
Brian & Annette Watson                                                                                                        6 July 2016 

133 Centaurus Road 

Huntsbury 

Christchurch 8022 

 

Victoria Henstock 

Secretariat of the Independent Hearings Panel 

 

Dear Madam, 

 

With regard to your letter on the 24 June 2016 – Topic 9.4 – Significant Trees-Tree Number T503: 

Ulmus Procera at above address. 

 

We B & A Watson are the owners of the above property at which the significant tree above is so 

called situated on our property.    

Firstly:  this tree is not completely situated on our property.  Our property has recently been 

surveyed and this tree is right on the boundary along the front fence line. More on the council land 

than our side. Because of major repairs to our home there has been various problems with this tree 

and it has caused many expenses to our insurance company to get approval from the council to 

proceed with certain areas of repair and building. Also many hold ups have occurred which has 

drawn the repairs out to over 1 and ½ years of repairs. 

Our other concerns are: 

It is a very large tree now and it is sitting right over our property.  It needs to be properly maintained 

which it has not had a really good prune for over 3 years.  There are many dead branches up in the 

canopy and when we have a good blow many branches break off.  Up until now the Council have 

maintained the tree but we always need to get them around to inspect before any maintenance is 

organised.  It is also right over the foot path and road here on Centaurus Road which is a major road.  

It also hangs over our next door neighbour and she has had many branches falling on her roof one of 

which caused her to have her roof repaired. 

There is also a problem every year with the falling leaves which block up all our spouting and this 

year have needed to be cleaned out 3 times.   

We have just had our garage rebuilt and there have been restrictions put on the driveway that we 

are allowed to lay.  It needs to be of certain material so that it does not stop the water from reaching 

the roots of the tree and yet there is a footpath and roadway which must affect it in the same way 

but does not seem to have needed the same restrictions that was imposed on our driveway.  

This tree caused many problems with our property before the earthquake with uplifting out fence 

and cracking our driveway and garage floor.   There are sprouting of the tree coming up right down 
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the back of our property which come up from the roots of the tree.  So it just shows up how far the 

root system must go from the tree.  We would hate to think what would happen if this tree were to 

fall over at any stage.  We were told with regard to the repairs of our home that if it came to a 

decision whether it was between the tree and our home, our home would take president over any 

decision made.   Trees of this size should not be allowed to grow in a built up area and so close to 

any buildings as they pose many dangers. The foot path outside our property has many cracks and is 

very uneven and in some parts has sunk.  It is a beautiful tree but either needs to have a major 

prune or have something done about it. 

 

We would like to have the opportunity to be heard with our concerns re this tree and await you 

reply re this matter. 

 

Regards, 

Annette and Brian Watson    
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