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INTRODUCTION 

1. My full name is Tony Milne.  I am Director of Rough and Milne Landscape Architects Limited. 

My qualifications are a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture.  I am a registered member of the 

New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects Inc. and have 21 years’ experience in the field 

of Landscape Architecture. I am a member of the Resource Management Law Association of 

New Zealand Inc.  

2. I am authorised to provide this brief of evidence on behalf of Science Alive Investments 

Limited.  Since 2015 I have been involved with preparing a Landscape Strategy and Master 

Plan for the new Science Alive Centre (the current law courts site bounded by Durham Street 

North, Armagh Street and Chester Street West).  This has included the retention of a number 

of trees on site, for both amenity and landscape value reasons.  

3. I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained in the 

Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I agree to comply with it.  I confirm that I have 

considered all the material facts that I am aware of that might alter or detract from the 

opinions that I express, and that this evidence is within my area of expertise, except where I 

state that I am relying on the evidence of another person.  I have not omitted any facts known 

to me that may be material in influencing my evidence. 

4. In the course of preparing my evidence I have perused the following: 

 Evidence of Ms Jenny Moore 

 Evidence of Mr Edward Sard 

 Evidence of Mr Alan Matheson, including replacement appendices filed on 1 August 

2016 

 Evidence of Mr Shane Moohan 

 Evidence of Mr Bradley Caldwallader 

 Evidence of Ms Helen Lowe 

 Revised Proposal Schedules (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 28198191 v1 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

5. By letter dated 24 June 2016, and received from the Independent Hearings Panel, one tree 

(tree ID number T415 – Alnus glutinosa [Common Alder]) at 85 Armagh Street was proposed 

to be added back in to the Schedule of Significant Trees, whereby, on behalf of Science Alive 



Investments Limited we requested to have our concerns heard.  We then received, and 

reviewed Councils Revised Proposal for Topic 9.4 Significant Trees as provided in the redline 

version issued on 26 July 2016, within which T415 was proposed to be removed.  

6. We have now received, and reviewed Councils Revised Proposal for Topic 9.4 Significant Trees 

as provided in the 29 July/1 August version.  It is my understanding, T415 is proposed to be 

removed, as listed within the Revised Proposed Significant Tree Schedule (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 

28198191 v 1 as per Appendix A to Mr Matheson’s evidence in chief.   

7. Science Alive Investments Limited support the recommended removal the Alnus glutinosa 

(#T415), as listed within the Revised Proposed Significant Tree Schedule (Appendix 9.4.5.1) – 

28198191 v 1 as per Appendix A to Mr Matheson’s evidence in chief. 

BACKGROUND 

8. There are several trees growing on the site, two of which are listed in the Schedule of 

Significant Trees as notified in August 2015.  These are a Horse Chestnut (Aesculus 

hippocastanum) and a Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica). There are several other trees on the 

new Science Alive Centre site that we have identified to remain as part of the redevelopment. 

These trees offer significant aesthetic and historic qualities, contributing greatly to the visual 

amenity, landscape character and landscape value of the site. 

9. As part of the redevelopment of the site, it is proposed to establish a stronger dialogue with 

the landscape and cultural values associated with the Avon River.  To that effect native plant 

species, along with access to the water’s edge is proposed. Therefore, in time, a new and 

dynamic landscape character will evolve. 

THE COUNCIL’S REVISED THRESHOLD FOR SCHEDULING 

10. To realise the future potential of the new Science Alive Centre site, and to allow more 

effective, less costly management of other Significant Trees on the site, I am of the opinion 

the Council Revised Proposal for Topic 9.4 Significant Trees as provided in the redline version 

issued on 26 July 2016, should be adopted and approved.     

11. In accordance with this criteria the Significant Tree (T415) at 85 Armagh Street that was 

proposed to be added back in to the Schedule of Significant Trees, would be excluded as per 

Appendix B of the memorandum.  It is my opinion that this will not result in a significant loss 

of amenity and landscape value within the new Science Alive Centre site. 



12. Additionally, in my view the changes to the provisions for pruning and felling of Significant 

Trees (Appendix A, 9.4.3.2.1 Permitted Activities - Trees, P1 and P6), and the definition of 

“minor pruning” allowing greater provision for management of Significant Trees by private 

landowners are appropriate. 

 

Tony Milne 

3 August 2016 


