
TOPIC 9.5 
ATTACHMENT A 

CHAPTER 1 AND 2 - EXPLANATION AND DEFINITION 

 

EXPLANATION - SITES OF NGĀI TAHU CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Insert in Chapter 1, section 3 after the explanation of Rāhui, and before the explanation of 
‘Wāhi Tapu' and renumber the following paragraphs accordingly. 
 
"Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance 
 
For Ngāi Tahu whānau all of the greater Christchurch Area is regarded as ancestral land and Ngāi Tahu 
has interests in the management of all natural resources in the takiwā. Within this area there are sites 
and places which were used more prominently for settlement and mahinga kai. Some of these areas are 
classified, scheduled and mapped in this plan as Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga; Ngā Tῡranga Tūpuna; or 
Ngā Wai. The list is not comprehensive (sometimes nga rūnanga prefer not to disclose sites), but 
reflects where Ngāi Tahu whanau consider that the interests of protecting areas, outweigh potential risks 
from their identification.  Wāhi tapu/wāhi taonga, Nga tūranga tupuna, and Ngā Wai, are all sites of Ngāi 
Tahu cultural significance. 
 
Of the sites that are classified, scheduled and mapped in this plan:  
 

a. Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga -  includes places that are considered by Ngāi Tahu to be wāhi tapu 
and/or wāhi taonga.  In some instances the precise location of sacred places may not be 
disclosed by whanau (silent files), and in other instances the site is drawn around a specific 
archaeological survey.   

b. Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan silent files and Kaitōrete Spit - includes places that are 
considered by Ngāi Tahu to be wāhi tapu and/or wāhi taonga.  In some instances the precise 
location of sacred places may not be disclosed by whanau (silent files).  Kaitōrete Spit is known 
to contain a high number of archaeological sites.   

c. Ngā Tῡranga Tūpuna - places of settlement or occupation in the past. These are areas or 
landscapes of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance. There is not usually known physical features on 
the sites to be protected, (however, there may be archaeological sites) but there is an 
opportunity to incorporate Ngāi Tahu history and values into the development or redevelopment 
of these areas.  

d. Ngā Wai -  selected water bodies and their margins, including wetlands, tupuna (springs) and 
coastal waters which are significant areas of mahinga kai or other customary use for Ngāi Tahu.  
Ngā Wai sites include Te Tai o Mahaanui – the coastal area of Te Pātaka o Rākaihautῡ/Banks 
Peninsula and Wairewa/Lake Forsyth – both areas listed as areas of statutory 
acknowledgement in the Ngai Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998.  With respect to Ngā Wai Te 
Tai o Mahaanui / the coastal environment. 

 
Some areas may be shown as Ngā Tῡranga Tūpuna and include Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga or Ngā Wai 
sites within them.  In that instance, the values of both classifications need to be considered." 

 

DEFINITION - SITES OF NGĀI TAHU CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
For insertion in Chapter 2 – Definitions after the definition of 'Site boundary' and before the definition of 
'Sleep-out'. 
 
"Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance  
 
means sites identified in the 9.5.5 Schedules and 9.5.6 aerial maps and shown on the planning maps as 
Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga, Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan silent files and Kaitōrete Spit, Ngā Tῡranga 
Tūpuna and Ngā Wai”. 
 


