
Casa Design 
Architectural Services 

 

49 Huntingdon Drive, Arlington, Rangiora 7400 

www.casadesign.kiwi 

www.facebook.com/casadesign.kiwi 

email: info@casadesign.kiwi 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 5 July 2016 

 

Victoria Henstock 

Executive Director, Secretariat 
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Christchurch Replacement District Plan 
 

 

Dear Victoria 

 

My name is Roland Vater and I am writing to you on behalf of my client,  

Rohan Dilupa Rajasinghe Mudiyansel, known as Noel Rasin, 

Owner and resident of 46 Balrudry street, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042. 

 

This letter is in response to your letter dated the 24th of June 2017. In your letter you are referring to Tree 

Number TG6: Quercus robur (English Oak). We are not certain which tree you are referring to as this has 

neither been listed as individual nor as a group (stand) of trees anywhere on the council web site. 

 

Nevertheless, we are concerned about the tree(s) being added back into the schedule list as we are 

intending to further develop the property. In 2014, before these trees were removed from the schedule, we 

had a meeting with Christchurch city council officers, our designers, engineers and surveyor. (We can 

provide meetings records with dates) regarding to development of this property. This meeting was to 

ascertain the feasibility of developing this property. On the 4th of august 2015 we then received your letter 

indicating the protected trees were taken off the schedule and therefore would no longer be protected 

when the proposed plan became operative. You had based your decision on an inspection of the property 

on the 2nd of December 2014 which evaluated 2 of the trees as poor/ very poor specimen and the 

remainder of the trees as not worthy of being protected. As a consequence of this letter we started 

planning and designing the re-development of 46 Balrudry Street. 

To date we have invested an enormous amount of money for site planning, house designing, surveyor 

charges (topography surveyor), geotechnical report and others to develop the site. In 2015 we drew a loan 

of $350,000 from the BNZ to pay for some of the above expenses on top of monies we had already paid 

ourselves. 

Adding the tree(s) back into the schedule would not only pose a huge financial loss to us but also leave the 

property in a state of part development detrimental to the value of this as well as surrounding properties 

and we ask for the tree(s) in question to remain excluded from future protection. 

We also wish to note the proposed development emphasises eco-friendly house designs and extensive new 

planting on the far side of the stream as well as our efforts to keep as many healthy trees and ensure these 

will not be damaged during the properties development. 

However, this development is likely to be compromised if these trees are added back into the schedule. 

 

I am looking forward to your response, 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 
 

Roland Vater 
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