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1. My name is Francis Helps, I and my wife Shireen own and farm land at Flea Bay, Banks 
Peninsula. 
 

2. We have established one reserve and five covenants with DoC, QE 11 and the Banks 
Peninsula Conservation Trust,  to protect in perpetuity original Red Beech forest, regrowth 
hardwood forest, coastal and stream riparian areas, the largest mainland Little Penguin 
nesting habitat in Australasia, and historic and archaeological sites on our farm.  
 

3. We have a 46 year record of on-farm conservation projects costing thousands of hours and 
well over $100,000 of our personal funds. 
 

4. I have published peer reviewed material on Little Penguins and Shireen and I have 
appeared on numerous TV conservation programs both nationally and internationally. I am 
a founding member of the Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust and its present Covenants 
Chair. 

 
The main issues I have with the proposed plan are as follows: 
 

5. The introduction to native vegetation in the Replacement District Plan states that there is a 
continuing decline in native vegetation on Banks Peninsula: this is not correct.  
 

6. Native vegetation cover by 1920 was down to 1%, it is now up to 18% and climbing—most 
of which has grown in the lifetime of the present generation of landowners. I will present 
photos to demonstrate this.  
 

7. The Replacement District Plan will take away the only tool we have to control rapidly 
growing native vegetation on our farm. We control on our farm, by way of spray, regrowth 
native vegetation, Kanuka, Coprosma all species, Helichrysum. Control of regrowth native 
vegetation on our farm is required to maintain grazing, assist stock movement and stock 
management, maintain stock and produce quality, and prevent major stock health problems. 
This is a working farm. 
 

8. All native vegetation regrowth has on this farm has been carried out in a responsible 
manner. All native vegetation along stream banks, coast line, side gullies and cold faces 
and erosion prone faces is left alone. All important insect, bird and reptile habitats on this 
farm are maintained. Most are formally protected and fenced. 
 

9. Studies of stream ecology in Flea Bay by Canterbury University, Ngai Tahu, NIWA and 
Christchurch City Council show that these two streams are of high water and native 
freshwater bio-diversity quality. If we as landowners had not implemented our on-farm 
conservation programs and not been careful in our control of native vegetation, this would 
not be the case. 
 

Conclusion 

10. Any alteration to the provisions in the District Plan with regard to control of native 
vegetation will rapidly put an end to our ability to farm this property. But more importantly it 
will be tell us that all our efforts to responsibly manage this most difficult of properties, and 
to earn a living from farming, has been a waste of time and that our ecological  work is of 
little regard to the Christchurch City Council.  
 

11. Flea Bay has been farmed with livestock since 1839 with the original grazing right 
purchased in 1836. 
 

12. I wish to speak to this submission. 
 
Francis Helps. 


