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SUPPLEMENTARY CLOSING LEGAL SUBMISSIONS ON BEHALF OF 
ORION NEW ZEALAND LIMITED 

INTRODUCTION 

1 These legal submissions are provided on behalf of Orion New 
Zealand Limited (Orion). 

2 Orion has previously filed closing legal submissions on chapter 9.3.1  
However, Orion wishes to make a supplementary submission in light 
of recent discussions with the Council.  

3 In its earlier submissions, Orion registered its support for the 20 
April Revised version of this topic circulated by the Council, 
particularly proposed Rule 9.3.3.1.7 (which provides for a specific 
exclusion for works within substations that are listed as heritage 
buildings).  

4 Since filing those submissions, the Council has contacted Orion to 
state that it is considering removing proposed Rule 9.3.3.1.7 from 
the revised proposal which it will attach to its closing legal 
submissions.   

5 The Council suggested that removing this rule was appropriate given 
the Council’s recent revised approach regarding the interiors of 
heritage items (in which only Council-owned interiors are currently 
included, with other building interiors to be included at a later stage 
and through a future process of assessment).  

6 Orion wishes to provide the Panel with a little more argument on 
this matter in light of the possible approach which the Council has 
signalled it may take.  

ORION OPPOSES REMOVAL OF 9.3.3.1.7 

7 Orion strongly opposes removing Rule 9.3.3.1.7.   

8 That rule is necessary to provide certainty for the activities which 
Orion must carry out in its listed substations (which are working 
parts of the electricity distribution network).  Orion considers its 
substations are unique in the context of other heritage buildings 
(given the working high-voltage electricity infrastructure inside, and 
the importance of being able to do necessary works efficiently and 
maintain safety). 

9 Orion has submitted extensive evidence and analysis explaining why 
works inside the substations do not need to be regulated by heritage 

                                            
1  Dated 29 April 2016.  
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rules.2  Although the current proposed rules will not affect works 
inside Orion’s substations, Orion does not want to be in a position in 
the future of having to call all the same evidence again if Council 
proposes to include its substations in a plan change or schedules the 
substations via clause d) of proposed Policy 9.3.2.1.   

10 Orion considers that there is sufficient evidence to demonstrate that 
the exemption in 9.3.3.1.7 is necessary and is able to be included in 
the Replacement District Plan at this time.  Orion also wishes to 
note that the inclusion of Rule 9.3.3.1.7 has been agreed with the 
Council for a long time (having been included in Ms Rachlin’s redline 
version of Chapter 9.3,3 reflecting agreement reached at mediation).  
Its potential removal has only been raised at this late stage in the 
process.  

11 Orion considers that Rule 9.3.3.1.7 appropriately gives effect to the 
relief that it sought in relation to this topic and is strongly opposed 
to its removal.   

Dated:  14 June 2016 
 

 
_______________________________ 
JM Appleyard / A Hill  
Counsel for Orion New Zealand Limited 

  

 

                                            
2  See in particular Statement of Evidence of Penelope Lemon, 13 January 2016; 
Statement of Evidence of Clare Kelly, 10 December 2015; Statement of Evidence of 
Shane Watson, 10 December 2015.  
3  Evidence of Caroline Rachlin on Chapter 9.3, dated 18 December 2015, 
attachment B. 


