
Topic 9.4 – Significant Trees – Tree Number T777: Fagus sylvatica (European Beech) – 416 Ilam 

Road 

18 July 2016 - Submission from Graeme & Carole McDonald, 416 Ilam Road – Owners of the 

Property 

 

Relief Sought:  Removal of the protected tree at 416 Ilam Rd from the Schedule of Significant Trees 

as per the threshold assessment decision notified to us in August 2015 

 

Reasons: 

We believe the original assessment and decision to remove the tree from the protected list was a 

fair and reasonable decision based on the many factors that cause the said tree on our property to 

cause us unnecessary hardship and expense.  As well as having a detrimental effect on our lives. 

When we purchased our home 17 years ago, the tree was significantly smaller.  We consulted a CCC 

approved arborist who informed us that the tree was fully grown and unlikely to grow any larger.  

This was not the case.  The tree canopy has grown both taller and wider and now extends over the 

house and back yard to nearly the full section width.  This is despite regular council approved 

pruning.  The trunk has increased in size to now cross two other neighbouring boundaries.  We had 

to rebuild part of the fence on the neighbour’s side, outside of the legal boundary, due to such 

growth. 

The tree is a park size (Hagley Park) specimen.  Not particular highly rated or exceptional.   Under the 

old rating system it only just earned enough points for protection.  There are quite a few European 

Beech trees around Christchurch including in more suitable places like parks and reserves.  Our 

understanding is that the original request for being put on the register was not made by the home 

owner or anyone who lived near to it or a person who had to put up with the issues it creates. 

This tree is sited on the eastern side of our section, within 6 metres of our home, beside the kitchen 

and main living areas of our home.  This blocks a large amount of morning sun to our living areas 

causing these important areas to be dark and cold.  It also creates a wind tunnel as the easterly is 

forced down under the canopy and against the house and yard. 

The backyard is the main outdoor area of our home.  For a large amount of the day the outdoor area 

is entirely shaded.  The effect of the tree where it is sited and the lack of sunshine raises the 

following issues: 

 Difficulty in drying washing 

 Restricted growth in our vegetable garden 

 Shrubs and trees grow tall and scraggly as they search for light 

 Limited warm areas for outdoor seating/living 

 When the tree is in full foliage the weight of the leaves and nuts lower the branches further 

down towards our house and garden 

 It is in leaf from September until at least May 

 Every second year the tree forms nuts. In spring, first it drops fine seed covers, then the nuts 

form in a hard case and the weight lowers the canopy for most of summer. Gradually these 

fall from late summer into autumn.  A large amount of seeds and sharp nut covers fall over 
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the roof, gutters and garden areas.  These are painful to walk on and extremely difficult to 

easily remove. 

 Finally in late autumn we get the fall of leaves. 

 After pruning the tree puts all its effort into growing dense growth at the ends of branches 

 Branches of varying sizes fall regularly on to areas 

 Family allergies to leaf mould 

 Lichen and mould grow on paths, decks and the house roof 

 Branches growing above and close to chimney require regular attention due to fire hazard 

There is a significant cost both of time and finances to us and our neighbours in having this tree 

protected on our residential site. 

 To do any pruning we must use a registered arborist 

 We need resource consent to undertake anything other than superficial pruning. (unable to 

do this ourselves due to the height) The application for consenting takes time and money 

 Very limited pruning allowed under the council regulations 

 Maintenance to clear the leaves, branches and nuts from garden, driveways, decks, roof and 

gutters 

 Cost of removal of foliage, green waste both is time and money 

 Lichen, moss, mould removal 

We also had a problem with the ‘Colorsteel’ roof guarantee being voided when we re-roofed due to 

the tree canopy over the roof, however this and the above remains insufficient reason to date for 

the CCC to permit us to lift the tree canopy well above the roof.   

Importantly the tree now has a detrimental effect on the value of our property and our ability to sell 

it. 

The community amenity value is limited.  This tree is not publically visible from the road nor is it 

particularly attractive (canopy shaped by the easterly).  There is a limited view of it except for close 

neighbours. 

Seventeen years ago when the tree did not cover our section and house we were comfortable with 

it.  However now it is too large for the location creating a loss of amenity value to ourselves and our 

neighbours.   

We were pleased to have the tree removed from the register so we could attempt to have it pruned 

to a greater extent than that which we are currently allowed and to make decisions which are 

relevant to those living within its immediate proximity. 
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