
23 August 2016 
 
Re Listed trees at 2 Hawthornden Road  
 
 
I seek leave to make a late submission in response to the submission by Warner 
Tree Care on behalf of the Civic Trust. I only received a copy of this submission 
today. 
 
That submission argues that the listed status be maintained on all 19 trees in 
question on the basis that they meet the mediated agreement criteria for 
structure, health and form. 
 
I note that the mediated agreement criteria are materially lower than those 
proposed by the City Council’s arborist, Shane Moohan, and that this suggests 
that there is no universally agreed standard for criteria for listing. 
 
However, the main point I wish to make is in response to the statement 
“with careful use of reduction techniques, future management to avoid flight 
path intrusion should be achievable without undue negative effects on the health 
and viability of the trees”. The submission is mute on the subject of who would bear 
the cost of this careful management.  
 
In an earlier submission I estimated the cost of topping trees at between $3,000 
and $5,000 per tree on the basis that they would be topped heavily to minimize 
the frequency with which this needs to be done. Obviously, the higher that 
arborists are required to climb in order to remove smaller branches in 
accordance with the specified “careful use of reduction techniques” the more 
expensive the topping becomes and my arborist estimates that some of these 
trees could cost up to $10,000 to top on a far shorter cycle. 
 
I submit that this would impose an intolerable cost of ownership on us and any 
future owner of the property. The obvious consequence of this would be a 
material reduction in the value of the property. I submit that it is unreasonable to 
impose such a high cost on private citizens to preserve trees whose only 
significance is that they are big and occasionally old- neither the council nor the Civic 
Trust have made any claims about the historic significance of any of these trees. 
 
Yours truly, 
Stephen Montgomery	


