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Here is my submission opposing submissions for removal of tree protection at individual addresses
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Michael Ostash
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I oppose removal of protection from the following trees and would like to be heard 

 

35 Rossall Street T1088 English Oak (Quercus robur)  

 

This is a very large landmark tree visible from a very busy road. 

Its health was assessed as good in the recent survey and no significant defects were mentioned. 

The current owner bought the property in 2013 with the tree already protected. 

The tree could be pruned and treated with systemic aphicide to stop problems with sap.  

26 Riverview Road T1085. Common Lime (Tilia x europea). 

This is an exceptionally large specimen with high amenity value. 

It has three trunks braced together for safety. 

Its health was recently assessed as good. 
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There may be some confusion with a tree near the western boundary, by the driveway from 

Riverview Street, which is dying. T1085 is located by a large parking area (more centrally). 

170 Peterborough Street T938 .Common Lime (Tilia x europea).  

A large tree associated with historic St Lukes Church, prominent in the streetscape and in good 

condition.  

It may be possible to prune to clear video cameras’ line of site and/or move cameras. Gutter guard is 

recommended. The earthquake-damaged sewer is likely to have been replaced with plastic pipes 

which are resistant to tree roots.  

The owner does not live on the site. The current owner bought the property with the protected tree 

(the tree was protected before the section was subdivided from St Lukes Church). 

118 Puriri Street T1035. English Elm (Ulmus procera) 

This very large tree is readily visible from the road.  

It has some dead branches which need removal. 

88C Clyde Road T568. Common Lime (Tilia x europea). 

This very large healthy tree has significant landscape amenity value.  

It is situated south of the house where it does not cause much shading. 

No doubt some solution will eventually be found to the pigeon problem. 

It was protected before the current owner bought the property in 1995. 

90 Park Terrace T1022. English Oak (Quercus robur).  
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This is one of the largest oldest English Oaks in Christchurch, and it has very high landscape amenity 

value being readily visible from a busy road. 

Its condition is reasonably good though some maintenance pruning (end-weight reduction of limbs 

and removal of dead branches) is recommended. 

No reason is given for requesting the removal of its protection. 

Its failure to attain significant status initially was due to assessment by “A.B.” who rated trees 

strictly. 

The current owner bought the property in 2012 with the tree already protected. 

123A Sparks Road T1114. Loquat (Eriobotrya japonica) 

This is one of the largest loquat trees in Christchurch. 

Its health was rated as good. 

Gutter guard has been installed. 

It was protected before the current owner bought the property in 2000. 

340 Main North Road T908. Giant Redwood (Sequoiadendron giganteum). 

 

This is a very large landmark tree prominent in the area. It has long been a feature of the motel. 
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The present owner bought the property in 2014 with the tree being protected. 

The tree requires some maintenance pruning e.g. minor deadwood removal but is in reasonably 

good condition. 

Its failure to attain significant status initially was affected by assessment by “A.B.” who rated trees 

strictly. 

165 Fendalton Road T606. Pin Oak (Quercus palustris). 

 

This is a very large landmark tree with very high amenity value, readily visible along Fendalton Road. 

It is located about 8 metres from the house so damage to the walls due to shading is unlikely. 

The current owner of F1/165 Fendalton Road (the property nearest the tree in a cross-leased 

section) bought the property in 2004 with the tree already protected. The owner of 163 Fendalton 

Road lives quite a distance from the tree. 

110 Sullivan Avenue T1123 Rhododendron 

The Rhododendron is very large for its species and is readily visible from the road giving, it high 

amenity value. 

Its health was recently rated as good and its structure fair, but rhododendrons have hard wood and 

seldom fail structurally. 
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The path is a few metres away from the tree so it is unlikely that its roots are damaging it, but it is 

possible to install a root barrier between the path and the tree. 

The current owner bought the property in 2002 with the tree already protected. 

17 Rossall Street T1087. Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua) 

Monitoring is recommended. Possible root damage by trenching, dead branches in crown, fair 

structure and health. 

Property sold in 2013. 

27 Glandovey Road London Plane (Platanus x acerifolia) 7 trees 

This is a fine example of an avenue with significant landscape merit associated with a historic 

dwelling. 

The trees are in reasonably good condition, with a few dead branches that could be removed. 

Monitoring of their condition is recommended. 

The current owner bought the property in 2012 with the trees already protected. 

14 Thorrington Road.  Black Beech (Nothofagus solandii) 4 trees 

This is a significant group of native trees near Thorrington Reserve and Thorrington Road. They were 

recently assessed as being healthy. 

Some maintenance pruning e.g. to remove deadwood may be required. 

The current owner bought the property in 2011 with the trees already protected. 

53 Harakeke Street. T 694. Weeping Elm (Ulmus glabra “Horizontalis”) 

This very large example of a Weeping Elm has high amenity value, visible from the road, and any 

future walkway. 

Its health was recently assessed as good. 

88 Opawa Road  T974 Common Walnut (Juglans regia) 

It may be possible to make the tree safer by pruning, including removing any dead branches (minor 

deadwood in crown recorded). No serious defects/safety issues identified in survey. 

Property bought in 2014 with tree protected. 

14 William Street Akaroa T1169 Common Mulberry (Morus nigra) 

This is a large healthy specimen which unfortunately has been pruned back excessively in the past 

due in part to pressure from the neighbour. 

Property bought in 1997 with tree protected. 

50 Acacia Avenue (Middleton Grange School) T1158 and T1367 English Oak (Quercus robur) 

These very large old trees, associated with a historic building, have significant amenity value, 

especially 1158 which is larger and is in quite good condition (trees were assessed strictly by “A.B.”). 
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Life expectancy was assessed rather severely. Actual life expectancy based on historic removal data 

show that the assessments were on average 2-3 times more severe than warranted. 

379 Ilam Road. T776 Kauri (Agathis australis) 

This tree is fairly large for a Kauri in Christchurch and is in good condition and readily visible from a 

busy road. Requires pruning for power lines and footpath repairs. 

The current owner bought the property in 2004 with the tree already protected. 

416 Ilam Road T777 Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica “Purpurea”) 

This exceptionally large Copper Beech has very high landscape amenity value and is in healthy 

condition. It is visible from Ilam Road. 

Being located to the southeast of the house, shading is minor. 

The current owner bought the property in 1988 with the tree already protected. 

29A Snowdon Road T1113. Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica “Purpurea”) 

This is one of the largest Copper Beeches in Christchurch and was one of the best until it was 

excessively pruned recently in breach of Resource Consent conditions. Its health has been rated as 

good. It is still an outstanding tree. 

The owner provided photographs of fairly small fallen branches in a Resource Consent application. 

The owner bought the property in 2010 with the tree already protected. 

69 Stanleys Road. T1117 Cabbage Tree (Cordyline australis) 

This tree is currently protected as a Heritage Tree, having been used as a landmark by Maori 

travelling across the plains in pre-European times. 

Its health was rated as good in the recent survey, so photographic evidence of its current condition 

is needed. A photograph taken during the assessment confirmed its good health at the time. Its 

health appeared to be good in a 2016 aerial photograph. 

The current owner bought the property in 2002 with the tree already protected. 

45A Withells Road T954 Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 

This is one of the largest trees in the area. It is healthy although it was once topped. 

Residents were sent letters when trees were protected. 

The current owner bought the property in 2012 with the tree already protected. 

135 Office Road (189 Papanui Road) T970. Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica “Purpurea”) 

This large tree provides high landscape amenity value, located in a shopping mall and near a road 

corner. 

Its condition is fair due to the effect of soil compaction on its root system. There are a few dead 

branches which need removal.  

Resource Consent conditions/monitoring specified by arborist may protect tree from root damage 

from carpark construction/alteration, etc. even if tree is already in a protected area. 
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177 Edgeware Road T597 Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua) 

This large tree has significant amenity value in an area with few large trees. 

It is in fair condition with no significant defects noted but remedial pruning is recommended (to 

balance the lopsided crown). 

The current owner bought the property in 2003 with the tree already protected. 

 

876 Colombo Street English Oak (Quercus robur)  

Very large historic tree about 100 years old. Maintenance pruning required (deadwood removal). 

Current owner bought property with the tree already protected. 

7 Daresbury Street T585. Lombardy Poplar (Populus nigra ‘Italica’).  

Very large prominent specimen associated with a historic dwelling. Footpath requires maintenance. 

The current owner bought the property in 2013 with the tree already protected. 

140 Rugby Street T1103. English Oak (Quercus robur). 

Very large tree once associated with historic dwelling.  

Possible to obtain Resource Consent to prune tree with no charge for application for maintenance 

pruning.  

Original letter was not received, therefore no “unfairness” here. Owner bought property with 

protected tree in 2004. 

109 Clyde Road (14 trees).  

Many of these trees line Clyde Road and therefore have significant amenity value for the public. 

These trees and others also have significant amenity value for children at the school.  

No specific requests for removal of protection received yet. 

18 Church Square T525. Lancewood (Pseudopanax crassifolius).  

Tree is very large and old for its species, with a very large trunk. One of the largest oldest 

lancewoods in Christchurch. Condition is good. 

Owner bought property with protected tree in 1991. 
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1 Major Aitken Drive. T930. Deodar Cedar (Cedrus deodara). 

 

 

A very large prominent tree with significant amenity value, situated near a busy road at the entrance 

to Broad Oaks subdivision. 

Owner bought property with protected tree in 1996.  

Tree has dropped medium sized branches and been pruned. 

23 Thornycroft Street T1127. Common Lime (Tilia x europea). 

This is the Common Lime nearest the road (Thornycroft Street). It is very large and in good condition 

with no significant defects noted. 

I understand that the property owner was amenable to this tree being protected. 

The property changed hands in 2012, with protected trees. 

28 Seamount Terrace T1108.  Manna Gum (Eucalytus viminalis). 

This very large tree is a landmark in the area.  

Maintenance pruning to remove deadwood and reduce the end-weight of branches has been 

recommended but avoided by the owner. There is no indication that the whole tree is likely to fail 

but there are medium-sized dead branches in the crown which will eventually drop. 

14 Hawford Road (14 trees). 

These trees are associated with the historic dwelling and add significant amenity value to the area. 

The avenue of Horizontal Elms is one of the best in Christchurch and is visible from Hawford Road. 

Mrs Adams, who previously owned this property, was strongly in favour of protection of these trees. 

There is no cost for Resource Consent applications for tree maintenance. 
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151 Cashmere Road (Girl Guides Association) 27 trees  

The proposal to retain the protection of the two Rhododendrons (Tree ID 1879 and 1880), Bhutan 

Cypress (Cupressus torulusa) T49 and Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus) T495 is strongly 

supported. 

However removal of protection from 27 other trees is opposed. 

These trees contribute significant amenity value to the landscape and are appreciated by the public, 

being adjacent to Shalamar Drive and Worsleys Reserve, and are also appreciated by the Girl Guides 

during activities and meetings on site.  

The total landscape amenity value of these trees is very high. A rough estimate of the STEM amenity 

value of an average large tree is about $25,000 giving these trees at total value of $675,000. The 

actual figure will be much higher as these trees are especially large and old, but time does not allow 

a more detailed estimate. Should the property be subdivided or sold, the loss of amenity to the 

public could be huge. 

Some of these trees were planted by Sir John Cracroft Wilson in the 1850’s (e.g. the Bhutan 

Cypresses, and he also planted Oaks and Gums) placing them amongst the earliest plantings in 

Christchurch. The Girl Guides Association was given the responsibility of maintaining this legacy. 

Previous Girl Guides leaders/property managers have been supportive of tree protection and even 

distributed a booklet with a plan and list of the protected trees. The current property manager is 

unlikely to have the unanimous support of the Girl Guides Association and of the Girl Guides 

themselves and their parents in wishing to remove the protection from these trees. 

Most of the buildings and services are not located in serious conflict with the trees. Resource 

Consents for tree maintenance do not attract fees. There have not been many Resource Consent 

applications regarding Notable Trees on this site. 

Some of the trees are situated fairly close together, resulting in some mutual suppression of growth, 

but contributing to pleasant woodland or avenue effects. Some shading is desirable to reduce the 

risk of skin cancer, some maintenance pruning is possible to allow more sunlight in.  

The condition most of these trees was assessed by “A.B.”, known to grade trees strictly. The trees 

are not particularly hazardous currently and maintenance pruning could address any concerns. 

Most of the species e.g. Pin Oaks, English Oaks and Manna Gums grow particularly well in 

Christchurch and recommendations against planting them are seldom made. 

There is an especially large Giant Sequoia (Sequiadendron giganteum) on site (T482) which is 

probably at least 150 years old and is currently protected as a Heritage Tree. 
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207 Lincoln Road T888 Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra). 

 

This is an especially large landmark tree readily visible from Lincoln Road, contributing significant 

amenity value to the landscape. 

It has some dead branches in its crown which could be removed to prevent them from falling. 

Removal of its protection is not recommended prior to an arboricultural inspection and report. 

The property was bought in 1999 with the tree already protected. 

87 Brockworth Place. Lemonwood (Pittosporum eugenioides) 3 trees. 

These are large healthy examples of this species. They have significant amenity value to the public 

being situated close to the road boundary and thus do not intrude greatly into the section should 

land be required for development. Some pruning is possible. 

The current owner purchased the property in 2014 with the trees already protected. 

94 Opawa Road. T976. London Plane (Platanus x acerifolia). 

This large healthy tree located near the road contributes significant amenity value to the area. 

It could be pruned to reduce shading.  A Resource Consent for tree maintenance is free. 
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The property was bought by the current owner in 2007 with the tree already protected. 

104 Glandovey Road Camperdown Elm (Ulmus glabra “Camperdownii”) T632 and Coast Redwood 

(Sequoia sempervirens) T631. 

The Camperdown Elm is slightly suppressed due to being located near the Copper Beech but this has 

only slightly affected its condition. It is a large specimen, visible from the Fendalton Road. 

The Coast Redwood is a large for its species for Christchurch, and contributes significantly to the 

streetscape of Idris Road. 

This property was bought in 2014 with the trees already protected, its value reflected this. 

16 Heaton Street English Elm (Ulmus procera) T 742 and T743. 

These very tall trees are prominent in the streetscape and contribute significant amenity value and 

add to the character of to the area. Their health is reasonable, not poor, and maintenance pruning is 

possible, perhaps by access from the property side or by a climbing arborist. 

The current owner bought the property in 2014 with the trees already protected. 

34 Woodham Road T1172. Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica) 

This is a landmark tree in area with few very large trees. It has suffered branch loss from snow 

damage and pruning but is not quite as one-sided as suggested (some lower branches on the 

property side have been removed). 

Maintenance pruning to tidy the crown canopy and monitoring of the tree’s condition (which is 

currently fair) is recommended. 

The property was sold in 1998 with the tree already protected. 

24 McDougall Avenue T947. Deodar Cedar (Cedrus deodara) 

This is a very large tree which enhances the site. Its condition is reasonable, a small amount of 

deadwood in the crown could be removed. 

It may be possible to build near it and retain it if care is taken. Little pruning would be required as 

the lower limbs have already been removed.  

Trees in healthcare facilities have significant benefits for patients. 

50 Kirk Road (St Saviours Church) T850 Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria araucana) T851 and T852 Atlas 

Cedar (Cedrus atlantica) T853 Italian Cypress (Cupressus sempervirens) 

Atlas Cedar T851 is an extremely large specimen (27 metres wide) near the entranceway to the 

historic church, which adds significant landscape amenity value to the historic (1867) setting and is 

visible from the road. It has 3 co-dominant trunks and is cable-braced for safety. 

Atlas Cedar T852 is a very large prominent tree near a main road in reasonably good condition with 

some maintenance pruning recommended. 

The Italian Cypress frames the entranceway and is a large historic specimen readily visible from the 

road. 

The Monkey Puzzle is also a tree associated with the historic church. It requires minor maintenance 

pruning to remove deadwood. 
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834 Gebbies Pass Road T621. English Oak (Quercus robur). 

This is a very large tree associated with St Peter’s historic (1871) church, is in reasonably good 

condition, and significantly contributes amenity value to the setting. 

85 North Avon Road T968. Camperdown Elm (Ulmus glabra “Camperdownii”). 

This tree was assessed as being in good condition, Its failure to attain significant status initially was 

due to being slightly too small although it is large for a Camperdown Elm and is in an area with few 

large trees. 

It is situated a few metres from the house, which it may be possible to demolish and rebuild without 

major damage to the root system. 

Located south of the house it does not cause shading. 

1 Wood Lane 2 Tulip Trees (Liriodendron tulipifera) 

These are two very large specimen trees in reasonably good condition located near a river and 

readily visible from a busy road. 

Although the Copper Beech has higher amenity value and is more worthy of retention then the tulip 

trees, it is too early to be certain whether future building will require removal of one or more of 

these three protected trees. 

383 Colombo Street T574. Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 

This site has multiple occupiers and there may have been some confusion regarding the location of 

the tree. It is not part of an unkempt shrubby area but is located near the boundary with 387 

Colombo Street. 

The holly is situated near the entrance of the ANZ bank where it provides significant amenity value 

on a busy road in an area with few trees. Though it has been pruned to fit a confined position it was 

assessed as having good health. It is an attractive tree and there is no current need for its removal. 

The site was sold in 2014 with the tree already protected. 
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133 Centaurus Road T503. English Elm (Ulmus procera) 

 

This is a very large landmark tree (one of the largest in the area) with very high landscape amenity 

value.  

Its exact location has not been determined with 100% certainty (the centre of the trunk may be on 

the street or on the property) but in any case, the boundary bisects the trunk, approximately 

halfway through. 

Leaf litter in gutters is not sufficient reason for removal of protected trees and gutter guard reduces 

this problem. 

The repair works on the garage appear to have been completed. 

Suckering roots many metres from the tree are too small to cause any damage. 

The City Council could contribute to maintenance and inspection of the tree. 

The current owner bought the property in 1993 with the tree already protected. 

46 Balrudry Street English Oaks (Quercus robur) 12 trees 

These trees were planted by the Fitzgerald children in the 1850’s, a fact overlooked in the recent 

survey, and thus have high historic value as they were amongst the earliest plantings in Christchurch. 

Their health was recently rated as good.  
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They overlook a river, an area not suitable for building. 

The owner bought the property in 2014 with the trees already protected. 

11 Campbell Street Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) T479 and Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenix 

canariensis) T478 

The Canary Island Date Palm is a tall tree (12 metres high), in good condition. 

The Pin Oak is in reasonable condition and is very large, contributing significant amenity value to the 

area.  

More than half of the profile of each tree is visible from the road. 

Both trees are over 90 years old, amongst the oldest trees in Sumner. 

The current owner bought the property in 2008 with the trees already protected. 

19 Joyce Crescent T782. Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica “Purpurea”) 

This is a very large attractive specimen tree. Its condition is reasonably good ( it has a small amount 

of deadwood) though its roots are confined by buildings, a drive and a swimming pool nearby. 

Damage to the driveway can be repaired without removing the tree. 

As stated, the tree was already protected when the property was purchased. 

108 Shortland Street. Manna Gums (Eucalyptus viminalis) group of 4 

This is a landmark group of very large trees in reasonable condition prominently visible in an area 

where there are few large trees. 

Although the neighbour has complained of shade, this could be reduced by pruning. Maintenance 

pruning would also reduce the chance of branches dropping. There are no records of Resource 

Consent applications for pruning, although there is no fee for Resource Consent applications 

maintenance pruning. 

The property changed hands in 2007 with the trees already protected. 

Ministry of Education Public Schools 

Of the Ministry of Education appears to have systematically applied to remove protection from all or 

most of the Notable Trees in schools in Christchurch (this is somewhat in contrast to say, the Church 

Property Trustees). It is very unlikely that this view is unanimously shared by individual school 

boards, teachers, parents, pupils and the public appreciating these trees, or that there has been any 

consultation of these people. The response appears to have come from someone who has not even 

seen the trees nor thought the issue through on a tree by tree basis and I recommend obtaining 

opinions from other employees of the Ministry of Education. 

The trees have been protected for decades through much building and development and there is no 

need to suddenly stop protecting them now. The Resource Consent process allows for new building, 

etc. in schools. Should school land be subdivided or sold, the loss of amenity value to the public due 

to the loss of trees could be huge. 

The benefits of the environment (including large trees) to children cannot be overstated. Who wants 

to send their children to bare drab slum-like schools? 
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311 Gloucester Street Chrsitchurch East School  Kauri (Agathis australis) T636 Black Beech 

(Nothofagus solandrii) T638 English Oak (Quercus robur) T635 Common Walnut (Juglans regia) T637 

These trees, visible from the road, have high amenity value especially in their school location. There 

are few large trees in the area. 

The Black Beech is a large healthy specimen beside the road. The Kauri is large for Christchurch and 

is of botanical interest to the children. 

The English Oak is very large and healthy and near busy Barbadoes Street. 

Maintenance pruning (end weight reduction of limbs) is recommended for the Beech and Walnut, 

otherwise they are O.K. 

Although the school may be redeveloped we do not yet know if the trees will conflict with plans and 

Resource Consent can be applied for. 

71 Sandwich Road (Beckenham School) T1105 English Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) T 1106 London Plane 

(Platanus x orientalis) 

These trees are very large specimens with high amenity value to the school and to the public 

(particularly the London Plane, visible from Eastern Terrace). They are in reasonable condition. 

Building proposals might require their removal via Resource Consent eventually but they are worth 

noting as valuable. 

22 Albert Terrace (St Martins School) T464. English Oak (Quercus robur) 
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This is an exceptionally large tree 32 metres wide and over 100 years old with good health and 

structure. It did not make the original list solely because branches had been pruned, making its 

“shape” fair. It has very high landscape amenity value, especially in its location. 

It is unlikely to be in the way of rebuilding or development in its location. 

22 Brougham Street (Addington School) Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) T464 Southern Magnolia 

(Magnolia grandiflora) T463 

The Turkey Oak is a very large specimen with good health and structure, not on the original list 

because of suppression from other trees affecting its shape. It has high amenity value in its location, 

close to busy Brougham Street as well as being in the school. 

The Magnolia is large for its species and is also suppressed by other trees. 

70 Harakeke Street (Adams House) Morinda spruce (Picea smithiana) two trees, Bhutan Cypress 

(Cupressus torulosa) 

These three mature trees have high amenity value on the road frontage where they do not intrude 

into the property too much, allowing room for development. 

They are in reasonable condition: the Bhutan Cypress is especially good, the Morinda Spruces are a 

bit sparse especially the northern one (they may have been affected by drought during the survey). 

61 Bridle Path Road (Heathcote School) T452 Common Walnut 

This tree has significant amenity value in the school. It is reasonably healthy and needs minor 

deadwood removal. 

33 Aikmans Road (Elmwood Normal School) Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea) T405 Maidenhair Tree 

(Ginkgo biloba) T406 

These trees have significant public amenity value, especially the larger Scarlet Oak, located near 

roads in an area without many large trees. The very large Scarlet Oak is cable braced for safety but in 

good health. 

510 Hagley Ave (Hagley High School) English Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) T672 T678, English Oak 

(Quercus robur) T673 T675 T676 T677, Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) T674, Horizontal 

Elm (Ulmus glabra “Horizontalis”) T680 

The Horzontal Elm is one of the largest in Christchurch (19 metres across) in reasonably good 

condition with very high landscape amenity value. 
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The other trees are also in reasonably good condition and as a group have very high amenity value 

for those at the school and those using the road. They are associated with a historic building. Trees 

on the other side of Hagley Avenue have died and been removed due to flooding so this area would 

be bare without the Hagley High School trees.  

2 (10) Halswell Road (Spreydon School) Chinese Evergreen Magnolia (Magnolia delavayi) T682, 

Common Lime (Tilia x europaea) T683, Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) T684, English Elm (Ulmus procera) 

T685, Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) T686, Field Maple (Acer campestre) T687. 

The Chinese Evergreen (large leafed) Magnolia is rare and of botanical interest to children at the 

school and is in good condition. 

The other trees form an impressive backdrop to the Halswell River and Annex Road and have very 

high amenity value as a group. Their condition is reasonably good except for minor deadwood and 

the Ash and Plane may need bracing.  

38 Truro Street (Redcliffs School/Van Asch Deaf Education Centre).  Variegated Lemonwood 

(Pittosporum eugenioides “Variegata”) T1141 T1142, Norfolk Pine  (Araucaria heterophylla) T1143, 

London Plane (Platanus x acerifolia) T1132, Cork Oak (Quercus suber) T 1133, Deodar Cedar (Cedrus 

deodara) T1134, Smooth leafed Elm (Ulmus carpinifolia) T1135, Blue Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica 

“Glauca”) T 1136, Karaka (Corynocarpus leavigatus) T1137, Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) T1138, 

English Oak (Quercus robur) T1139 T1140. 

The very large Oaks along the northern boundaries are trees with very high public amenity value for 

those travelling along the roads or in the school, and were probably planted around the time the 

school opened in 1904.  
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The Norfolk Pine is a large attractive tree. 

The Cork Oak is an uncommon tree of botanical interest. 

The Karaka is a large attractive single trunked specimen. 

The variegated Lemonwoods are large specimens in good condition. 

The Cedars are also large attractive specimens. 

168 Clyde Road (Fendalton School) Red Beech (Nothofagus fusca syn. Fuscospora fusca) T561 T562, 

English Oak (Quercus robur) T560 T563 T564, Common Lime (Tilia x europaea) T565, Common 

Walnut (Juglans regia) T566,  Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) Tree specimen 1378 1379/ TG9 

These trees contribute significant amenity value to the landscape, particularly to the school, and are 

in reasonably good condition.  

The two native Red Beech trees are very large for their species. 

The exotic trees are good examples of species common in the area. 

As there are no immediate development plans, retention of the protection of all these trees is 

recommended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

91 Harewood Road. T700 English Elm (Ulmus procera) 

This very large tree has significant amenity value for the residents and the public. Its health was 

rated good and its structure fair in the recent survey, with no significant defects mentioned. 

Maintenance pruning has been recommended. 

300 Stanmore Road T1118. Weeping Elm (Ulmus glabra ‘Horizontalis’) 

This Weeping Elm is currently classified as a Heritage Tree and has associations with the Hadfield 

family and a historic dwelling. It is one of the earliest planted Weeping Elms in Christchurch, and 

probably has the widest trunk.  

3661 - Ostash
Page 19 of 25



Its amenity value is appreciated by people shopping at the supermarket or using the busy road. 

Its condition is fair due to previous severe pruning and ground disturbance and it has some 

deadwood which could be removed periodically. It is now located within a planted area and the 

public are likelier to use paths than walk under it. It has shown some signs of improving in condition. 

The current owner bought the property in 1996 with the tree already protected. 

63 Hackthorne Road T670. Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria x heterophylla). 

This is an attractive landmark tree 25 metres high visible for some distance along the road. It would 

be much missed if removed. 

Its health was recently rated as good. 

The current owner bought the property in 2013 with the tree already protected. 

245 Antigua Street T412. Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’) 

While Resource Consent to remove other trees on site has been granted to allow building, this tree 

is to remain and merits continued protection. 

It has significant public amenity value, being located in the hospital area and near busy roads. It was 

recently assessed as having good health. 

The site changed hands in 2014 with the trees already protected. 

79 Beachville Rd T430. Ngaio (Myoprum laetum) 

This is one of the largest Ngaio Trees in Christchurch (12 metres high 16 metres wide). It is in fair 

condition with small amounts of deadwood and decay due to its confined location near driveways. 

Some pruning and gutter guard could lessen litter problems and the driveway could be repaired. The 

tree does not overhang the roof, only the drive. 

 

273 Montreal Street T953. Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) 

This tree is in good condition. 

It could be pruned and a root barrier could be installed. 

85 Papanui Road T979. London Plane (Platanus x acerifolia) 

A very large healthy tree, contributing significant amenity value to area. 

Tree roots would be unlikely to enter new plastic drains, no video evidence provided that this tree is 

causing the problem. 

4A Bruce Trerrace T571. Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenis canariensis) 

An attractive large palm tree is in good condition and well maintained. No reason for removal is 

given. 

T571 is nearest to Aubrey Street, nowhere near 4A Bruce Terrace. 

15 Peterborough Street T1032 Hall’s Totara (Podocarpus hallii) 
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This is a large specimen in reasonably good condition that adds amenity value to the area. 

It may or may not need to be removed for demolition. 

4 Kahikatea Lane T783  Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo biloba) 

This is a very large three-trunked specimen in fair condition. 

There is no fee for Resource Consent applications for tree maintenance. 

4 Brockworth Place (75 Deans Avenue) T462 Irish Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo) 

This large specimen contributes significant amenity value to the area including Deans Avenue. 

Its condition is fair (it has a few small dead branches) due to its confined location. 

There is no fee for Resource Consents for maintenance pruning. 

The tree was already protected when the current owner bought the property in 1996 (neighbours 

bought then also). 

387 Manchester Street T937. Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’) 

This is the tree (of two Copper Beeches) closest to the road. 

It is exceptionally large and has very high amenity value, and is visible from the road. It is part of the 

grounds of historic McLean’s Mansion. 

The other Copper Beech is infected with Ganoderma fungus and has a limited life expectancy. 

56 Bristol Street T458. Common Walnut (Juglans regia) 

This is a very large healthy specimen, partially visible from the road. 

It is located about 4 metres from the boundary fence where it is unlikely to cause damage. 

Other walnut trees have been protected and rat problems have been overcome. 

The current owners bought the property in 2014 with the tree already protected. 

63 Nayland Street  T7966 and T7967 Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis) 

These tall palms have high amenity value in the landscape. They are located near the boundary of 

Stoke Street, not intruding much into the property should redevelopment occur. 

32 Linwood Avenue  Weeping Elm (Ulmus glabra “Horozontalis”) T890 Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) 

T891 Common Walnut (Juglans regia) T892 

These very large trees contribute high amenity value to an area which generally has few large trees. 

They are in reasonably good condition, the Weeping Elm being the best. 

Some maintenance e.g. minor deadwood removal is recommended. 

Although the location of the trees may conflict with accessways it is too early to know for certain 

how the property might be subdivided and whether this will be the case (Resource Consent can then 

be applied for if necessary).  
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429 Papanui Rd T1017 Wellingtonia (Sequiadendrom giganteum) 

 

 

This prominent tree has very high landscape amenity value, located near a very busy road. 

Although its condition is fair due to soil compaction in the past, the assessment report does not 

express concern about its stability. Removal of small dead branches is recommended. 

The current owner bought the property in 1998 with the tree already protected. 

76 Palatine Terrace T978.  Common Lime (Tilia x vulgaris) 

This very large Lime tree situated beside the road has high landscape amenity value. 

The current owner bought the property with the tree protected. 

43 Innes Road T778 Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) 

This tree contributes significant amenity value being visible from Innes Road. 

It is in fair condition but could be improved by removing deadwood.   

3661 - Ostash
Page 22 of 25



 

92 Opawa Road T975. Camperdown Elm (Ulmus glabra “Camperdownii”) 

This is a large specimen which is visible from Opawa Road and associated with a historic house. 

Its condition was recently rated as good. It is moderately suppressed on one side.  

It contributes to shading to a moderate extent but other trees in front of it do too. 

Property bought with tree protected in 1995. 

19 Memorial Avenue T950, T949 English Oak (Quercus robur) 

There does not appear to be a submission against protection of these trees. 

They have significant amenity value to users of the shopping mall and road, especially the larger tree 

T950.  

They are located northwest of the supermarket, along Memorial Avenue. 

53 Woodills Road T1173  Kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides) 

This tree is very large and is probably pre-European and has very high amenity value and high 

ecological value. 

It was supressed by another tree on one side but that tree has been removed. 

The property has multiple owners, none live on site. It changed hands in 2011 with the tree already 

protected. 

137 Leinster Road (St George’s Hospital) T865. Camperdown Elm (Ulmus glabra “Camperdownii”) 

This large Camperdown Elm is associated with a historic building and has high landscape amenity 

value, appreciated by people using the hospital or travelling along Leinster Road. There are not many 

trees on the hospital grounds. 

It is in fair condition (requiring removal of some deadwood). 

It may need to be removed if in conflict with rebuilding or land remediation when detailed plans are 

available.  
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Some general comments on the submissions 

I have read the residents’ concerns and consider that most of them can be addressed by means 

other than tree removal. 

Most of the problems of shading and leaf litter can be alleviated to some extent by pruning and the 

installation of gutter guard. Pathways, drives and pipes can be repaired and constructed in ways to 

prevent future damage, sometimes with the use of root barriers and/or root pruning. 

Some mention the cost of Resource Consents. There is no fee for applications for maintenance 

pruning. Furthermore, there is a discretionary fund available to assist with pruning costs, especially 

in cases of hardship. City Council arborists inspect and advise on trees, particularly with regard to 

Resource Consent applications. 

Some have mentioned the effects of trees on property value or on future subdivision. Concerns 

about effects of trees on property prices probably motivated a large number of these submissions, 

at least in part. Many appear to be jumping at the chance to potentially lift the property value, but 

unfortunately at a cost to public amenity.  

The vast majority of submitters bought the property with the tree already protected so have not lost 

any property value through its protection. Those who bought properties with protected trees could 

have bought other properties if they strongly disliked the trees. 

Since only 0.9% of properties in Christchurch have a Notable Tree, the overall effect on infill 

subdivision is negligible. Trees with high amenity value raise the property prices of an area. Land 

values in the U.S.A. are raised by about 15% if shade trees are present.  

Some have mentioned safety concerns, most of which can be addressed by pruning e.g. end-weight 

reduction of heavy extended limbs. Most of the defects mentioned by arborists assessing the trees 

were relatively minor or moderate and/or correctable, but the lay person may not have been aware 

of this. Trees with serious defects were not included when trees were originally protected. 

Some have mentioned low life expectancy of particular trees. Life expectancy was assessed rather 

severely in the survey. Actual life expectancy data based on historic removal records show that the 

assessed life expectancies were on average 2-3 times more severe than warranted. 

Trees in the mediated list had all passed the grade using the current assessment system, which is set 

to approximately the average standard used countrywide. The proposed system is several times as 

strict. Hence trees which initially missed out are still trees with very high landscape amenity value 

and are in at least reasonably good condition. 

The current assessment and consenting system has worked well most of the time and there is no 

need to fix something that isn’t broken. There is no need for a major reduction in protected tree 

numbers nor overall public support for this. 
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The issue of “fairness.” 

The City Arborist’s letter in 2015 did not state that protection would definitely be removed from a 

tree but that the tree currently remained protected, removal of protection was proposed, and the 

final outcome could be influenced by submissions and hearings. A recent submitter against 

protection of trees even said that “it was appreciated that other parties were able to lodge 

submissions.” It is well known that proposed District Plans are seldom identical to final approved 

District Plans and that the Resource Management Act gives the public the right to make submissions 

affecting outcomes. 

Though it could have been worded more clearly, this letter appears to contain insufficient grounds 

for requiring re-submission on individual trees. There was no legal need for the City Arborist to write 

a letter at all, particularly before the outcome was certain, so I question any legal implications of this 

letter altogether.  

The situation for property owners is the same as it was originally: a tree was protected (a long time 

ago) and remains protected and no additional tree protection is being introduced. The vast majority 

of property owners bought the site with the tree already protected and prices reflected this. The few 

that had a tree protected while owning a property (e.g. the Girl Guides, Church Property Trustees, 

and Ministry of Education) have had an opportunity to object at the time the tree was protected (the 

property owners mentioned did not). 

Removal of tree protection has deleterious effects for residents and visitors alike and erodes the 

Garden City environment. In effect, the proposal to review tree protection on an individual site by 

site basis is taking amenity value from the public and handing it over freely to the (usually) rich, 

including property speculators, to destroy and become richer. 

It should be noted that the submitters supportive of tree protection had no role in writing or failing 

to write letters to residents, so painting them as unfair is unfair in itself. Their concern is about the 

outcome, the greater long-term good of residents and visitors who appreciate beautiful trees in the 

Garden City. 

There has been unfairness toward the submitters supporting the current number of protected trees 

and/or the current assessment system who were led to believe that the City Council was amenable 

to protecting 1300 trees in total via the mediated agreement and to the public who benefit from the 

landscape amenity value of outstanding trees. 
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