
 

 

Clean Version (incorporating Council writing convention): 
 
3.3.16 Wāi (Water) features and values, and Te Tai o Mahaanui  
 

a.     The critical importance of wāi (water) to life in the district, including surface freshwater, 
groundwater, and Te Tai o Mahaanui (water in the coastal environment) is recognised 
and provided for by: 
i.        taking an integrated approach to managing land use activities that could 

adversely affect wāi (water), based on the principle of ‘Ki uta ki tai’ (from the 
mountains to the sea); 

ii.       ensuring that the life supporting and intrinsic natural and cultural values and 
characteristics associated with water bodies, their catchments and the 
connections between them are maintained, or improved where they have been 
degraded; 

iii.      ensuring subdivision, land use and development of land is managed to 
safeguard the District’s potable wāi (water) supplies, waipuna (springs), and 
water bodies and their margins; particularly Ōtākaro (Avon River), Ihutai (Avon-
Heathcote Estuary), Whakaraupō (Lyttelton Harbour), Whakaroa (Akaroa 
Harbour) and Te Tai o Mahaanui; 

iv.      ensuring that Ngāi Tahu values and cultural interests in wāi (water) as a taonga 
are recognised and protected. 

 
 
 
 
 
Revisions to Ngai Tahu Version (incorporating Council writing convention): 
 
3.3.x16 Wāi (Water)/Wai features and values, and Te Tai o Mahaanui and the coastal 
environment 

a.       The critical importance of wāi (water)/wai to life in the district, including surface 
freshwater, groundwater, and Te Tai o Mahaanui (water in the coastal environment) is 
recognised and provided for through by: 

i.        taking an integrated approach to managing land use activities that could adversely 
affect wāi (water)/wai, based on the principle of ‘Ki uta ki tai’ ‘(from the mountains to 
the sea)’; 

ii.       land use, subdivision or development which ensuresing that the life supporting and 
intrinsic natural and cultural values and characteristics associated with water bodies, 
their catchments and the connections between them are maintained, or enhanced 
improved where they have been degraded; 

iii.      ensuring subdivision, land use and development of land is managed to safeguard 
avoiding adverse effects on the District’s potable wāi (water)/wai  supplies, and the 
values associated with significant waipuna (/springs), and water bodies and their 
margins; particularly the OŌtaākaro (/Avon River), Ihutai (/Avon-Heathcote Estuary), 
Whakaraupō (/Lyttelton Harbour), Whakaroa ( /Akaroa Harbour) and Te Tai o 
Mahaanui and the coastal environment; 

 
iv. protecting the life supporting capacity and intrinsic ecological linkages between 

waterbodies throughout the District, particularly the Otakaro/Avon River, Ihutai/Avon-
Heathcote Estuary, Lyttelton Harbour, Akaroa Harbour and Te Tai o Mahaanui and the 
coastal environment. 

 
v. iv. ensuring that Ngaāi Tahu values and cultural interests in wāi (water)/wai coastal 
environment, water bodies and their margin as a taonga are recognised and protected., and 
the disturbance of significant waipuna/springs is avoided. adverse effects on Ngai Wai water 
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bodies including springs are avoided, and natural and cultural values are enhanced 
improved where they have been degraded. 
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