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Key: 
 
 

For completeness, note that this document also contains dark blue text and underlined green text.  

This text indicates links to key documents and links to definitions respectively (ie it does not 

represent amendments). 
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Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 
 
9.1   Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems 
 

9.1.1  Introduction 
 
This introduction is to assist the lay reader to understand how this sub-chapter works and what it applies 
to.  It is not an aid to interpretation in legal sense. 
 
This sub-chapter establishes the framework for the identification, assessment, management and protection 
of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna within the District, 
along with the maintenance of indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems generally.  
 
The involvement of landowners and their stewardship of the natural environment is essential to the 
maintenance of indigenous biodiversity and the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and 
significant habitats of indigenous fauna.  The role of landowners, particularly those on private land, is 
recognised throughout this sub-chapter which emphasises a collaborative approach between the Council 
and landowners.   
 
A vital starting point for maintaining and protecting indigenous biodiversity is to improve our 
understanding of what ecological values exist in the District, where and how significant they are in terms of 
the criteria specified in the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement.  This involves an assessment of 
secondary information and undertaking ecological surveys on site.   
 
There are different levels of existing indigenous biodiversity, risks, threats and landowner commitment to 
conservation within the District.  This is reflected in this sub-chapter.  In the Low Plains Ecological District, 
there is less than 1% of original indigenous vegetation remaining and almost all known remaining areas 
within Christchurch City have been listed as Sites of Ecological Significance in Schedule A of Appendix 
9.1.6.1.  It is important that these Sites of Ecological Significance are managed and protected.  There are 
also many freshwater areas within the Low Plains Ecological District with significant ecological values based 
around their in-stream/aquatic values and wetland areas, which will mainly be managed through the 
waterbody setback provisions in Chapter 6.   
 
On Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills there are more extensive areas of indigenous vegetation and habitats 
of indigenous fauna in the form of remnant or second growth vegetation, which are often an integral part 
of rural properties.  Rural landowners on Banks Peninsula have demonstrated that with appropriate land 
management practices, indigenous vegetation can be protected and increased to halt the decline in the 
quality and quantity of indigenous biodiversity.  Banks Peninsula landowners are committed to active 
management of indigenous biodiversity through voluntary mechanisms such as covenants.   
 
The provisions for Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills recognise this commitment from landowners and the 
need to ensure reasonable use of land and flexibility to meet changing needs.  This is achieved by 
recognising existing farming activities, collaborating with landowners and providing an option to develop a 
Farm Biodiversity Plans to manage indigenous biodiversity values, including farming activities involving 
clearance. 
 
The effects of activities and development on areas or habitats listed as Sites of Ecological Significance in 
Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.6.1, and other areas containing potentially significant vegetation and habitat 
listed in Appendix 9.1.6.5, will be controlled through provisions managing the clearance of indigenous  
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9.1.4   Rules - Activity status tables 
 

9.1.4.1  Permitted activities  
 
The activities listed below are permitted activities if they meet the activity specific standards set out in this 

table.  

 

Activities may also be controlled, restricted discretionary or non-complying as specified in Rules 9.1.4.2, 

9.1.4.3 and 9.1.4.4 below. 

 

Exemptions relating to this rule can be found in Rule 9.1.3.8.  

 

Activity Activity specific standards 

P1 Indigenous vegetation clearance within:  
 
a. a Site of Ecological Significance listed in 

Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.6.1; or 
b. any property identified as potentially 

containing the indigenous vegetation and 
habitat types listed in Appendix 9.1.6.5 
(and where the Council has provided 
formal notification to the land owner), up 
until 1 November 2022. 

  
Note: Clause (b) of Rule 9.1.4.1 P1 will cease 

to apply from 2 November 2022 in accordance 

with Policy 9.1.2.6 above. 

a. Any indigenous vegetation clearance shall 
be limited to clearance for one or more of 
the following: 
i the clearance is for the operation, 

maintenance and repair within 2 
metres either side of fences, access 
tracks, buildings, fire ponds, gates, 
stock yards, troughs and water tanks; 

ii the clearance is necessary for the 
That cannot removal of pest plants 
and pest animals in accordance with 
any regional pest management plan 
or the Biosecurity Act 1993; 

iii the clearance is for the purpose of 
maintaining improved pasture;  

iv the clearance is for conservation 
activities; 

v the clearance is to implement a 
conservation covenant established 
under the Conservation Act 1987 or 
any other Act specified in the First 
Schedule of the Conservation Act 
1987;  

vi the clearance is of any understory of 
indigenous vegetation as a result of 
harvesting an existing forestry area or 
maintenance of forestry access or 
firebreaks.  

….   

 
… 
 
9.1.4.3 Restricted discretionary activities  
 
The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities.  
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Discretion to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion set 

out in the following table. 

 

Exemptions relating to this rule can be found in Rule 9.1.3.8. 

 

Activity The Council’s discretion shall be limited to 

the following matters: 

RD1 Any customary harvesting listed in Rule 9.1.4.1 

P3 that does not meet any one or more of the 

activity specific standards in Rule 9.1.4.1 P3 

Any resource consent application will not 

require written approvals and shall not be 

limited or publicly notified. 

a. Planting and customary harvesting – Rule 
9.1.53.1 

 

 

RD2 Any planting and seed gathering activity listed in 

Rule9.1.4.1 P2 that does not meet any one or 

more of the activity specific standards in Rule 

9.1.4.1 P2  

Any resource consent application will not 

require written approvals and shall not be 

limited or publicly notified. 

a. Planting and customary harvesting – Rule 
9.1.53.1 

RD3 Indigenous vegetation clearance, not provided 

for by Rule 9.1.4.1 P1 - P3, for the purposes of 

new, or upgrades to, (except minor upgrades 

under Rule 11.4.1 P9, P10, P11, P12 and P13) 

network utility operations, including associated 

access tracks: 

a.   within a Site of Ecological Significance listed 

in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.6.1; or 

b.   within any property identified as potentially 

containing the indigenous vegetation and 

habitat types listed in Appendix 9.1.6.5 

(and where the Council has provided formal 

notification to the land owner), up until 1 

November 2022;  or 

c.   consisting of the vegetation described in 

Rule 9.1.4.4 NC3. 

Note: This rule does not apply to customary 

harvesting. 

Note: Clause (b) of Rule 9.1.4.3 RD3 will cease to 

apply from 2 November 2022 in accordance with 

Policy 9.1.2.6 above. 

a. Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems – 
Rule 9.1.53.2 

 

 

RD4 Indigenous vegetation clearance within any 
property identified as potentially containing the 
indigenous vegetation and habitat types listed 

a. Farm Biodiversity Plan – Rule 9.1.53.3 
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in Appendix 9.1.6.5 (and where the Council has 
provided formal notification to the land owner), 
up until 1 November 2022, that: 
 

a. is not provided for by Rule 9.1.4.1 P1 - P3 or 

Rule 9.1.4.2 C1; and 

a. is undertaken in accordance with a Farm 
Biodiversity Plan which has been prepared 
in accordance with the requirements of 
Appendix 9.1.6.7. 

 
Any application arising from this rule shall not 
be limited or publicly notified. 
 
Note: The rule does not apply to customary 
harvesting.  
 
Note: Rule 9.1.4.3 RD4 will cease to apply from 
2 November 2022 in accordance with Policy 
9.1.2.6 above. 

RD5 Indigenous vegetation clearance within a Site of 
Ecological Significance listed in Schedule A of 
Appendix 9.1.6.1 that: 
 

a. is not provided for by Rule 9.1.4.1 P1 - P3 

or Rule 9.1.4.2 C1; and 

b. is undertaken in accordance with a Farm 

Biodiversity Plan which has been prepared 

in accordance with the requirements of 

Appendix 9.1.6.7. 

 
Any application arising from this rule shall not 
be publicly notified and shall be limited notified 
only to the Department of Conservation (absent 
its written approval). 
 
Note: This rule does not apply to customary 
harvesting.  

a. Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems – 
Rule 9.1.53.2 

b. Farm Biodiversity Plan – Rule 9.1.53.3 

RD6 Indigenous vegetation clearance in Site of 
Ecological Significance SES/LP/15 (Templeton 
Golf Course only) 

a. Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems 
9.1.5.2, except for (d); and 

b. The extent to which the activity may result 
in the protection, maintenance, or 
enhancement of ecosystems or indigenous 
biodiversity, including through the use of 
offsetting, covenants and/or restoration 
and enhancement. 
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9.1.6.5 - Framework for biodiversity offsetting  

Introduction  

The following sets out a framework for the use of biodiversity offsets.  Any offset is to be consistent with 

this framework.  It should be read in conjunction with The New Zealand Government Guidance on Good 

Practice Biodiversity Offsetting in New Zealand. August 2014 (or any successor document).  

Biodiversity offsettingfFramework 

1. Restoration, enhancement and protection actions will only be considered a biodiversity offset 
where they are used to offset the anticipated reasonably measureable residual effects of activities 
after appropriate avoidance, remediation and mitigation actions have occurred in accordance with 
Policy 9.1.2.8 (i.e. not in situations where they are used to mitigate the adverse effects of 
activities).  

 

2. A proposed biodiversity offset will contain an explicit loss and gain calculation commensurate to 
the scale of effects the activity, and should demonstrate the manner in which no net loss can be 
achieved on the ground.  

 

3. A biodiversity offset will recognise the limits to offsets due to irreplaceable and vulnerable 
biodiversity (including effects that must be avoided in accordance with Policy 11(a) of the New 
Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010), and its design and implementation will include provisions 
for addressing sources of uncertainty and risk of failure the delivery of no net loss.  

 

4. Restoration, enhancement and protection actions undertaken as a biodiversity offset are 
demonstrably additional to what otherwise would occur, including that they are additional to any 
remediation or mitigation undertaken in relation to the adverse effects of the activity. 

 

5. Offset actions will be undertaken within the Site of Ecological Significance as a first priority, or as 
close as possible to the location of development within the same Ecological District as a second 
priority. 

 

5A. Offset actions will prioritise protection and enhancement of existing areas of biodiversity where 

those actions produce additional biodiversity gains commensurate with the biodiversity values lost.   

 

6. The values to be lost through the activity to which the offset applies are counterbalanced by the 
proposed offsetting activity which is at least commensurate with the residual adverse effects on 
indigenous biodiversity, so that the overall result is no net loss.  

 

7. The offset will be applied so that the ecological values being achieved through the offset are the 
same or similar to those being lost unless an alternative ecosystem or habitat will provide a net 
gain for indigenous biodiversity, and the values lost are not irreplaceable or highly vulnerable.  

 

8. There is a strong likelihood that the positive ecological outcomes of the offset last at least as long 
as the impact of the activity, and preferably in perpetuity.  Adaptive management responses 
should be incorporated into the design of the offset, as required to ensure that the positive 
ecological outcomes are maintained over time.  

 

9. The biodiversity offset will be designed and implemented in a landscape context – i.e. with an 
understanding of both the donor and recipient sites role, or potential role in the ecological context 
of the area.  
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10. Any application will identify the intention to utilise an offset, and include a biodiversity offset 
management plan that:  

a. sets out baseline information on indigenous biodiversity that is potentially impacted by the 
proposal at both the donor and recipient sites; 

b. demonstrates how the requirements of the framework set out in this appendix will be 
addressed; and 

c. identifies the monitoring approach that will be used to demonstrate how the matters set 
out in this appendix have been addressed, over an appropriate timeframe. 


