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INTRODUCTION 

1 My full name is Sonia Barker.  I am the Campus Development Manager for 

the University of Canterbury, a position which I have held since 2015. 

2 My qualifications include a Bachelor of Building Science and a Bachelor of 

Commerce and Administration both from Victoria University of Wellington.   

3 My experience includes 20 years in a variety of roles with the design and 

construction industry both in New Zealand and the United Kingdom.  I 

commenced my employment with the University of Canterbury in 2013.  

4 I have been asked to provide evidence on behalf of the University of 

Canterbury (University), in relation to the proposed rezoning of 112 Waimairi 

Road, Ilam. 

REASONS FOR PURCHASE OF 112 WAIMAIRI ROAD 

5 At the time of purchase, the University already owned the strip of land 

extending from the Ilam Fields to Waimairi Road between two privately 

owned properties 112 and 122 Waimairi Road.  

6 In February 2015 the property at 112 Waimairi came on the market for sale 

for the first time in 22 years.  

7 Apart from the obvious benefits to UC of owning the property adjacent to that 

particular strip of land, the house itself was seen to be of excellent quality and 

in the short to medium term would be an asset to the current campus housing 

stock for use by either Erskine, post-grad students or other academic staff. 

8 At the time of the purchase the strip of land between 112 and 122 Waimairi 

Road was effectively retired and was utilised by the owners at 122 by an 

agreement with UC to use the strip of land until such time as UC required its 

use.  The University have subsequently given the owners of 122 notice under 

that agreement. 

9 The purchase of 112 was seen as an opportunity to consider reinstating this 

retired land as it would create additional access to the fields and it could 

provide an additional exit from the fields to Dovedale Campus, if the growth 

of traffic required it, as it is a direct line from the Pavilion across the fields 
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through to a secondary footpath from Dovedale which exits on Waimairi Road 

opposite the retired land.  As such, were this to be created as an additional 

access point, the use of the land would be more in line with the SPTE zone, 

consistent with an overall master plan for UC rather than for a residential use. 

If a permanent access point were created at that point it would use both the 

site at 112 together with the small access strip which I have previously 

referred to in this evidence.  UC always has a high standard of landscaping, 

and accordingly my view is that any expansion of the access at this point, 

would involve a landscape plan, and paving of some kind to ensure all 

weather access. 

10 However, as an interim use, following the purchase of 112 Waimairi it has 

been used as Campus housing for new staff when they first arrive, or visiting 

academics and their families such as those who are at the University as part 

of our Erskine Programme. 

11 The University is proud of the bequest left by a former distinguished student 

John Angus Erskine.  This bequest enables some 70 Visiting Erskine 

Fellowships to be awarded each year for international visitors to give lectures 

to students.   

12 As part of the fellowship the University provides University campus housing 

to the academic and any members of their immediate family that are 

accompanying them. Campus housing is from time to time also made 

available for new staff members arriving from overseas taking up permanent 

positions at the University. 

SUPPORT FOR REZONING  

13 The rezoning of 112 Waimairi Road will enable the University to have one 

zoning across its land holdings and simplify the administration of its 

properties.  It will make it far easier for the University to plan for future 

changes if all its properties are subject to the same planning regime. 

14 Should the demand exist to create an additional access across the Campus 

at this point, then the rezoning to SPTE Zone would enable this to be 

established without any restrictions.  Specifically limitations to hours or days 

of operations that would be difficult to manage should the strip remain under 

the current zoning.  
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15 The Campus Master Plan which was issued in final version internally in 

September 2016 and will be published on the University website shortly, 

covers development plans for the University Jubilee year of 2023 and beyond 

to 2045.   

16 There is no development specifically located at 112 Waimairi Road in the 

Campus Master Plan, other than indication of a potential development of an 

access way between 112 and 122 Waimairi Road.  However, this may not 

always be the case, and it is prudent that the University seeks consistent 

zoning across the contiguous land forming the Ilam Campus to enable the 

flexibility to respond changing needs and requirements of a modern 

University. 

17 As indicated in earlier plans, and reflected in this current Campus Master 

Plan the University long term view on development includes propositions for 

a development of a student village on the Dovedale site.  This along with the 

continual use of teaching space, and relocation of general staff in the future, 

will reach a point when there is a requirement to provide multiple points of 

access across the disparate sections of the campus. 

CONCLUSION 

18 The rezoning of 112 Waimairi will enable the University to have consistent 

management of all of the contiguous land holdings, and provide a clear 

framework under which the University can efficiently and quickly respond to 

changing needs in a defined and clear manner.  

Dated 21 September 2016 

Sonia Barker 


