
From: kelland@actrix.co.nz
Sent: Thursday, 7 July 2016 9:55 p.m.
To: Chch Plan - Info
Subject: Topic 9.4 - Significant Trees - Tree Number T965 - karaka at 62 Nayland St, Sumner
Attachments: 4.6.16 karaka tree.pdf; karaka tree assessment letter from Luke July 2016.pdf

The Secretariat
Independent Hearings Panel

We, Ronene and Hamish Kelland, have already filed a late submission and wish to be heard at the hearing panel regarding the karaka tree at 62 Nayland
St. We believe this tree should not be in the Schedule of Significant Trees.

Other submitters include :

l The property owners – Blair Forgie and Sarah Baxter

l My parents – Ron and Shirley Burgess

l Our daughter – Sarah Kelland

Please find attached our earlier submission and an arborists report.

Ronene Kelland

Hamish Kelland

39 Taylors Mistake Rd

Sumner

Christchurch, 8081
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39 Taylors Mistake Road, 

Christchurch 8081 

 

We further submit that this Karaka tree should not be included as a protected tree on the new 

district plan. It is a very poor example of the species and has significant structural defects. The main 

trunk of this tree was severed in the late 1990’s leaving an approximately 5 metre stump. As a result 

of this action, numerous basal shoots emerged at the base of the tree. These have been allowed to 

grow and thicken to produce multiple trunks encircling the original trunk. The canopy of the trunk is 

a visual eyesore and the form of the tree is not typical of species Corynocarpus laevigatus.(see photo 

A) As the natural form of the tree has been severely distorted by the original hacking, it is not 

possible to do remedial pruning and achieve a satisfactory outcome. 

The tree has no historic or significance to the area. It also serves no known cultural, social, spiritual 

or recreational value. There are a number of more typical specimens of karaka in the local area and 

there are more karaka trees planned under the new Sumner Concept plan. The tree is sited at the 

rear of the section and is obscured from street view by the owner’s two-storied house. 

When John Thornton ( arborist – C.C.C.)  assessed the tree in 2013 he informed us that” it would not 

pass the Assessment criteria of 30 points or more for a Notable Tree currently given its 

Form/Condition of at the best ‘Poor’”. 

The tree is less than half the specified distance (3 metres) from my parent’s residence.(see photo 

B&C) Due to the imposing size and the evergreen nature of the tree my parents receive no morning 

sun on their entire property in winter. As they are now mostly housebound due to ill health this tree 

has a depressing and debilitating presence. The trajectory of winter sun in Sumner needs to be 

properly understood. The sun sets behind Richmond Hill at lunchtime and as my parents live one 

block away from the hill this applies to them. Morning sun is essential to northern Sumner residents. 

They face exorbitant power bills which they are no longer able to sustain and I have often found 

them sitting in the cold. They both suffer poor health and were hospitalised last year (my mother 

several times).They are well known, respected residents of Sumner who have lived here all their life 

and have always been  involved in many community groups and charities. 

Our family have become increasingly concerned as to their emotional well being. They have always 

had a positive outlook but this tree is having a significant impact on their mental health and they are 

considering other options which will affect their independence. 

My husband Hamish has a Bachelor of Horticultural Science and has had 30 years combined teaching 

horticulture at Lincoln University and CPIT so we feel we are approaching this issue from a 

knowledgeable perspective. We believe in the principle of notable tree protection and endorse most 

of the work done by the Civic Trust. However due to the poor condition, the size and proximity of 

the tree to my parents house and the state of our parents physical and mental health we believe the 

karaka tree at 62 Nayland Street should not continue to have protected status. 

Regards, 

Ronene Kelland   

Hamish Kelland 
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Photo A – showing significant structural defects and distorted form 

 

 

Photo B – showing significant shading of entire townhouse – late morning 

10



 

 

Photo C – showing close proximity of karaka tree to 13c Wiggin living area 
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Independent Hearing Panel 

 

I have been asked to assess the condition of the karaka tree at 62 Nayland St, 

The tree form and architecture is not characteristic of species Corynocarpus lavevigatus. It has 

significant structural defects. The main trunk of this tree was topped in the late 1990’s leaving an 

approximately 5 metre stump. As a result of this action, numerous epicormic shoots emerged at the 

base of the tree. These have been allowed to grow and thicken to produce multiple large diameter 

stems acting as a thicket encircling the original trunk. The effect of this has produced a tree with a 

disproportionately large canopy resulting in significant shading for the elderly couple in the 

townhouse on the adjacent property. Also, epicormic growth such this often have poor unions and 

this can be structurally weaker, commonly leading to failures at point of attachment.  

After such a long period since the original topping remedial pruning cannot return the tree to a form 

characteristic of this species. There are a number of Corynocarpus lavevigatus specimens in the  

Sumner area which are better examples of the species. It is my professional opinion that this tree 

should not be returned to the Christchurch City Council Schedule of Significant Trees.  

 

Luke Harrison, Arborist  

Cert. Arboriculture Level 4, Amenity Horticulture Level 4 

Director Ace Tree Care. 

acetreecare@outlook.com 
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