
From: Tim Joll <timj@planzconsultants.co.nz>

Sent: Thursday, 7 July 2016 4:58 p.m.

To: Chch Plan - Info

Cc: Vikanda Bagrie; Sandy Hastings; David Kolien

Subject: Letter to Independent Hearing Panel regarding listed trees

Attachments: Letter to Independent Hearing Panel regarding listed trees.docx

Dear Victoria,

Thank you for your letter dated 24 June regarding the potential listing of tree number T1107 (Japanese Cedar) in the proposed District Plan on the Beckenham
School site at 71 Sandwich Road and the subsequent letter dated 29 June regarding the potential listing of an additional 2 trees on the site not identified in the
original letter; tree numbers T1105 (English Ash) and T1106 (Oriental plane). Beckenham School and the Ministry of Education welcomes the opportunity to provide
feedback to the Independent Hearings Panel on this matter.

Please find attached a letter outlining the concerns of Beckenham School and the Ministry of Education to the proposed listings.

Yours Sincerely,

Tim

Planz Consultants
Logo

Tim Joll - Senior Planner
DDI: 03 372 2282 M: 022 171 1529 E: timj@planzconsultants.co.nz W: planzconsultants.co.nz
P: PO Box 1845, Christchurch 8140 A: 124 Peterborough Street, Christchurch 8013

Notice: The information in this email is confidential and is intended only for the use of the addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, copying or use of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please reply to the author by return email, and delete the original message.
Thank you.
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Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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T: 03 377 9829    E: chch@planzconsultants.co.nz    W: planzconsultants.co.nz    A: 124 Peterborough St    PO Box 1845    Christchurch 8140    New Zealand 

 

7 July 2016 

Our Reference: 14178 

 

Victoria Henstock 

Executive Director, Secretariat 

Independent Hearing Panel 

 

Email: info@chchplan.ihp.govt.nz 

 

Dear Victoria, 

RE: TOPIC 9.4 – Significant Trees at 71 Sandwich Road  

Thank you for your letter dated 24 June regarding the potential listing of tree number T1107 (Japanese 
Cedar) in the proposed District Plan on the Beckenham School site at 71 Sandwich Road and the 
subsequent letter dated 29 June regarding the potential listing of an additional 2 trees on the site not 
identified in the original letter; tree numbers T1105 (English Ash) and T1106 (Oriental plane). 
Beckenham School and the Ministry of Education welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback to the 
Independent Hearings Panel on this matter  

By way of background, Beckenham School and the Ministry of Education have been working on a Master 
Plan for the redevelopment of the school for more than a year and are weeks away from lodging the 
Outline Plan of Works with the City Council. The redevelopment of the site is being undertaken in 
response to increases in student numbers and to provide modern learning spaces for current and future 
students. The site is designated for ‘Primary School Purposes’ in Volume 3, Part 12, Clause 2.9.1 of the 
operative Christchurch City Plan and Chapter 10, Listing L26 of the proposed Christchurch Replacement 
District Plan 

One of these three trees (tree number T1105) is located very close to the proposed new Ferndale Unit 
and it needs to be removed as part of the redevelopment works. A copy of the proposed Master Plan is 
attached for your reference showing the location of tree T1105 relative to the proposed new Ferndale 
Unit. The other two potentially listed trees (T1106 and T1107) are proposed to be retained, however the 
School and Ministry remain concerned about the potential implications of retaining the listing for future 
development opportunities on a constrained site. 

The School and Ministry were surprised to receive your letters regarding Council’s change of position 
regarding tree numbers T1105, T1106 and T1107 on the site.  Whilst it is appreciated that other parties 
are able to lodge submissions, the School did not anticipate such a significant change in Council’s 
positon (relisting some 800 trees) in response to a single somewhat generic submission. It is also 
concerning that despite the School and Ministry having worked constructively with Council through the 
development of the Master Plan, no communication has been received from Council regarding their 
change in position, or the implications that this change might have on the proposed redevelopment of 
the site or future development opportunities. 

The Outline Development Plan includes a comprehensive landscape plan prepared by Mark Newdick 
Landscape Architects, with the design brief to ensure that the site retains a high amenity setting with 
attractive landscaped street frontages and enhanced landscape values along the waterway. As such the 
loss of tree T1105 is not considered to have a significant adverse effect on the amenity of the wider 
community, and enables the site to be used efficiently for the delivery of improved education facilities. 
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Relisting this tree creates greater uncertainty through the current Outline Plan of Works process and / 
or costs and delays in a significant redesign of the Masterplan. Furthermore, while the listing of T1106 
and T1107 does not directly impact on the current Master Plan, it does create greater uncertainty 
around future development potential of the site. The benefits of retention for these trees and in 
particular tree T1105 are not therefore considered to be such that the costs to Beckenham School and 
the Ministry of Education are warranted. 

Beckenham School and the Ministry of Education appreciate the opportunity provided by the Hearings 
Panel to make our concerns known. At this stage we do not anticipate speaking to the Panel or calling 
expert evidence on this matter. If requested by the Panel, we would however be happy to appear to 
answer any questions that the Panel might have. 

 

Yours faithfully 

PLANZ CONSULTANTS LTD 

 

Tim Joll 

Senior Planner 

DDI: (03) 372 2285 
Email: timj@planzconsultants.co.nz 
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