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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 My full name is Jennifer Florence Moore.  My qualifications and expertise are 

set out in my evidence in chief for the Natural and Cultural Heritage proposal 

dated 3 December 2015. 

 

1.2 As part of my role at the Christchurch City Council (Council) I have been 

asked to provide evidence in relation to the additional tree considerations. With 

respect to the landscape assessment of trees in the private realm.  

 

1.3 I have been providing the Council with my expertise in relation to Topic 9.4 

Significant Trees since March 2015.  For private realm tree assessments I 

have been on 17 site visits, on 10 and 11 March 2015 and one site visit to one 

property on 27 July 2016. 

 

1.4 I have also previously provided evidence to the proposed Replacement District 

Plan Hearings Panel: 

 

(a) Natural and Cultural Heritage, evidence in chief dated 3 December 

2015. 

 

1.5 I have also been involved in Plan Change 84 and a number of Council 

hearings that relate to the assessment and appropriate location of trees.   

 

1.6 I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained 

in the Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I agree to comply with it. 

I confirm that I have considered all the material facts that I am aware of that 

might alter or detract from the opinions that I express, and that this evidence is 

within my area of expertise, except where I state that I am relying on the 

evidence of another person.  The Council, as my employer, has agreed to me 

giving expert evidence on its behalf in accordance with my duties under the 

Code of Conduct. 

 

1.7 The key documents I have used, or referred to, in forming my view while 

preparing this brief of evidence are: 

 

(a) Flook, R. Sept 1996. A Standard Tree Evaluation Method; and 

(b) Landscape Evaluation under STEM+ technical report, from the 

STEM+/CTEM methodology. 
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1.8 I confirm that I have read the evidence in chief for the following Council 

witnesses: 

 

(a) Mr Shane Moohan; 

(b) Mr Edward Sard; 

(c) Ms Caroline Rachlin; and  

(d) Mr William Blake. 

 

2. SCOPE 

 

2.1 My evidence also addresses the specific relief sought by those who submitted 

additional comments to the Independent Hearings Panel in July 2016.   

 

2.2 My evidence will also cover the following matters that remain outstanding or 

where some further discussion is required around my response to relief sought 

in the additional comments: 

 

(a) Exceptional Tree Assessment methodology. 

 

2.3 In preparing this evidence I have relied on evidence previously presented to 

the Panel and have cross referenced that evidence in my discussion below.  In 

this instance I refer to Item 3.3 of my evidence dated 3 December 2015 where 

I outline the STEM+/CTEM methodology and to Item 6.2 where I set out the 

process for undertaking an Exceptional Tree Assessment. 

 

2.4 Appendix A includes the assessment reports for trees at the following 

properties: 1 Wood Lane, Fendalton and 28 Seamount Terrace, Mt Pleasant. 

 

2.5 Appendix B illustrates the location of the Copper Beech at 1 Wood Lane, 

Fendalton.  

 

3. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

3.1 Healthy, well-formed trees of diverse age and species provide amenity value, 

landscape character and identity to many established suburbs in Christchurch. 

To maintain these values it is important that exceptional and significant trees 
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are retained and managed to provide a continuum of tree cover throughout 

these suburbs and new residential areas. 

 

3.2 To ensure that a wide range of tree species of varying age, scale and height 

are maintained throughout the residential suburbs of Christchurch it is 

important to provide a mechanism to assess and retain those trees species 

whilst also respecting the pressure of redevelopment of individual sites. 

 

3.3 Landscape assessments using the STEM+/CTEM methodology have been 

undertaken to identify trees that display specific characteristics that highlight 

their exceptional significance to a site and landscape.  

 

4. BACKGROUND 

 

4.1 Trees contribute to landscape character, visual amenity and sense of place. 

They introduce into the landscape scale, seasonal variation through leaf 

colour, the display of flowers and fruit, seeds or nuts. Their varying species 

with their form, shape and varying textures contribute to the amenity and 

landscape values by providing specific landmarks within the landscape and 

townscape. 

 

4.2 Trees can enhance built environments and reduce visual pollution such as 

overhead power lines, cell phone towers, less attractive built form and can act 

as a visual barrier to busy roads. They can provide shelter from wind, rain and 

protection from the sun. Trees can provide essential habitats for birds and 

shading for terrestrial and aquatic habitats. 

 

5. ANALYSIS OF SPECIFIC ADDITIONAL COMMENTS  

 

5.1 I have assessed the specific relief sought by those landowners who submitted 

an additional comment, insofar as it relates to my area of expertise, and 

address these below.   

 

Robert McCormack – Copper Beech at 1 Wood Lane, Fendalton 

 

5.2 Appendix A i) is the assessment report carried out by myself on 27 July 2016, 

where I visited the site and undertook a full landscape assessment of this tree. 
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In my assessment I concluded and recommended that this tree be classified 

as an Exceptional Significant Tree. 

 

5.3 I have read the comments from Mr C Cooper on behalf of Mr McCormack and 

the concerns he raised that ‘the Copper Beech tree does not enhance the 

property and limits the ability to sensibly develop the site’ (letter dated 5
 
July 

2016). 

 

5.4 As a result of the landscape assessment and my recommendations I do not 

agree that the Copper Beech does not enhance the property. 

 

5.5 With regard to the property of Mr McCormack at 1 Wood Lane. Mr McCormack 

has stated that the location of the Copper Beech, planted by his father 60 

years ago, puts significant constraints on the future development of this site. 

Appendix B illustrates the location of the Copper Beech at the top of a natural 

river terrace, at the back of the floodplain to the Avon River.  The area of the 

site closest to Wood Lane provides space for creatively arranged built form, 

whilst preserving the river terrace, river floodplain and established trees as 

garden area. 

 

5.6 In my opinion, the location of the Copper Beech provides an ideal visual  

screen and buffer between any proposed development on the north side of the 

site, and the busy intersection at Deans Avenue and Fendalton Road. 

 

Susan McCormack, Anne McCormack and Christina McCormack – Two Tulip Trees at 1 

Wood Lane, Fendalton 

 

5.7 Appendix A ii) is the assessment report I carried out on 27 July 2016 where I 

assessed these two trees as a group of trees TG19. I recommend that these 

trees be classified as significant based on the benefits they provide to the 

surrounding landscape and river environment. 

 

5.8 I have read the submission from Misses Susan, Anne and Christina 

McCormack and understand their concerns regarding the safety of these two 

trees. I note that there is ivy climbing up both of these trees which could 

compromise their health if this is not managed in an appropriate manner. 
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Simon Harty – Manna Gum at 28 Seamount Terrace, Mt Pleasant, Christchurch 

 

5.9 Appendix  A iii) is the report I carried out on 31
st
 March 2016 when I visited the 

site and carried out a landscape assessment. My recommendations from that 

assessment suggested that the tree provides distinctive character to the 

surrounding landscape but that in due course emerging trees on the site will 

eventually assume that role. Therefore the tree was not considered to be 

significant. 

 

5.10 I have read the submission from Mr Simon Harty and acknowledge his 

concerns with respect to Item 4a) where the tree is now out of context in a 

residential environment, having originally been planted when this 

neighbourhood was a more expansive rural site, and 4b) the risk of 

unexpected falling limbs often associated with this particular tree species, 

where the tree is now surrounded by residential properties. 

 

5.11 Mr Harty expresses in 4h) ‘the owners commitment to preserving existing 

native trees on the section and to supplement these with further native tree 

planting to build up the birdlife and biodiversity of the area’. In my assessment 

I identified that there are a number of younger aged Kowhai trees (Sophora 

microphylla) growing beneath the tree canopy and within the property, and that 

they, in due course, will provide their own distinctive character to this site and  

neighbourhood. 

 

5.12 In Item 4e) of his submission Mr Harty draws attention to the issue of lack of 

guarantee from the Council to assist with regular maintenance costs of 

protected trees and the restriction for owners to manage the risk of these 

trees. 
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5.13 In my view the concerns raised by Mr Harty could be addressed by relaxing 

the rules regarding pruning and thinning, to allow for property owners to 

engage a qualified industry approved arborist to undertake appropriate tree 

maintenance without the need for applying for a resource consent. 

 

  

 

Jennifer Florence Moore  

29 July 2016 
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Appendix A (i) 

 

Landscape Assessment 
Address:  1 Wood Lane, Fendalton, Christchurch   Date : 27th July 2016 
  
Tree Species: Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’ –Copper Beech, CCC ID 3496 
 
Native or Exotic:  Exotic, deciduous 
 
 

 
 
 

Criteria Landscape Assessment 

Context The tree is located in the centre of the site at 1 Wood Lane, at 
the edge of a shallow river terrace, at the back of a natural river 
floodplain. This photograph was taken from the edge of the site 
by Wood Lane, showing the north west side of the tree. 



 

2 
28180375_2.doc 

Role in Setting This tree, with its full spreading canopy, is a dominant feature 
on the site. It is clearly visible from Wood Lane and the Deans 
Avenue intersection end of  Fendalton Road. The spreading 
canopy of this tree is also visible from both sides of Harper 
Avenue at the intersection with Fendalton Road. Due to its 
height and presence along with other deciduous trees on the 
site and the Avon River riverbank, this particular tree 
contributes to the green corridor of mature trees bordering the 
river and road corridor around Hagley Park  

Stature Height 22.5m x Crown Spread 20.5m 
It presents with the well-balanced form of trunk and branch 
structure of a well maintain mature tree of its species.  

Visibility of tree The tree is clearly visible from Wood Lane and the 
Harper/Deans Avenue intersection end of Fendalton Road. The 
spreading canopy of this tree is also visible from both sides of 
Harper Avenue at the intersection with Fendalton Road. 

Proximity of other trees An established Cypress tree and evergreen Magnolia tree are 
appropriately spaced at a distance from this tree on its west 
side, allowing the Copper Beech to attain the well balanced 
shape and form that it presents. 

Climatic influence During the winter season a dappled shade is provided by the 
open canopy of this tree, during the summer months when this 
tree is in leaf the shading effect will be more dense. 

Landscape Significance Local (50) due to the character it adds to its location and the 
number of Copper Beech trees within the locality. 

Summary This tree presents with good form and stature at the edge of the 
river terrace, where it is a dominant feature on the site and the 
immediate landscape setting of adjacent established homes. 
Along with other mature trees on the site, it is associated with 
an older dwelling which no longer exists. 

Recommendation Although this tree occupies a dominant location on the site 
which may be perceived as compromising future development 
of the section. It is a tree of visual and cultural significance in 
the overall landscape setting of this neighbourhood. Due to its 
height, visual dominance and species which is associated with 
an older dwelling and well-established garden, this tree 
provides distinctive character to the surroundings and an 
acknowledgment of the leafy suburb of Fendalton. In my opinion 
this tree should be classified as an exceptional significant tree.  
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Appendix A (ii) 
 
Landscape Assessment of a Group of Trees TG19 
Address:  1 Wood Lane, Fendalton,Christchurch   Date : 27th July 2016 
 
Tree Species: Liriodendron tulipifera, Tulip Tree, CCC Tree ID 3627 & 3628 
 
Native or Exotic:  Exotic, deciduous 
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Criteria Landscape Assessment 

Context These two Tulip trees are set in a private garden at the edge of 
the Avon River on the west bank close to the river edge. Also 
along the riverbank is a  mature Alder located to the north east 
of these trees and a mature, but heavily modified Lombardy 
Poplar to the southwest. Similar mature exotic deciduous trees 
occupy the riverbank opposite the property.  

Role in Setting In this property setting the group is a dominating feature on the 
south west edge of the property boundary. The trees provides 
shade and a cooling effect to the setting and Avon River 
environment.  The group forms part of the wider vegetated 
character of the area and contributes to the green corridor along 
the Avon River and Deans Avenue.  If this group of trees were 
to be removed it would contribute to a reduction in the highly 
vegetated character of the neighbourhood. 

Stature Tulip Tree ID No. 3627 - Height 21m x Canopy Spread 9m, 
Tulip Tree ID No. 3628 – Height 23m x Canopy Spread 12m. 
These two trees are located approximately 1m apart. As a 
group they provide a good balanced shape, with no gaps or 
deformity in the canopy.  The root zone appears to be 
uncompromised but is very close to the river. 

Visibility of group The group is widely visible within the local area, particularly 
from Deans Avenue, Harper Avenue and their intersection with 
Fendalton Road, as well as from Hagley Park. 

Climatic influence Despite their height,  and because of their location on the south 
east corner of the property means that they cast minimal 
shadow over the property. Conversely they do provide welcome 
shade to the river environment which is beneficial to in stream 
ecology.  

Landscape Significance Christchurch (50) due to the services and amenity they provide 
to the local and wider area. 

Summary This is a healthy, well balanced group of trees which provide 
services to the wider community by contributing to the 
vegetated character of the area and the cooling effects of the 
trees over the Avon River. These trees also provide a back drop 
to the cellphone tower located behind the footpath at the north 
west corner of the Deans/Harper Avenue and Fendalton Road 
intersection.  

Recommendation The group be classified as significant because of the benefits 
they provide for, a) screening the dominant, tall, cell phone 
tower on the corner of Fendalton Road, from the site, b) as a 
backdrop to the cell phone tower as seen from the roads and 
park c) shade benefits to the river environment, d) their 
contribution to the green corridor alongside Deans Avenue and 
the Avon River.  
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Appendix A (iii) 
 
Landscape Assessment 
Address:  28 Seamount Terrace, Mt Pleasant, Christchurch  Date : 31st March 2016 
  
Tree Species: Eucalyptus viminalis, Manna Gum, CCC Tree ID 4838 
 
Native or Exotic:  Exotic 
 

 
 
 

Criteria Landscape Assessment 

Context The tree is located at the south west corner of the garden at 28 
Seamount Terrace, Mt Pleasant. 

Role in Setting It adds height and a full tree canopy to this neighbourhood where it is 
visible from either end of Seamount Terrace. Due to its height and 
presence this particular tree, along with a number of other large scale 
exotic evergreen trees punctuate the built form which is spread 
across the hillside of this suburban landscape at Mt Pleasant. 

Stature Height 21m x Crown Spread 17.5m 
It has an  unbalanced form and canopy, which appears to have been 
shaped by prevailing winds and limb removal. It has an interesting 
branching pattern where the distinctive light coloured trunks and 
branches highlight the distinctive character of this tree.  

Visibility of tree Its high spreading canopy provides a backdrop to the dominant 
overhead power lines that border this street, where the tree is highly 
visible from either end of the street.  
This tree is visible from the Causeway and is one of a number of 
evergreen large scale trees scattered amongst the built form of 
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residential houses in this suburb of Mt Pleasant. 

Proximity of other trees Establishing kowhai trees are growing below this tree and fill the void 
between ground level and the underside of this tree's canopy. 

Climatic influence Dappled shade is provided by the open canopy of this tree species; 

Landscape Significance Local (10) due to the character it adds to its location. 

Summary This tree is exhibiting signs of die back in some of its branches and 
there is a sealed driveway 4m from its base, which could have an 
impact on its long term health. This tree is associated with an older 
dwelling which is no longer on the site. Manna Gum and additional 
Australian banksia species are well represented plant species in this 
hill side suburb where they grow well in these site conditions. Its 
scale and dominance is likely to have a negative impact on 
surrounding dwellings, where it may create shade and obscure views.  
On this site there is evidence of other tree species which have the 
potential to provide vegetative enhancement in this neighbourhood. 

Recommendation Although this is a distinctive tree in the overall landscape setting of 
Mt Pleasant, due to its height, visual dominance and association with 
an older dwelling, it is a species well represented in the 
neighbourhood.  As noted there are several large scale trees such as 
Norfolk Island Pine, Macrocarpa and Pine species scattered 
throughout the suburb which identify this as an older well 
established neighbourhood. If this tree is well managed it should 
continue to provide character to this setting but in due course 
surrounding Kowhai tree have the potential to grow and provide their 
own distinctive character to this neighbourhood. In my opinion this 
tree provides distinctive character to the surroundings but is not in 
itself a significant tree as there are surrounding trees that will assume 
its role in due course. 
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Appendix B 

 

 

 

 

Location of the Copper Beech at the top of the river terrace at 1 Wood Lane, Fendalton 

 


