
From: Jarrod Purdue <Jarrod@brighthopeworld.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 28 June 2016 2:20 p.m.
To: Chch Plan - Info
Subject: significant Tree No. T974

Jarrod Purdue
88 Opawa Rd
Opawa
Christchurch
28/6/2016

Hi Victoria
I am writing in response to your letter(dated 24 June 2016) regarding a significant tree(T974) on our property. We are the owners and occupiers of the property and
we are desperately trying to get the council to let us remove this tree. We consider this tree dangerous and have cordoned off a large area of our back yard under
the tree to try and keep our kids away. It continually drops branches and we have had 2 incidents in the last year. Around the middle of last year my youngest boy
(3years at the time)was jumping on the trampoline and was struck on the head by a small branch which cut him above his eye. He cried for a while(as 3 year olds do
when they see blood) but in truth it was only a small cut so I put on a bandaid and sent him out to carry on playing. Although I wasn’t overly concerned(Dee my
wife was more concerned) it did make we wonder what would have happened if the branch had of been one of the larger ones that had fallen. Not long after that I
received the letter from Shane Moohan  explaining that the tree in question was going to be taken off the significant tree list so we were quite relieved that it
seemed that we were going to be able to sort the tree out in due course.
Then a couple of months ago a large limb fell and just missed Marley my second oldest boy(aged 8) and this was large enough to do some serious damage. So now
we are really concerned, so we decide to cordon off the area  under the tree until the council officially takes the tree off the list. A couple of weeks later I am
telling my neighbour about what happened and he explained that he had found out that the tree was no longer going to be taken off the list(he had enquired
separately as he was tired of this tree blocking all his sun)! So that is when we started to have a bit of a panic as we have 4 young boys and they really need their
back yard and I constantly catch them inside the area and stuff is continually falling. We immediately applied to the council to try and get the tree taken down but
we need Arborist reports and from what I can tell from their procedures this is going to take a long time be costly and still may not help us at all.  All this to say that
if I can plead my case to this Panel we may be able to solve all this quickly and not have to go through a long and difficult Resource Consent Process.
Is there any chance I could come a speak earlier with the Panel as this is an urgent matter for our family?

Kind Regards

Jarrod and Debra Purdue.
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