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INTRODUCTION 

1. My full name is Tony Douglas Milne.  I am Director of Rough and Milne Landscape Architects 

Limited. My qualifications are a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture.  I am a registered 

member of the New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects Inc. and have 21 years’ 

experience in the field of Landscape Architecture. I am a member of the Resource 

Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc.  

2. I am authorised to provide this brief of evidence on behalf of the Medbury School Board of 

Trustees.  Since 2012 I have been involved with preparing and implementing a Landscape 

Strategy Plan for Medbury School.  This has included the development of the Medbury Green 

(sports field), associated site frontage and trees, a new teaching block, and planting sections 

of the Waimairi Stream which forms the northern boundary of the site. 

3. I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained in the 

Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I agree to comply with it.  I confirm that I have 

considered all the material facts that I am aware of that might alter or detract from the 

opinions that I express, and that this evidence is within my area of expertise, except where I 

state that I am relying on the evidence of another person.  I have not omitted any facts known 

to me that may be material in influencing my evidence. 

4. In the course of preparing my evidence I have perused the following: 

 Evidence of Ms Jenny Moore 

 Evidence of Mr Edward Sard 

 Evidence of Mr Alan Matheson, including replacement appendices filed on 1 August 

2016 

 Evidence of Mr Shane Moohan 

 Evidence of Mr Bradley Caldwallader 

 Evidence of Ms Helen Lowe 

 Evidence of Mr Michael Ostach 

 Revised Proposal Schedules (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 28198191 v1 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

5. By letter dated 24 June 2016, and received from the Independent Hearings Panel, 14 trees 

(tree ID numbers T546 – T559) at 109 Clyde Rd were proposed to be added back in to the 



Schedule of Significant Trees, whereby, on behalf of Medbury School we requested to have 

our concerns heard.  We then received, and reviewed Councils Revised Proposal for Topic 9.4 

Significant Trees as provided in the redline version issued on 26 July 2016, within which all 14 

trees were proposed to be removed. We have now received, and reviewed Councils Revised 

Proposal for Topic 9.4 Significant Trees as provided in the 29 July/1 August version.  It is my 

understanding, four trees (Tree ID Numbers T546, T548, T549 and T558) of the 14 are now 

proposed to be retained within the Schedule of Significant Trees. 

6. The Medbury School Board of Trustees oppose the recommended retention of the Cedrus 

libani, Cedar of Lebanon (#T549), as listed within the Revised Proposed Significant Tree 

Schedule (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 28198191 v 1 as per Appendix A to Mr Matheson’s evidence in 

chief. 

7. The Medbury School Board of Trustees supports the recommended retention of the following 

trees: 

i. Nothofagus solandri ‘cliffortioides’, Mountain Beech (#T546) 

ii. Dacrycarpus dacrydioides, Kahikatea (#T548) 

iii. Quercus palustris, Pin Oak (#T558); 

as listed within the Revised Proposed Significant Tree Schedule (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 

28198191 v 1 as per Appendix A to Mr Matheson’s evidence in chief. 

8. The Medbury School Board of Trustees supports the recommended removal of the 

remaining 10 trees (T547, T550, T551, T552, T553, T554, T555, T556, T557 and T559) as 

listed within the Revised Proposed Significant Tree Schedule (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 

28198191 v 1 as per Appendix A to Mr Matheson’s evidence in chief. 

9. The Medbury School of Trustees supports the changes to the provisions for pruning and felling 

of Significant Trees (Appendix A, 9.4.3.2.1 Permitted Activities - Trees, P1 and P6), and the 

definition of “minor pruning”. 

BACKGROUND 

10. There are approximately 170 existing trees growing within the Medbury School grounds.  

These were surveyed by Lancewood Urban Forestry Ltd in 2013, following which a detailed 

inventory and scheduled tree work programme was established. The majority of the trees are 



located around the periphery of the school grounds, especially concentrated along Waimairi 

Stream.  

11. There exist a wide range of native tree species, exotic deciduous species, and exotic evergreen 

conifers, some of which are located in prominent positions near buildings or adjacent streets. 

The majority of the trees have been identified as being healthy in condition, with over 80 

semi-mature to mature exotic and native trees at 10m or higher.  

12. The School acknowledges that many of these trees contribute greatly to the School’s visual 

amenity and landscape character, as well as providing habitat. As part of the School’s long 

term landscape strategy and vision it is proposed that the majority of these are retained.  

13. However, in order to develop the school’s facilities following the Canterbury Earthquakes, as 

well as to improve the functional use of the grounds, some trees have been identified to be 

removed in a staged manner. While a number of these trees are in good condition at present, 

the long-term strategy identifies the need to consider successional replacement of these trees 

as they decline and potentially become hazardous. This process includes planting replacement 

trees prior to the removal of those which are considered to be declining, to establish a new 

framework of trees.  

SPECIFIC TREE COMMENTS – CEDRUS LIBANI, CEDAR OF LEBANON #T549 

14. The Cedrus libani grows adjacent to the south east corner of the Schools Headmasters 

residence. To realise the future potential of the Medbury School site, the Headmasters 

residence is being relocated and the current building has been identified for redevelopment as 

part of the Schools master plan process.  

15. It is my opinion that the scheduling of this tree would potentially impact on the planned re-

building plans for Medbury School.  While I acknowledge the value of this tree in regard to its 

threatened species status, I am of the opinion that in the context of the Schools setting, with 

approximately 170 trees measured and inventoried, the removal of the Cedrus libani will not 

result in a significant loss of amenity and landscape value within the Medbury School site. 

16. Futhermore, given this tree has been assessed to have an estimated service life of 21-30 years, 

and given the Schools commitment to developing its grounds for future generations, it is my 

view this tree should be removed from the Schedule of Significant Trees as proposed by 

Council. 



17. Additionally, in my view the changes to the provisions for pruning and felling of Significant 

Trees (Appendix A, 9.4.3.2.1 Permitted Activities - Trees, P1 and P6), and the definition of 

“minor pruning” allowing greater provision for management of Significant Trees within the 

Schools grounds. 

 

Tony Milne 

3 August 2016 


