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CHRISTCHURCH CITY PLAN – LISTED HERITAGE ITEM AND SETTING
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT – STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

FORMER VICARAGE OF ST CUTHBERT’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
AND SETTING – 8 GOVERNORS BAY-TEDDINGTON ROAD,

GOVERNOR’S BAY

PHOTOGRAPH: ART HISTORY & THEORY DEPT, UNI OF CANTY [DATE?]

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE
Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person, group,
organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a phase or activity;
social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns.

The former Vicarage of St Cuthbert’s Anglican Church and setting has historical and social
significance for its association with the neighbouring church and its vicars, as well as the foundation
period of Anglicanism in Canterbury. The vicarage was designed in 1866 by the supervising architect
for Christchurch Cathedral, Robert Speechly, and is the only surviving rural vicarage designed by
Speechly in Christchurch city and one of only two extant in the city. Speechly offered to design
vicarages free of charge for the Anglican church as part of his role as Cathedral architect, designing
the large urban vicarage for St Luke’s Church in Christchurch, the Governor’s Bay vicarage and one
for Woodend.

Construction of the vicarage coincided with the appointment of the Rev. E.A. Lingard as the first
resident vicar of Governor’s Bay in June 1866.  Prior to this the parish had been part of the Riccarton
cure and monthly services were taken by the vicar of Riccarton, Rev Croasdale Bowen.  Edward
Atherton Lingard (died 1903) arrived in New Zealand in 1860 and was appointed a master of Christ’s
College in 1864, the same year in which he was ordained. Lingard’s time in the Governor’s Bay
vicarage was brief as he was succeeded by the Rev Henry Torlesse in July 1867. Lingard was later
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appointed to St Luke the Evangelist in Christchurch in 1868.

The building of the vicarage is illustrative of the progressive implementation of the Canterbury
Association’s plan of a network of parishes in Canterbury serviced by resident clergy.  It is rare for a
contemporaneous vicarage to survive alongside its associated church from the second decade of the
province’s history. In 1964 the parish of St Cuthbert’s was amalgamated with others in the district to
form the new parochial district of Mount Herbert. More recently the former vicarage has provided
holiday accommodation for low income families under the auspices of the Christchurch City Mission.  It
is currently rented out by the parish.

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive characteristics of a
way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the symbolic or commemorative
value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or associations with an identifiable group and
esteemed by this group for its cultural values.

The former Vicarage has cultural significance for its association with the parish of St Cuthbert’s and a
demonstration of the way of life of parish clergy and their families for more than a century. The
provision of a vicarage for Governor’s Bay in 1866 illustrates the importance placed on the presence of
clergy to minister to the spiritual needs of Canterbury residents in the formative period of settlement
and reflects the aspirations of the Canterbury Association.  St Cuthbert’s resident vicar also conducted
services at the churches at Teddington and Little River until 1892, when a vicar was appointed to the
latter settlement, although Teddington continued to be served from Governor’s Bay.  The provision of
the vicarage is illustrative of the central importance of the vicar in the life of small rural communities in
Canterbury in the 1860s and later.  The glebe land associated with the vicarage demonstrates the
ways in which members of the Victorian country clergy were able to provide additional material support
for their families from their small holdings, as well as provide pasturage for the horses which were an
essential means of transport to reach far flung churches and their congregations.

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE
Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with design values, form, scale,
colour, texture and material of the place.

The former Vicarage has architectural significance as the work of Robert Speechly and for its
demonstration of the adaptation of the English, Ecclesiologically-inspired parsonage house to timber
construction to suit New Zealand conditions. Speechly arrived in Christchurch in 1864, having been
appointed supervising architect for Christchurch Cathedral. He brought with him his articled pupil, and
later partner, William Crisp. Work on the Anglican Cathedral came to a halt soon after the laying of the
foundations due to financial constraints, hence Speechly turn his hand to other projects. In order to
secure work he offered to design parsonages free of charge. Speechly remained in Christchurch for
the four years stipulated in his original contract and during that time he designed only a handful of
churches including the Christ's College Chapel (1866) and St Mary's Anglican Church at Addington,
(1867).

Speechly was aware of the designs of such English contemporaries as William Butterfield and G.E.
Street, whose parsonage designs are recognised as playing an important role in the evolution of 19th
century domestic architecture. The Governor’s Bay vicarage is associated with this important
development as a regional variant of the style adapted to the local vernacular building material of
wood.  In form, with its asymmetrical massing, steeply pitched roof and simple detailing, the vicarage
illustrates the aesthetic preoccupations of the Gothic Revival as expressed in domestic architecture.
Smaller than Speechly’s contemporaneous St Luke’s Vicarage in Christchurch city, the Governor’s
Bay vicarage’s more modest scale reflects its rural location. Apart from the first floor fire escape
balcony and ladder the exterior of the former vicarage retains a high level of authenticity. The building
demonstrates a simple and honest structure, designed to provide accommodation for a minister and
his family.

The building currently has weatherboard walls with a corrugated steel roof. The joinery on the east
elevation comprises side hung casement sashes, on the rear elevation the windows at first floor level
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consist of double hung sashes. On the east elevation there is a hood over the front door. Some of the
original windows have been replaced over time, although the original style has generally been
adhered too. There are some additional windows on the north and south elevations and a lean-to has
been added to the rear. The house has lost its chimneys as a result of the Canterbury earthquakes.
Three external fire escapes have been added to the dwelling. Apart from the first floor fire escapes the
exterior of the former vicarage retains a high level of authenticity.

Internally the staircase is original, as are some of the doors and architraves and most of the skirtings.
The layout at first floor level has been altered on occasions, but the original layout can still be read.
The original fireplaces have all been removed.

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE
Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature and use
of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were innovative, or of
notable quality for the period.

The Vicarage has technological and craftsmanship significance for its ability to demonstrate early
colonial methods of construction and for the workmanship of its architectural detailing and timberwork.
The direct expression of timber construction, without any attempt to imitate the forms of masonry
construction is illustrative of the Gothic Revival concern for ‘reality’ and ‘truthfulness’ in construction,
essential tenets of the Ecclesiological movement in British architecture. The building’s date, and the
fact that it was designed by an architect, suggest that the vicarage’s construction will employ a jointed
timber frame as opposed to the more common balloon frame technique that gained in popularity from
the 1870s onwards.

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE
Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment
(constructed and natural) setting, a group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of consistency in terms of
scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detailing in relationship to the environment
(constructed and natural), setting, a group, precinct or streetscape; a physical or visible landmark; a
contribution to the character of the environment (constructed and natural) setting, a group, precinct or
streetscape.

The former Vicarage has high contextual significance on its site, in its setting and within a broader
context.  The vicarage forms part of a functionally connected group of ecclesiastical buildings, which is
a rare surviving example in Christchurch of a country church with its associated vicarage dating from
the 1860s. The Gothic Revival style of the vicarage harmonises with that of the church, creating an
aesthetic relationship between the two.

The setting of the church is the large parcel of land on which it is located.  This roughly rectangular
parcel of around two hectares, elevated above the main road, consists of the former vicarage and its
gardens, the church and surrounding churchyard (which includes a small belfry), and an area of glebe
land ascending at the rearformer vicarage consists of the immediate garden area, predominantly to the
east and south of the dwelling. The setting contains much established vegetation, which contributes to
the picturesque character of this church group dwelling.  The broader rural context of the vicarage
remains, and includes Ohinetahi, the nearby former home of church benefactor Thomas Potts.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE
Archaeological values that demonstrate or are associated with: potential to provide archaeological
information through physical evidence; an understanding about social historical, cultural, spiritual,
technological or other values or past events, activities, people or phases.

The former Vicarage and its setting is of archaeological significance because it has the potential to
provide archaeological evidence relating to past building construction methods and materials, and
human activity on the site, including that which occurred prior to 1900.  Ōhinetahi valley (Governor’s
Bay) was the site of a Ngāti Māmoe pā, stormed by Te Rakiwhakaputa of Ngāi Tahu around 300 years
ago.  Consequently there is potential for evidence of Māori activity in the area.  The survival of much of
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the original glebe land associated with the vicarage also provides the opportunity for archaeological
investigation of the site to throw light on the daily lives of the vicars of Governor’s Bay and their families
as representatives of an important aspect of 19th century colonial society.

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT

The former Vicarage and setting has overall significance to Christchurch, including Banks Peninsula.
The vicarage has historic and social significance for its association with the vicars of St Cuthbert’s
Anglican Church and cultural significance as a demonstration of the way of life of a country vicar and
his family. The former vicarage has architectural significance as one of Robert Speechly's surviving
domestic works and as a demonstration of the application of Ecclesiological Society principles to
colonial timber construction. The former vicarage and its setting has high contextual significance as a
picturesque mid-19th century dwelling that still maintains its historic relationship to the neighbouring
church and the glebe, from which the vicar was intended to derive some of his income. The former
vicarage and its setting has archaeological significance in view of its early colonial development.
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REPORT DATED: 25 NOVEMBER 2015 2 FEBRUARY 2016

PLEASE NOTE THIS ASSESSMENT IS BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF
WRITING. DUE TO THE ONGOING NATURE OF HERITAGE RESEARCH, FUTURE REASSESSMENT
OF THIS HERITAGE ITEM MAY BE NECESSARY TO REFLECT ANY CHANGES IN KNOWLEDGE AND

UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE.

PLEASE USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CCC HERITAGE FILES.
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