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MAY IT PLEASE THE HEARINGS PANEL: 

1 These submissions are presented on behalf of The Isaac Conservation and Wildlife 

Trust (Trust).  The Trust filed a submission and further submissions on the notified 

provisions of Chapter 9, Topic 9.1 – Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems (Stage 

3). 

2 The Trust has filed submissions on several other chapters of the Replacement Plan.  

Through the combination of its submission points the Trust essentially seeks to: 

2.1 Safeguard its ability to continue and grow the national and internationally 

significant Conservation Activities undertaken at its McLeans Island site; and 

2.2 Protect its ability to generate an income from non-conservation activities on 

its land, so it may continue to self-fund its Conservation Activities.     

The Trust’s position on Proposal 9.1 

3 Conservation of New Zealand’s natural resources is extremely important to the Trust, 

as attested to by Mr Rule1.  The Trust’s land is proposed to incorporate three Sites of 

Ecological Significance.  The Trust does not oppose the listing of these sites. 

4 Similarly, the Trust supports the remainder of the Topic 9.1 framework as set out in 

Ms Hogan’s rebuttal evidence (of 18 December 2015) (Revised Proposal).   

5 Of particular importance to the Trust’s submission on Chapter 9 is its ability to 

continue deriving all-important income from those parts of its land used for farming 

purposes.   

6 The significance of the Trust’s contribution to the conservation of indigenous fauna 

and flora has not been disputed by any party.  Dr Dowding has described its work 

with highly threatened bird species as nationally and internationally significant, as 

well as beyond the resources of the Department of Conservation2.   

7 Mr Rule explains this contribution to conservation is only possible if the Trust can 

continue to meet the substantial costs involved3.   Mr Rule further explains an 

                                                      
1
 Statement of Evidence of Bruce Rule on Chapter 17 (29 October 2015) at [17] and [20]; Statement of Evidence of Bruce Rule 

on Chapter 9 (10 December 2015) at [18] 
2
 Statement of Evidence of John Dowding on Chapter 17 (29 October 2015) at [20] 

3
 Statement of Evidence of Bruce Rule on Chapter 17 (29 October 2015) at [18], [31] – [34] and [45] 
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important source of revenue is income received from leasing much of the Trust’s land 

for farming4.   

8 The Trust supports the Revised Proposal insofar as it allows the continuation of 

established farming activities.  Its planning expert, Ms Seaton, also supports the 

Revised Proposal and the clarity it provides as to on-going use of the Trust’s land. 

Changes sought by other parties 

The Crown 

9 The Crown seeks a change to the definition of “improved pasture” that is opposed by 

the Trust.  The change requested has significant implications for the proposed 

“exemptions” outside Sites of Ecological Significance. 

10 Practically, the Crown’s requested amendment would mean the Trust cannot 

maintain areas of existing improved pasture unless those areas are entirely devoid of 

indigenous vegetation.  The definition of “indigenous vegetation” is such that it would 

capture just one plant.   

11 The Trust submits this change is disproportionate to the risks and potential effects of 

exempting the improvement of pasture that has previously been improved.  This is 

particularly so now, given the definition of “improved pasture” is proposed to be time-

bound.  The Trust does not oppose this component of the definition and submits this 

reduces the potential for adverse effects to arise from maintenance of improved 

pasture.  In the Trust’s submission, this renders it unnecessary and onerous to also 

exclude indigenous vegetation from that definition.   

Forest and Bird 

12 Forest and Bird seek two changes that are also opposed by the Trust: 

12.1 Removal of the exemption for grazing within a SES; and 

12.2 Amendment of the exemption for pasture improvement outside of a SES. 

Grazing in Sites of Ecological Significance 

13 Ms Seaton addresses the relative planning merits of a regime with and without 

express reference to grazing being allowed in SES in some circumstances.  Ms 

                                                      
4
 Statement of Evidence of Bruce Rule on Chapter 9 (10 December 2015) at [15] and [16] 
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Seaton ultimately favours a regime that is clearer to Plan users who are not lawyers 

or planners – one that makes it clear grazing practices within Sites of Ecological 

Significance are allowed to continue5.   

14 The Trust submits this is an appropriate approach for the Plan to take.  It is a Plan 

user and greatly prefers certainty as to what it can do on its land.  This certainty is 

important for enabling to Trust to plan for its revenue streams and Conservation 

Activities.   

15 Such exemption is also submitted to be appropriate on the merits and can benefit 

indigenous vegetation, as evidenced by the Council’s advice on the Isaac Carr SES6. 

Maintenance of improved pasture outside a Site of Ecological Significance  

16 The Trust is accepting of a regime that does not allow maintenance of improved 

pasture within a SES.  It has already directed the relevant lessee to cease any 

pasture improvement practices within the Isaac Carr SES7.   

17 However, the Trust continues to support a planning regime that permits maintenance 

of improved pasture outside a SES.  Forest and Bird appears to support this as 

appropriate in substance, but has proposed changes to the particular wording of the 

exemption.  On advice, the Trust submits the requested amendments serve to 

confuse rather than clarify and should be rejected. 

Conclusion 

18 The Trust supports the Revised Proposal and seeks that it be retained.  In particular 

and in light of requests from the Crown and Forest and Bird, it supports: 

18.1 An express exemption for grazing within Site of Ecological Significance;  

18.2 Allowance for the maintenance of improved pasture outside of SES; and  

18.3 A definition of “improved pasture” that does not exclude “indigenous 
vegetation. 

19 The Trust has previously submitted …the synergies between the Trust’s conservation 

and non-conservation activities epitomise the ethos of sustainable management.8  It 

is submitted the Revised Proposal’s allowance for activities that assist in funding the 

                                                      
5
 Statement of Evidence of Kim Seaton on Chapter 9 (10 December 2015) at [24] 

6
 Statement of Evidence of Kim Seaton on Chapter 9 (10 December 2015) at [21] and Annexure B 

7
 Statement of Evidence of Bruce Rule on Chapter 9 (10 December 2015) at [18] and Annexure B 

8
 Opening Legal Submissions on behalf of the Trust for Chapter 17 (20 November 2015) at [14] 
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Trust’s activities is of high benefit, while any potential costs to indigenous biodiversity 

are appropriately avoided or minimised by the very limited nature of the farming 

exemptions.  

 

Dated:  14 January 2016 

 

________________________ 

A C Limmer  

Counsel for The Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust 

 

 


