gardens and felling is required in order to protect 

or enhance botanical collections or reduce 

species duplication in accordance with the 

provisions of the Christchurch Botanic Gardens 

Management Plan. 

P7 Any pruning, maintenance or 

remedial work / treatment to, or 

felling of, any tree within the state 

highway road corridor, or the road 

corridor in the Central City. 

Nil. 

P8 Any work to any tree required 

under, and carried out in accordance 

with, clause 14 of the Electricity 

(Hazards from Trees) Regulations 

2003. 

a. The work shall be undertaken by, or under the supervision 

of, a works arborist employed or contracted by a network 

utility operator. 

b. Where the work is carried out on a tree or trees listed in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1, the network utility operator shall notify 

the Council within 5 working days that the work has been 

undertaken. 

P9 Work required to any significant 

tree listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 to 

bring its height to a level that 

provides for 5 years growth before 

non-compliance with: 

a. Rule 6.7.4.1 for Christchurch 

International Airport’s 

protection surfaces; or  

b. Rule 6.7.5.1 for Defence 

Wigram protection surfaces. 

a. The work shall be undertaken by, or under the supervision 

of, a works arborist. 



 

 

Activity Activity specific standard 

[Rule numbers to be confirmed 

following the Panel’s decision for 

Chapter 6 General Rules] 

P10 Felling of any significant tree within 

the area applicable to either: 

a. Rule 6.7.4.1 for Christchurch 

International Airport’s 

protection surfaces; or  

b. Rule 6.7.5.1 for Defence 

Wigram protection surfaces.  

[Rule numbers to be confirmed 

following the Panel’s decision for 

Chapter 6 General Rules] 

a. A technician arborist has provided certification to the 

Council that the work enabled under Rule 9.4.4.1 P9 would 

result in either: 

i. the structure of the tree being compromised to an 

extent that the tree is unstable or unsafe; and/or 

ii. the shape of the tree being no longer representative of 

its species. 

P11 Gardening (including planting of 

shrubs, flowers, ground cover and 

other small plants; covering ground 

in lawn or bark) within the dripline 

of a significant tree listed in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1. 

Note: Where the gardening involves 

disturbance of land beyond what is 

provided for in this rule, it will be a 

restricted discretionary under Rule 

9.4.4.3 RD5. 

a. The gardening shall not involve: 

i. mechanical cultivation; 

ii. planting of trees; or 

iii. altering of existing ground levels or the disturbance 

of land other than to the extent necessary to undertake 

the gardening. 

P12 Earthworks within 5 metres of the 

base of any tree in any: 

a. park or public open space 

in Christchurch City;  

b. road corridor in 

Christchurch City, 

excluding the Central City; 

or 

c. park, public open space or 

road corridor in Akaroa, as 

shown in Appendix 9.4.7.4, 

on Beach Road between 

Bruce Terrace and Rue 

Jolie; 

 

or earthworks within 10 metres of 

the base of any tree in the 

Riccarton Bush Significant Trees 

area.  

 

The exemptions in Rule 8.5A.3 

apply to trees meeting the activity 

specific standards for this activity, 

except for exemption 8.5A.3 

(a)(xii). 

Clarification: 

a. Activities shall be undertaken by or under the 

supervision of a suitably qualified arborist employed or 

contracted by the Council.  

b. Activities within the Significant Trees Area at 

Riccarton Bush shall be undertaken by the Riccarton 

Bush Trust or its contractors. 

c. The tree must not be: 

i. greater than 6 metres in height in a road corridor 

or 10 metres in height in a park or public open 

space;  

ii. within a Character Area Overlay as shown on the 

planning maps;  

iii. within a waterway setback as described in sub-

chapter 6.6 Water Body Setbacks; or 

iv. of the following species: 

A. Podocarpus cunninghamii - Hall’s totara; 

B. Prumnopitys taxifolia – matai / black pine; 

C. Prumnopitys ferruginea – miro; 

D. Dacrydium cupressinum – rimu;  

E. Libocedrus bidwillii – kaikawaka / New 

Zealand cedar; 



 

 

Activity Activity specific standard 

1. For the purposes of this rule, 

Christchurch City means the area 

shown at Appendix 2.2. 

F. Eleocarpus dentatus – hinau; 

G. Eleocarpus hookerianus – pokaka; 

H. Griselinea lucida – puka / akapuka / shining 

broadleaf; 

I. Hedycarya arborea – pigeonwood; 

J. Alectryon excelsus – titoki; 

K. Rhopalostylis sapida - nikau palm; 

L. Cordyline indivisa - mountain cabbage tree; 

M. Ulmus horizontalis - horizontal elm; 

N. Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii’ - camperdown 

elm; 

d. Except that c. above does not apply if: 

i. the earthworks are ancillary to the lawful removal 

or felling of any tree (see P6).  

9.4.4.2 Controlled activities  

The activities listed below are controlled activities.  

Discretion to impose conditions is restricted to the matters over which control is reserved in Rule 

9.4.5, as set out in the following table.  

 

Activity Activity specific 

standards 

The Council’s control 

shall be limited to the 

following matters: 

C1 Comprehensive ongoing maintenance and 

management (which can include felling) of a 

significant tree or group of trees listed in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1, in accordance with a Tree 

Maintenance and Management Plan (other than 

provided for as a permitted activity). 

Any application for this activity shall not be 

limited or publicly notified.   

a. All significant and 

exceptional trees (both 

groups and individual) 

on the site(s) covered 

by the Tree 

Maintenance and 

Management Plan are 

included within the 

Plan. 

a. Rule 9.4.5 a. – h. 

9.4.4.3 Restricted discretionary activities 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities.  

Discretion to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion 

in Rule 9.4.6, as set out in the following table. 



 

 

Activity The Council’s discretion shall be 

limited to the following matters: 

RD1 Any pruning of any significant tree listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 

(other than those identified as having exceptional values) that 

is not provided for under Rule 9.4.4.1 P1, P2, P3, P8 or P9 or 

Rule 9.4.4.2 C1.  

Any application for this activity shall not be limited or publicly 

notified. 

a. Rule 9.4.6 (a) – (o). 

RD2 Felling of any significant tree listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 (other 

than those identified as having exceptional values) that is not 

provided for by Rule 9.4.4.1 P4, P8 or P10 or Rule 9.4.4.2 C1. 

a. Rule 9.4.6 a. – o. 

RD3  Activities listed in Rule 9.4.4.1 P5, which do not meet one or 

more of the activity specific standards.  

Any application arising from this rule shall not be limited or 

publicly notified. 

a. Rule 9.4.6 a. – o. 

RD4 Felling of any tree listed in Rule 9.4.4.1 P6, which does not 

meet one or more of the activity specific standards. 

a. Rule 9.4.6 a. – o. 

RD5 Any works within the dripline of a significant tree listed in 

Appendix 9.4.7.1 (other than gardening provided for by Rule 

9.4.4.1 P11, activities provided for by Rule 9.4.4.2 C1, and 

activities listed in Rule 9.4.4.3 RD6) that involves: 

a. the disturbance of land (including earthworks);  

b. vehicular traffic;  

c. sealing or paving (excluding earthworks); 

d. storage of materials, vehicles, plant or equipment; or  

e. the release, injection or placement of chemicals or toxic 

substances. 

Any application arising from this rule shall not be limited or 

publicly notified. 

a. Rule 9.4.6 a. – o. 

RD6 Any of the following within 10 metres of the base of any tree 

in the Significant Trees area at Riccarton Bush: 

a. works (including earthworks except as permitted by P12);  

b. vehicular traffic;  

c. sealing or paving (excluding earthworks);  

d. storage of materials, vehicles, plant or equipment; or  

e. the release, injection or placement of chemicals or toxic 

substances.  

Note:  In the case of the property at 48 Rata Street (legally 

described as Lot 375 DP 11261) the 10 metre restriction shall 

only to the northern boundary of that property.  

For the purposes of this rule, the outer boundary defining the 

Significant Trees Area (which follows the predator-proof fence 

surrounding the forest remnant) shall be deemed to be the base 

of the tree. 

Any application arising from this rule shall not be limited or 

publicly notified.  

a. Rule 9.4.6 a. – o. 

RD7 Any pruning or felling of a significant tree listed in Appendix 

9.4.7.1 associated with the maintenance, operation or 

a. Rule 9.4.6 a. – o. 



 

 

Activity The Council’s discretion shall be 

limited to the following matters: 

development of a transmission line existing on 14 January 

2010, including as required by the Electricity (Hazards from 

Trees) Regulations 2003, and which is not provided for by 

Rule 9.4.4.1 P1, P2, P3, P4, P8, P9 or P10. 

RD8 Earthworks not meeting the activity specific standards in 

Rule 9.4.4.1 P12 

a. Rule 8.5A.4 matters 1 and 3 

b. Rule 9.4.6 a-e, g, i-o 

9.4.4.4 Discretionary activities  

The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 

Activity 

D1 Pruning of any significant tree listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 identified as having exceptional values, where 

not provided for by Rule 9.4.4.1 P1, P2, P3, P8 or P9, or Rule 9.4.4.2 C1.  

D2 Felling of any significant tree listed in Appendix 9.4.7.1 identified as having exceptional values, where 

not provided for under Rule 9.4.4.1 P4, P8 or P10, or Rule 9.4.4.2 C1. 

9.4.5 Rules — Matters of control 

a. The adequacy of the Tree Maintenance and Management Plan in protecting the health, 

structural integrity, amenity values and visual appearance of the trees as an integrated whole; 

b. The timing, duration, frequency, extent and staging of any works; 

c. Mitigation measures to protect other parts of the tree(s) or other trees not undergoing works; 

d. The necessity and appropriateness of works, including felling of any trees, to promote or 

protect the shape, health or structure of other significant trees in the same group including 

consideration of the relative significance of those trees; 

e. Whether any proposed mitigation for the loss of a significant tree restores the landscape and 

environmental values within a reasonable time period;  

f. The qualifications and/or competency of the parties undertaking any works; 

g. Measures to prevent or reduce risk to people, buildings, property and infrastructure; and 

h. Monitoring of the effects of any works on the tree undergoing those works and any other trees 

in the same group. 

9.4.6 Rules — Matters of discretion  

Effects of activity/works on the tree(s) 

a. The character and degree of modification, damage, or destruction of the values that make the 

tree/s significant; 



 

 

b. The extent to which the works will or may adversely affect the health or structural integrity or 

visual appearance of the tree; 

c. Whether the works will be undertaken in a manner consistent with internationally accepted 

arboricultural standards, practices and procedures; 

d. The duration and frequency of the activity and the effect on the tree; 

e. Whether the tree is resilient, including structural soundness and health and the irreversibility of 

effect on the tree; 

f. The degree of impact on landscape character, and ecological, cultural, heritage and 

neighbourhood amenity values; 

g. In relation to a scheduled group of trees, the extent to which the works will or may adversely 

affect the health, structural integrity or amenity values of the wider group; 

h. Whether any proposed compensation for the loss of the significant tree/s fully mitigates the loss 

of landscape and environmental benefits within 15 – 20 years; 

Extent of benefit or need for activity/works 

i. The need for the work to deal with an emergency situation, or to avoid significant risk of effects 

on human health and safety, or significant impacts on infrastructure, including the strategic 

transport network; 

j. The extent of benefits associated with the use and development of the site for activities 

anticipated by the zoning for the site, including the use of the site for residential development, 

taking into account the cumulative effect of multiple protection provisions (eg. setbacks from 

water bodies, heritage items); 

k. For proposed activities in connection with a recovery activity in the Flat Land Recovery Zone, 

the extent to which the proposal would maintain the contribution of any significant trees, and 

trees in road corridors, parks, reserves and public open space; 

Riccarton Bush  

l. For the lowland kahikatea forest remnant at 16 Kahu Road, which forms part of the greater 

Riccarton Bush and House Reserve, and is defined by a ‘Protected Trees Area’ symbol 

identified as a ‘Significant Trees Area’ on planning map 38B, the Council shall additionally 

have regard to the following matters:  

i. The effects of any building, including the type of foundation used, and/or shading by the 

building on the existing trees and the supporting ecosystem of the forest remnant, 

including the juvenile regenerating trees;  

ii. The effects of any works on the extensive surface and sub-surface root systems of the 

kahikatea trees;  

iii. The effects of any impervious surfaces on the health and viability of the trees and the 

supporting ecosystem including soil aeration and hydrological balance; and  

iv. Whether constructing a building in close proximity to the forest remnant is likely to give 

rise to reverse sensitivity regarding shading, branch overhang, encroaching tree roots or 

windthrow; 



 

 

Extent of benefit or need for activity/works 

m. For utilities the extent of benefits associated with that utility, whether there is a functional or 

operational requirement for that location and whether there are any practical alternatives; 

n.  The extent to which the works would result in improved residential amenity that cannot 

otherwise by achieved by arboricultural or property management means; and 

o. The need for the works directly arising from damaged incurred as a result of the Canterbury 

earthquakes, which if not otherwise undertaken would unreasonably restrict repair or rebuilding 

of the damaged buildings on the site. 
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