
From: Chris Abbott [mailto:chris@abbotthouse.co.nz]  
Sent: Thursday, 10 December 2015 3:53 p.m. 
To: 'Chch Plan - Info' <info@chchplan.ihp.govt.nz> 
Cc: Sarah Scott <Sarah.Scott@simpsongrierson.com>; mslemint@43below.co.nz; Ron Vette 
(rvtech@xtra.co.nz) <rvtech@xtra.co.nz>; peter.allpress@xtra.co.nz; 'Wykes, Fiona' 
<Fiona.Wykes@ccc.govt.nz>; 'DPReview' <DPReview@ccc.govt.nz> 
Subject: Submissions on stage 3 of the proposed Replacement Chch District Plan 
 
Hi  
 
I understand that my submission asking for the inclusion of baches 1 and 2 as buildings of cultural 
and heritage significance is now part of the CCC’s evidence per Fiona Wykes of CCC.  Thank you.  Just 
in case this assumption is incorrect I have attached the two statements of significance as agreed (by 
Fiona and by us as bach owners). 
 
In addition, I attach submissions relating to 2 other bach owners and their baches asking for the 
same zoning. 
We consider these as part of my submission relating to baches 1, 2, and now 4 and 10 at Boulder 
Bay. 
I shall address the other Boulder Bay baches as and when I obtain further detail from bach owners, 
noting that the other Boulder Bay baches currently deemed at risk in terms of rockfall / cliff collapse 
hazards (nos. 8 – Thom and 9 - Pool) do not have email, nor the computer savvy nor funds to deal 
with this process without considerable further help).  Note that Baches 5 – B Roberts, 6 – Robertson, 
and 7 – Jamieson are not currently deemed at risk in terms of rockfall / cliff collapse. 
 
The attached submissions relate to: 

- Bach 2, Peter and Helen Allpress 
- Bach 10, Ron and Valicia Vette 

All are copied on this email. 
 
For each bach the submission consists of two documents: 

1) Submission, by way of Word document  
2) Pictures, by way of PDF 

 
As noted by Fiona Wykes of CCC in the attached email, the preferred way of gaining heritage and 
cultural zoning and protection is by zoning the whole of Boulder Bay as one zone, but CCC have 
stated that they do not have the capacity to action this until after the current district planning 
round. 
I have signed agreements from all nine Boulder Bay bach owners bar one stating that:  

1) We warrant that we are the owners of this Bach.  
2) We agree to this bach being placed in a heritage area with all other Boulder Bay baches. 
3) We agree to not making any external changes to this Bach (without the prior written 

approval of CCC, such approval to not being unreasonably withheld). 
4) In the event of our selling this bach we agree to mandate acceptance of clauses 2 to 4 in 

the sale and purchase contract. 
I expect the final signed agreement very shortly, as I already have verbal approval.  I will furnish the 
signed documents for all baches at or before the hearing. 
I also note that from the viewpoint of all Boulder Bay bach owners (and also all Taylors Mistake bach 
owners) we do not want to lose any baches, at any time. 
 
Regards, Chris Abbott.  021654344. 



Joint Owner with my wife, Janet, of “Rosy Morn”, Bach 2, Boulder Bay.  
Committee Member, Taylors Mistake Association. 
Home Address: 104 Nayland Street, Sumner, Christchurch 8081  
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APPLICATION FOR HERITAGE LISTING FOR BACH 4, Boulder Bay, part of wider 

TAYLORS MISTAKE area  

4 The Spur, Clifton Hill, Sumner  

Christchurch 8081 

 

8 December 2015 

 

We, Peter and Helen Allpress, ask that you allow heritage listing for our family bach at 

Boulder Bay.  Our bach is unique in its closeness to the sea.  It is well protected by the sea 

wall and the direction of surf, which is seldom confrontational.  Given its proximity to the 

sea, ongoing maintenance is by necessity a regular event. 

  

We do not know the full history of Bach 4, known as “My Blue Haven” in the 1960’s, but 

will continue our enquiries over the coming summer, and are certain that we will have more 

to add. 

 

The history as we know it does not easily fit the defined criteria, so we will try and address 

the following factors within the following submission: 

 

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person, 
group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a 
phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns. 

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive 
characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the 
symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or 
associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by this group for its cultural values. 

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular style, 
period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and material of the place. 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE 

Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature 
and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were 
innovative, or of notable quality for the period. 

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment 
(constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of 
consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detail; 
recognised landmarks and landscape which are recognised and contribute to the unique 
identity of the environment. 

 

Over the last fifty years, there have been three families who have had an ownership interest in 

the bach.  This is explained below. 

 

The first structure on this site was a tiny bach erected during the closing stages of World 

War 1.  This small bach was acquired during the 1930's by Dave Kingsland, a lifelong 

bachelor who lived with his widowed mother in Stanmore Road.  Because of the Great 

Depression Dave was unemployed, and spent much of his time at the bay living off fresh-
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caught fish and vegetables grown in a beautiful garden which he established close to the 

bach.  Dave served overseas in WW2.  Following his return, he became lifelong friends with 

Dick Bain (a fellow returned serviceman) and Dick's wife Frankie, after they came to live 

opposite Dave and his mother in Stanmore Road.  With the increasing prosperity which 

followed the war, Dave re-entered the workforce as a foreman in a glass and mirror factory, 

while Dick Bain established a large paint and wallpaper retail shop in Sydenham.  Every 

weekend, Dave, Dick and Frankie would travel over to the bay together in Dick's Studebaker 

car.  A small 3m by 2.5m bedroom was added to the bach for Dave.  At that time the bach 

comprised a light timber frame structure clad in the ubiquitous "Polite" sheeting, now 

notorious for its asbestos content. The bach was painted blue and white,and kept in a very 

tidy condition. We have included in this submission a photo taken in 1961, showing part of 

the bach painted blue and white.  While the cladding has changed the external form has 

remained unchanged for over fifty years. 

 

Dave retired in the 1960's ,and eventually purchased the adjoining bach (bach 5) where he 

spent many happy years living alone prior to his death.  Because of their advancing years and 

increasing difficulty in coping with the steep walking track into and out of the bay, Dick and 

Frankie Bain sold Bach 4 in 1975 to John (Herms) McDermott and his wife, Biff. 

 

Biff and Herms spent much time there with their then young family.  This is a constant theme 

of Boulder Bay baches.  Biff & John, like many bach owners in the wider Taylors Mistake 

area were not wealthy but shared a passion for the simple seaside life of family, fishing and 

fun, with the children playing on the foreshore beach and reefs and the nearby swings in the 

adjacent valley.  During this period crayfish were abundant and on return to Christchurch the 

weekend’s catch would often be cooked in the laundry tub over a hot fire!  

 

The bach also has a spotted history of being a big boys’ den with party use!  We know of at 

least one stag party held at the bach, when the ubiquitous kegs were rolled down the hill, 

which no doubt made for very “lively” beer and party! 

 

In the 1980’s the bach’s interior was refurbished, and an outside but sheltered shower was 

added to the adjacent eastern cave.  The interior is and always has been simple bordering on 

spartan – with the immediate views of the sea, there is no need to detract from the natual 

beauty. 

 

We obtained a share in the bach in 1995 in return for Peter’s skill and labour as a carpenter in 

returning the bach from its then poor state back to being habitable and comfortable.  Asbestos 

was safely removed, bagged and disposed of outside Boulder Bay at Christchurch 

Metropolitan Refuse points. 

 

In 2006, the bach’s exterior had deteriorated and required replacement.  We chose a dark grey 

corrugated cladding and aluminium joinery, which has proven a good choice as the exterior 

has not needed significant maintenance since.  For longevity we added eaves to the roof, and 

simplified the interior to one main room plus bedroom.  The form and colouring are non-
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confrontational option with the bach sitting calmly by the narrow path (c.900mm – 1m wide).  

All materials were either carried in by small boat or sledded down the hill, certainly not an 

easy option if labour had to be hired in! 

 

The seat that we have to the front of the bach is often used and much appreciated by day-

trippers.  The bach was unaffected by the Canterbury Earthquake Sequence of 2011-2012. 

 

Bach 4 is the last of the baches in the main bay as one travels from Taylors Mistake 

eastwards.  It is located between the path and the cliff face.  To us it is no surprise that it was 

one of the first baches as it is ideally sited for the evening sun. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Helen & Peter Allpress  

Owners of Bach 4, Boulder Bay. 
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DISTRICT PLAN – LISTED HERITAGE PLACE 
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT – STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

‘ROSY MORN’ [BACH 2] AND SETTING, BOULDER BAY 
 
 

 
 
PHOTOGRAPH: UPDATE PHOTOGRAPH TO BE SUPPLIED 
 
 

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE   
Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person, 
group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a 
phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns. 
 
The bach known as ‘Rosy Morn’ and its setting has historical and social significance as an 
early 20th century holiday cottage that was built by Walter ‘Wally’ Caldwell, a Christchurch 
plasterer (died 1973). The bach was later occupied by Harry Reading. Constructed in c.1910 
from local stone, the bach can be seen in photographs taken in c.1912 by W.A. Taylor 
(Canterbury Museum Collection). By 1912 at least five of the Boulder Bay baches had been 
built. The bach cluster subsequently grew to a total of twelve baches (1-11b), nine of which 
still exist today. 
 
The bach settlement at Taylors Mistake, including Boulder Bay and Hobsons Bay, dates from 
the 1890s, the first baches being erected in Boulder Bay. By 1911 there were 30 baches in 
the locale and five years later many of the bach owners became founding members of the 
Taylors Mistake Surf Lifesaving Club. Although alterations and additions were made to 
various dwellings in the decades after World War II, most construction took place in the 
1910s, 1920s and 1930s. By the beginning of the war there were 72 baches in the bay.  

 
During the depression some men lived in the Boulder Bay baches, establishing extensive 
gardens between baches 5 & 6 that provided Christchurch with its first daffodils and new 
season potatoes. Use of the baches during World War II was restricted when the army 
occupation of Godley Head extended down to Boulder Bay. During this time a tank trap was 
dug around the back of the baches to prevent Japanese tanks ascending the hill. Following 
the war, holidaymaking in Boulder Bay resumed and in 1957 Rosy Morn was acquired by 
Janet Abbott’s father. It has remained in family ownership ever since. In 1969 the baches 
were electrified. By the 1980s the Taylors Mistake baches, including those in Boulder Bay, 
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were widely known as representatives of a social pattern of DIY coastal holidaymaking that 
was becoming increasingly rare.  
 

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive 
characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the 
symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or 
associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by this group for its cultural values. 
 
‘Rosy Morn’ and its setting has cultural significance for its association with the way of life of 
Boulder Bay bach residents since c.1910. The bach is closely associated with and esteemed 
by the licensed bach holders of Boulder Bay, and Taylors Mistake more widely, who have 
long contributed to the well being of visitors to the area and spent many years trying to secure 
the future of the baches, which are generally located on the Queen’s Chain. The bach culture 
of Boulder Bay represents a distinct way of life that is part of New Zealand identity. The 
setting of the bach may also have significance to tangata whenua as a place of seasonal food 
gathering of kai moana.  
 

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE 
Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular style, 
period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and material of the place.  
 
Rosy Morn has architectural and aesthetic significance as a small vernacular dwelling, built 
from stones gathered in the bay by its first owner/occupier. Boulder Bay’s remote location 
encouraged the use of local materials, and occasionally the use of shoreline caves, for bach 
construction. Everything had to be brought in by either boat or foot – including cast-iron water 
tanks, cement to weatherproof the walls, roofing iron and, eventually, fridges. 
 
Rosy Morn was built using the stones from the beach with the loess clay packed between 
them and pointed with cement to make them weather proof. The roof is a mono-pitch clad in 
corrugated iron used to channel the rainwater into tanks. Inside the bach shelving was built-in 
as part of the stone construction. Windows are small, multi-pane casement types and sills 
have been created by positioning suitably shaped stones at the bottom of each opening. The 
bach no longer has its original chimney. 
 
An appreciation of the aesthetic values of the Taylors Mistake baches can be seen in 
paintings by Elizabeth Kelly, Francis Shurrock, Bill Sutton. Prior to the Canterbury 
Earthquakes of 2010/11 the Boulder Bay baches were all in good repair and regular use. 
Damage caused by the earthquakes was not substantial but Boulder Bay has been red zoned 
since c. November 2011.  
 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE  
Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature 
and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were 
innovative, or of notable quality for the period. 
 
Rosy Morn has technological and craftsmanship significance for its ability to demonstrate 
early twentieth century vernacular construction methods that needed to be resilient to 
withstand exposure to the coastal marine environment. 
 

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment 
(constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of 
consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detail; 
recognised landmarks and landscape which are recognised and contribute to the unique 
identity of the environment. 
 
Rosy Morn has contextual significance as one of the most easterly baches in the Boulder Bay 
bach cluster and in relation to its landscape setting, which has been partly created by the 
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plantings made by past and present bach owners. Rosy Morn is particularly associated with 
the other stone bach in Boulder Bay, Stone End (Bach # 1), because of their common 
construction materials, close proximity and age. The bach and its neighbours are recognised 
for their contribution to the coastal environment, wherein walking access from Taylors Mistake 
to Godley Head via Boulder Bay brings the public in to contact with the baches and their 
license holders.  
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE  
Archaeological or scientific values that demonstrate or are associated with: the potential to 
provide information through physical or scientific evidence an understanding about social 
historical, cultural, spiritual, technological or other values of past events, activities, structures 
or people. 
 
Rosy Morn and its setting is of archaeological value because it has the potential to provide 
archaeological evidence relating to past building construction methods and materials, and 
human activity on the site, including that which occurred prior to 1900. 
 

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 
 
Rosy Morn (Bach #2) and its setting is of overall heritage significance to Christchurch, 
including Banks Peninsula. The bach has historical and social significance for its construction 
in c.1910 by Wally Caldwell and association with the development of the bach community of 
Taylors Mistake. Rosy Morn has cultural significance as a demonstration of the way of life of 
the early bach builders and holidaymakers and architectural and aesthetic significance for its 
vernacular design. Rosy Morn has technological and craftsmanship significance for its ability 
to demonstrate early twentieth-century vernacular materials and construction methods. The 
bach and its setting has contextual value in relation to other baches in the bay, especially 
Stone End (Bach # 1), and the wider Taylors Mistake area. Rosy Morn and its setting has 
archaeological value because it has the potential to provide archaeological evidence relating 
to past building construction methods and materials, and human activity on site, including that 
which occurred prior to 1900.     
 
 
REFERENCES: 
 
Gordon Ogilvie, The Port Hills of Christchurch, Wellington, 1978. 

 

Paul Thompson, The Bach, Wellington, 1985. 

 

Ray Cairns and Barry Turpin, Guardians of the Mistake: the history of the Taylor’s Mistake 

Surf Lifesaving Club, 1916-1991, Christchurch, 1991. 

 

Kevyn Male, Good Old Kiwi Baches and a Few Cribs Too, Auckland, 2001. 

 
RJS Foster ‘Landscaping Boulder Bay, Canterbury, New Zealand: The emergent and 
contested classification of authentic heritage baches and an endangered species of penguin’, 
PhD thesis, Lincoln University, 2012.  
 
 
 
REPORT DATED: 26 NOVEMBER 2015    

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THIS ASSESSMENT IS BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF WRITING.  DUE TO 

THE ONGOING NATURE OF HERITAGE RESEARCH, FUTURE REASSESSMENT OF THIS HERITAGE ITEM MAY BE 

NECESSARY TO REFLECT ANY CHANGES IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HERITAGE 

SIGNIFICANCE.   
 

PLEASE USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CCC HERITAGE FILES. 
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DISTRICT PLAN – LISTED HERITAGE PLACE 
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT – STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

‘STONE END’ [BACH 1] AND SETTING, BOULDER BAY 
 
 

 

 
 
PHOTOGRAPH: UPDATED PHOTOGRAPH TO BE OBTAINED 
 
 

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE   
Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person, 
group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a 
phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns. 
 
The bach known as ‘Stone End’ and its setting has historical and social significance as an 
early 20th century holiday cottage that was built by Hugh Yardley, the assistant lighthouse 
keeper at Godley Head. Constructed in c.1908 from local stone, the bach can be seen in 
photographs taken in c.1912 by W.A. Taylor (Canterbury Museum Collection). By 1912 at 
least five of the Boulder Bay baches had been built. The bach cluster subsequently grew to a 
total of twelve baches (1-11b), nine of which still exist today. 
 
The bach settlement at Taylors Mistake, including Boulder Bay and Hobsons Bay, dates from 
the 1890s, the first baches being erected in Boulder Bay. By 1911 there were 30 baches in 
the locale and five years later many of the bach owners became founding members of the 
Taylors Mistake Surf Lifesaving Club. Although alterations and additions were made to 
various dwellings in the decades after World War II, most construction took place in the 
1910s, 1920s and 1930s. By the beginning of the war there were 72 baches in the bay.  

 
During the depression some men lived in the Boulder Bay baches, establishing extensive 
gardens between baches 5 & 6 that provided Christchurch with its first daffodils and new 
season potatoes. Use of the baches during World War II was restricted when the army 
occupation of Godley Head extended down to Boulder Bay. During this time a tank trap was 
dug around the back of the baches to prevent Japanese tanks ascending the hill. Following 
the war, holidaymaking in Boulder Bay resumed and in 1969 the baches were electrified. By 
the 1980s the Taylors Mistake baches, including those in Boulder Bay, were widely known as 
representatives of a social pattern of DIY coastal holidaymaking that was becoming 
increasingly rare. The bach known as 'Stone End' has been in the ownership of the Roberts 
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family since 1946. Currently five generations of the family have used the bach for recreation 
and holidays.  
 

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive 
characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the 
symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or 
associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by this group for its cultural values. 
 
‘Stone End’ and its setting has cultural significance for its association with the way of life of 
Boulder Bay bach residents since c.1908. The bach is closely associated with, and esteemed 
by, the licensed bach holders of Boulder Bay, and Taylors Mistake more widely, who have 
long contributed to the well being of visitors to the area and spent many years trying to secure 
the future of the baches, which are generally located on the Queen’s Chain. The bach culture 
of Boulder Bay represents a distinct way of life that is part of New Zealand identity. The 
setting of the bach may also have significance to tangata whenua as a place of seasonal food 
gathering of kai moana.  
 

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE 
Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular style, 
period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and material of the place.  
 
Stone End has architectural and aesthetic significance as a small vernacular dwelling, built 
from stones gathered in the bay by its first owner/occupier. Boulder Bay’s remote location 
encouraged the use of local materials, and occasionally the use of shoreline caves, for bach 
construction. Everything had to be brought in by either boat or foot – including cast-iron water 
tanks, cement to weatherproof the walls, roofing iron and, eventually, fridges. 
 
Stone End was built using the stones from the beach with the loess clay packed between 
them and pointed with cement to make them weather proof. The roof is a mono-pitch clad in 
corrugated iron used to channel the rainwater into tanks. Inside the bach shelving was built-in 
as part of the stone construction. Windows are small casement types and sills have been 
created by positioning suitably shaped stones at the bottom of each opening. A weatherboard 
addition to the west end has altered the appearance of the bach a little.  
 
An appreciation of the aesthetic values of the Taylors Mistake baches can be seen in 
paintings by Elizabeth Kelly, Francis Shurrock, Bill Sutton. Prior to the Canterbury 
Earthquakes of 2010/11 the Boulder Bay baches were all in good repair and regular use. 
Damage caused by the earthquakes was not substantial but Boulder Bay has been red zoned 
since c. November 2011.  
 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE  
Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature 
and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were 
innovative, or of notable quality for the period. 
 
Stone End has technological and craftsmanship significance for its ability to demonstrate 
early 20th century vernacular construction methods that needed to be resilient to withstand 
exposure to the coastal marine environment. 
 

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment 
(constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of 
consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detail; 
recognised landmarks and landscape which are recognised and contribute to the unique 
identity of the environment. 
 
Stone End has contextual significance as the most easterly bach in the Boulder Bay bach 
cluster and in relation to its landscape setting, which has been partly created by the plantings 
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made by past and present bach owners. Stone End is particularly associated with the other 
stone bach in Boulder Bay, Rosy Morn (Bach # 2), because of their common construction 
materials, close proximity and age. The bach and its neighbours are recognised for their 
contribution to the coastal environment, wherein walking access from Taylors Mistake to 
Godley Head via Boulder Bay brings the public in to contact with the baches and their license 
holders.  
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE  
Archaeological or scientific values that demonstrate or are associated with: the potential to 
provide information through physical or scientific evidence an understanding about social 
historical, cultural, spiritual, technological or other values of past events, activities, structures 
or people. 
 
Stone End and its setting is of archaeological value because it has the potential to provide 
archaeological evidence relating to past building construction methods and materials, and 
human activity on the site, including that which occurred prior to 1900. 
 

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 
 
Stone End (Bach #1) and its setting is of overall heritage significance to Christchurch, 
including Banks Peninsula. The bach has historical and social significance for its construction 
in c.1908 by Arthur Yardley and association with the development of the bach community of 
Taylors Mistake. Stone End has cultural significance as a demonstration of the way of life of 
the early bach builders and holidaymakers and architectural and aesthetic significance for its 
vernacular design. Stone End has technological and craftsmanship significance for its ability 
to demonstrate early twentieth-century vernacular materials and construction methods. The 
bach and its setting has contextual value in relation to other baches in the bay, especially 
Rosy Morn (Bach # 2), and the wider Taylors Mistake area. Stone End and its setting has 
archaeological value because it has the potential to provide archaeological evidence relating 
to past building construction methods and materials, and human activity on site, including that 
which occurred prior to 1900.     
 
 
REFERENCES: 
 
Gordon Ogilvie, The Port Hills of Christchurch, Wellington, 1978. 

 

Paul Thompson, The Bach, Wellington, 1985. 

 

Ray Cairns and Barry Turpin, Guardians of the Mistake: the history of the Taylor’s Mistake 

Surf Lifesaving Club, 1916-1991, Christchurch, 1991. 

 

Kevyn Male, Good Old Kiwi Baches and a Few Cribs Too, Auckland, 2001. 

 
RJS Foster ‘Landscaping Boulder Bay, Canterbury, New Zealand: The emergent and 
contested classification of authentic heritage baches and an endangered species of penguin’, 
PhD thesis, Lincoln University, 2012.  
 
 
REPORT DATED: 26 NOVEMBER 2015    

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THIS ASSESSMENT IS BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF WRITING.  DUE TO 

THE ONGOING NATURE OF HERITAGE RESEARCH, FUTURE REASSESSMENT OF THIS HERITAGE ITEM MAY BE 

NECESSARY TO REFLECT ANY CHANGES IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HERITAGE 

SIGNIFICANCE.   
 

PLEASE USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CCC HERITAGE FILES. 
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APPLICATION FOR HERITAGE LISTING FOR BACH 10, Boulder Bay, part of wider 

TAYLORS MISTAKE area  

148 Union Street, New Brighton 

Christchurch 8061 

 

8 December 2015 

 

We, Ron and Valicia Vette, ask that you allow heritage listing for our family bach at Boulder 

Bay.  Our bach is unique in its location at the westernmost point of Boulder Bay.  It is 

accessed from the shoreside path up a short set of irregular steps.  Given its proximity to the 

sea, ongoing maintenance is by necessity a regular event. 

  

Bach 10 was originlly known as “Patawhiri”, the exact meaning of which we are uncertain, 

but we believe it relates to Tāwhirimātea (or Tāwhiri), the god of weather, including thunder 

and lightning, wind, clouds and storms.   

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C4%81whirim%C4%81tea  

 

The history as we know it does not easily fit the defined criteria, so we will try and address 

the following factors within the following submission: 

 

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person, 
group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a 
phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns. 

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive 
characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the 
symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or 
associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by this group for its cultural values. 

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular style, 
period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and material of the place. 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE 

Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature 
and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were 
innovative, or of notable quality for the period. 

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment 
(constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of 
consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detail; 
recognised landmarks and landscape which are recognised and contribute to the unique 
identity of the environment. 

 

Over the last fifty years, there have been approximately four families who have had an 

ownership interest in the bach.  This is explained below. 

 

The first structure on this site was a small bach built in early 1922 by the original owners 

(“shareholders”) AM Richardson and EJ Peck. 
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Key construction facts: 

 Foundation started Feb 10th 1922 

 Foundation completed March 12th 1922 

 Building started March 30th 1922 

 Slept in hut first time May 13th 1922 

 Shareholders: AM Richardson, EJ Peck 

 

Originally the bach walls were built from shiplap from whaling boats.  There are three rooms, 

which follow the curve of the cliff to the rear of the bach.  Each room has its own external 

entrance ie there are no interconnecting passages or doors.  In 2005 a very narrow deck was 

added, mainly to make it safer for chidren to move around. 

 

In the 1930's Fred Andrews owned the bach.  The Jorgensens joined him taking an ownership 

interest in the 1940's.  They added an extension to the bach, which was joined with the main 

bach by the late 1940’s.  Eventually there was a falling out between Fred and the Jorgensens.  

Fred Andrews stayed.  Fred was known as a bit of a hermit.  After he died, around the late 

1970's he left his bach to Frankie Bain who with her family owned bach number 4.  Frankie 

Bain sold the bach to Aldyth and Rex Hudson around the same time.  They passed the bach 

onto their daughter Valicia and her husband Ron Vette, who are the current owners.   

 

Approximately 60 years ago Rex and Aldyth Hudson lived up in the Godley Head army camp 

where Rex was a soldier.  There was quite a connection between the army camp and the 

Boulder Bay residents.  The Boulder Bay residents used to pool their money and buy a keg of 

beer, roll it down the hill and when it was finished the adults paid their sons sixpence to roll it 

back up the hill again.  As a young man Richard Roberts (their family owned bach no.1 and 

Richard still owns it) used to go up the hill and have tea with Aldyth and Rex Hudson, and go 

to the movies held in the sargeants’ mess.  Rex used to socialize with the Bay residents quite 

a lot.  Their first house up in Godley Head  army camp was one of the closest to Boulder Bay 

(you can still see the foundations).  In the 1970s when they were walking down Colombo 

Street in Christchurch city, Aldyth and Rex ran into Hunter Bain, got talking and they were 

offered Bach no10, if they wanted it.  “And so began Valicia’s association with Boulder 

Bay”.  This continues to this day, now with Valicia’s husband, Ron, and their two daughters, 

both now young adults all regular visitors.   

 

Other than regular maintenance, Ron’s main work at his bach has been sorting out drainage 

from the cliffs behind and above the bach down to sea-level. 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ron and Valicia Vette  

Owners of Bach 10, Boulder Bay. 
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