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1 These submissions are presented on behalf of the Arts Centre of 

Christchurch Trust Board (the Trust), which is a submitter on the Natural 

and Historic Heritage chapter of the Proposed Plan (Submission No. 3275, 

FS-5016). The Trust has statutory responsibility for governance and 

administration of the Arts Centre under the Arts Centre of Christchurch 

Trust Act 2015.  

2 The Arts Centre site contains 23 heritage buildings listed in the Operative 

Christchurch City Plan, including 20 buildings listed as Group 1 or 2 and 

three buildings listed as Group 3. All of these buildings are classified by 

Heritage New Zealand as either Category One or Category Two buildings 

under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.  

3 Under the Proposed Plan all of these buildings will be listed as Group 1 

(Highly Significant) heritage items. The Trust supports this approach, which 

is consistent with the significant heritage restoration and strengthening 

programme currently being undertaken by the Trust to ensure the longevity 

and survival of the unique architectural and historical importance of the Arts 

Centre for future generations. The Trust has committed over $110 million to 

the restoration of the Arts Centre following the Canterbury earthquakes and 

is proud of the contribution it continues to makes to Christchurch and New 

Zealand heritage.   

4 The key issue of concern to the Trust is the Council’s current proposal to 

list the 1957/1966 Registry Office building at 310 Montreal Street (“the 

Registry Office”) as a Group 2 (Significant) heritage item. The proposed 

listing of this building is principally based on the evidence of Dr Ann 

McEwan on behalf of the Council.  

5 The Registry Office was originally erected by the University as a separate 

single storey building in 1957, with a first floor added in 1966, shortly before 

the University moved to the Ilam Campus. The Registry Office is not listed 

in either the operative plan, nor is it classified by Heritage New Zealand. 

The building has been extensively modified and is currently used for the 

Trust’s administrative offices, along with other commercial tenancies.  

6 The Trust’s position is that the Registry Office does not have significant 

heritage values and fails to meet the thresholds for listing as a heritage 

item in the Proposed Plan. It considers that the Registry Office is an 
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uncompromisingly modern building that is incongruous with the other 

Gothic Revival style buildings and detracts from the wider heritage values 

of the surrounds. The Trust regards the Registry Office as being of dubious 

architectural quality and notes that it has been extensively modified for 

office and retail use over time such that little original interior fabric remains.  

7 As a non-listed building, the Registry Office currently provides significant 

benefits for the Trust as a flexible and adaptable building.  This has 

enabled the Trust to derive a commercial income from leases in the 

Registry Office, which contributes to the restoration of the highly significant 

buildings on the balance of the site. The Trust is concerned that listing the 

Registry Office will compromise those benefits by removing the flexibility, 

speed and cost effectiveness that currently exists to adapt the building to 

accommodate evolving needs of tenants. 

8 In addition to the above key issue, the Trust has also sought changes to 

other historic heritage provisions, including rules relating to signage, 

temporary structures, and the definitions of “restoration”, “repair” and 

“heritage fabric”. Changes to the rules relating to signage and temporary 

structures have been agreed through mediation to address the Board’s 

submission. However, there remain outstanding issues in relation to the 

definitions referred to above to ensure that the heritage provisions 

effectively and efficiently achieve their intended purpose. 

9 In support of its submission, the Board has lodged evidence from the 

following witnesses: 

(a) André Lovatt, Chief Executive of the Trust  

(b) Dave Pearson, Heritage Architect  

(c) Graham Taylor, Planner   

10 The outcomes sought by the Board are as follows: 

(a) The Registry Office is not listed as a heritage item in the Proposed 

Plan.  

(b) Amendments to the heritage provisions to address the other issues 

referred to above, as outlined in the evidence of Mr Taylor. 
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11 The rationale to support the above outcomes is contained within the 

evidence filed on behalf of the Board and will be addressed further in 

closing legal submissions.  
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