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DISTRICT PLAN – LISTED HERITAGE PLACE 
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT – STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE     

HERITAGE ITEM NUMBER  299 
DWELLING AND SETTING, GREYSTONES – 104 

GLANDOVEY ROAD AND 49 IDRIS ROAD, 
CHRISTCHURCH 

 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPH: CCC HERITAGE FILES 2010 
 
 
HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE   
Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person, 
group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a 
phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns. 
 
Greystones has historical and social significance for its association with Christchurch 
contractor and timber merchant Albert Paynter and with the design and build company 
Paynter and Hamilton.  Glandovey Road had been a public road from the early 1880s but 
saw considerable residential development between the world wars.  One dwelling erected at 
this time was Greystones, built for Albert and Ellen Paynter in 1926. Paynter was in 
partnership with his brother-in-law Hugh Hamilton in the construction firm of Paynter and 
Hamilton, which the pair founded in 1907 and incorporated in 1912. He was also a prominent 
member of the Brethren Church.   
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Greystones was inherited by John Malcolm (known as Malcolm) Paynter after his mother’s 
death in 1964.  Malcolm Paynter had earlier taken over Paynter and Hamilton after Albert’s 
death in 1951 and he developed the company into one of New Zealand's largest construction 
and timber product operations. Paynter and Hamilton built the Registry at the University of 
Canterbury (1972-74) and in 1986 became known as Paynter Corporation.  Greystones was 
the home of the third generation of Paynters until 1996. Later owners of Greystones included 
Denver and Libby Glass and Robert and Dorothy Brown. The dwelling was badly damaged in 
the 2010/2011 Canterbury earthquakes and changed ownership in late 2015. 
    
CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive 
characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the 
symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or 
associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by this group for its cultural values. 
 
Greystones is of cultural significance as an example of an inter-wara former businessman’s 
inter-war suburban residencedwelling and company show home. The size of the dwelling and 
the range of rooms it contains reflectremaining original form and layout reflects the way of life 
of its former residents. 
. 
ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE 
Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular style, 
period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and material of the place.  
 
Greystones has architectural and aesthetic significance as a large English Domestic Revival 
style dwelling designed by architect Hugh Hamilton for his business partner and brother-in-
law Albert Paynter. It was built by pair’s construction company, Paynter and Hamilton.  
Hamilton had served a carpentry apprenticeship and then gained architectural experience 
with Samuel Hurst Seager, before founding Paynter and Hamilton with Albert Paynter in 
1907.  Between the wars, the firm were predominantly known as residential designers and 
builders, and Albert Paynter's new home served as something of an ‘advertisement’ for the 
services the company could provide.  With Greystones, Hamilton designed a mid-1920s 
version of the 'Old English' style homes which had been popular in Christchurch since the 
turn of the century.  By the 1920s the Domestic Revival had assimilated many aspects of the 
California bungalow style, hence Greystones combines half-timbering with random rubble 
stonework and exposed eaves.  The dwelling was set within award-winning gardens, which 
won the NZ Institute of Architects’ Taste and Design prize in the 1930 Christchurch Home 
Gardens Competition. 
 
The dwelling has undergone alterations since the 1950s, most notably in 1990 and 1996. 
Exterior alterations include the enlargement of the garage and addition of internal 
passageway to the garage, the enclosure of the two originally open porches, with new 
French doors and the previously open first floor balcony, the enclosure of the laundry and 
addition of a pump house at the rear of the dwelling, replacement of several original windows 
with larger framed openings and addition of new windows. The front door and flanking lead 
lights have been replaced. The chimneys were removed following the Canterbury 
earthquakes. 
 
Modifications have been made to the interior of the house, but .  These include the removal 
of some interior walls and changes to the exterior have been comparatively minor and 
sensitively executed.  Other than the formerly open porches, which have been enclosed with 
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French doors, the principal elevations of the house appear largely as originally designed. In 
the 1970s the asphalt tennis court was removed and later replaced with a walled 
entertainment areaoriginal layout, including a swimming pool and pool house. Twenty years 
later Trengrove and Blunt architects converted a the conversion of the ground floor laundry 
into a television and to family room. Other changes involved the addition of a window in the 
family room and the addition and enlargement of some of the second-storey windows to 
improve views of the grounds; modernisation of the bathrooms and kitchen, the replacement 
of some internal doors (in some cases with double doors replacing single doors), 
replacement of some lath and plaster areas with Gib board, the replacement of some fixed 
flooring, and a new electrical system in part and new light fittings.  The original fireplaces and 
surrounds have been replaced with modern gas fires and replica surrounds. 
 
Although there has been alteration to the dwelling both externally and internally Greystones 
largely retains its original form and remains a good extant example of the English Domestic 
style of architecture in Christchurch. 
 
TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE  
Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature 
and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were 
innovative, or of notable quality for the period. 
 
Greystones has technological and craftsmanship significance for its use of materials and the 
quality of its construction.  The house is most notable for the extensive use of Garland's 
Stone, a grey basalt from the Port Hills, which gives the dwelling both its dominant 
architectural character and its name. 
  
CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment 
(constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of 
consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detail; 
recognised landmarks and landscape which are recognised and contribute to the unique 
identity of the environment. 
 
Greystones and its setting are of contextual significance. Glandovey Road contains a variety 
of homes from different eras and of diverse styles, but is defined particularly by larger homes 
in expansive grounds built in between the wars.  These contribute a distinctive character to 
the immediate area, and to the suburb of Fendalton more broadly.   
 
The setting of the building consists of the immediate parcel of land and includes extensive 
lawns and mature plantings, including a large Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’ (Copper beech), 
Sequoia sempervirens (Coast Redwood) and Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii’ (Camperdown 
Elm). The dwelling is located towards the rear of its large section at the intersection of Idris 
and Glandovey Roads.  The house faces north and the rear elevation overlooks the 
Wairarapa Stream.  A stone wall, contemporaneous with the house follows the line of the 
road boundary.  Other landscape features include a low stone retaining wall, a random-cut 
stone path, and a random-cut, stone-edged ornamental pond with rock fountain. Some of 
these were damaged in the Canterbury Earthquakes.  A swimming pool with associated 
paved patio and pergola are located to the east of the dwelling.  – these are later, non-
original features. The grounds and house are now partially obscured by a timber fence 
however Greystones’ prominent corner location ensures the dwelling remains a landmark on 
Glandovey Road.  The entrance was originally from 49 Idris Road but was changed to 104 
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Glandovey Road in response to increased traffic on Idris Road.  This required some 
alteration to the stone fence and the loss of the original gates. In addition, parts of the former 
garden were lost, including a fountain immediately outside of the western wing of the house.  
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE  
Archaeological or scientific values that demonstrate or are associated with: the potential to 
provide information through physical or scientific evidence an understanding about social 
historical, cultural, spiritual, technological or other values of past events, activities, structures 
or people. 
 
Greystones and its setting are of archaeological value because they have the potential to 
provide archaeological evidence relating to past building construction methods and materials, 
and human activity, including that which pre dates 1900. Although Greystones was not 
constructed until 1926 Glandovey Road was a public road from the early 1880s. 
 
ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 
 
Greystones and setting has overall significance to Christchurch, including Banks Peninsula. 
The dwelling has historical and social significance for its association with Albert Paynter, his 
son Malcolm, and their families and as an example of the work of construction firm Paynter 
and Hamilton.  The dwelling is of cultural significance as a demonstration of the way of life of 
its residents and for its role as a ‘show home’ for Paynter and Hamilton’s business. The 
dwelling has architectural and aesthetic significance for its association with designer Hugh 
Hamilton and technological and craftsmanship significance for the quality of its construction 
and architectural detailing.  Greystones and its setting are of contextual significance as a 
prominently located dwelling that makes a notable contribution to the historic residential 
character of Fendalton.  Greystones and its setting are of archaeological value because they 
have the potential to provide archaeological evidence relating to past building construction 
methods and materials, and human activity, including that which pre dates 1900. 
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PLEASE NOTE THIS ASSESSMENT IS BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF WRITING.  DUE TO 
THE ONGOING NATURE OF HERITAGE RESEARCH, FUTURE REASSESSMENT OF THIS HERITAGE ITEM MAY BE 

NECESSARY TO REFLECT ANY CHANGES IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE.   

 
PLEASE USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CCC HERITAGE FILES. 
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