
From: Thomas, Kate <Kate.Thomas@anz.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 5 July 2016 9:18 a.m.
To: Chch Plan - Info
Cc: Sue Thomas
Subject: Significant Tree - T458: Juglans regia - at 56 Bristol Street

Dear Victoria,

My name is Kate Thomas and I have lived at the property located at 56 Bristol Street, Saint Albans, since December 2015.
I am a tenant of the property, however my father Michael Thomas, owns the property and I have consulted with him before writing this email. Hence
this email is on behalf of both owner and occupier.

The first CCC letter we received advised us that the walnut tree on our property had been taken off the schedule of significant trees, due to rotting
and poor health. The tree was planted 80-100 years ago and at the time, may have been a good idea. However today it creates many problems in the
back yard.

The tree is 16 metres high and spreads out 14.5 metres over our house and the neighbouring houses. As the tree is on the list of significant trees, it
means we are unable to remove any limbs or prune it back. In a storm, a branch could break off and fall over up to 3 houses. In autumn the leaves
can be a real nuisance, blocking the roof guttering and storm gullies of our house and neighbouring houses. The tree has grown in such a way that it
is starting to push into the boundary fence. Damage to the fence could become a costly issue if it breaks or if the boundary has to be re-aligned due
to the tree trunk/roots growing into the neighbouring property.

The walnuts that fall from the tree also create many issues. They are very small and not nice to eat, however rats love them. Rats collect the nuts
and bring them into the ceiling/attic. The rats roll them around in attic at night, trying to crack the shells open. This disturbs everyone’s sleep and
means we have to resort to rat poison to get rid of them, which can be very toxic to human health. The falling walnuts, if not collected in time, rot on
the ground and create a real mess.

Ourselves and the neighbours are looking forward to this tree being taken off the list of scheduled trees, as it means we will be able to prune/trim it
when necessary. The tree has outgrown its space here, is dangerous and a health hazard.

We do not wish to attend before the Panel and speak to these concerns, however if absolutely necessary we could make arrangements.

Kind regards,
Kate Thomas
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