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 I, JAN RAONI HAMMER, state: 
1. My full name is Jan Raoni Hammer. I live in Christchurch. I am an arborist and a 

director of Four Seasons Tree Care Otautahi Limited.  
2. I have read and agree to comply with the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses that 

forms part of the Environment Court of New Zealand Practice Note 2014. I have 
not omitted to consider material facts known that might alter or detract from the 
opinion I express herein. The opinion falls within my expertise. 

3. I was engaged by the Westall Trust to provide an arborist assessment of three trees 
at 104 Glandovey Road, Christchurch, that are currently protected under the 
Christchurch City Plan, being a copper beech, a coast redwood and a camperdown 
elm. 

4. Annexed hereto is a true copy of my assessment dated 1 August 2016. I confirm its 
contents are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. It sets out my engagement, 
expertise, the assessment process and my opinion. My assessment is to the effect that: 
(a) the camperdown elm is unsuitable in it is location in the landscape and has a 

very poor shape; 
  (b) the coast redwood has a below average shape and is of poor suitability in the 

landscape;  
(c) if those trees are retained, they will both need significant work; 
(d) the copper beech needs significant pruning and thinning for its health and to 

reduce the shading of the house. This could include a crown reduction of 
15%. The fee estimate for the work on that tree is $2,000. 

 
Jan Raoni Hammer  
1 August 2016 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 I Jan Raoni Hammer have been director of Four Seasons Tree Care Otautahi Limited since 

2003. I am a level four Arborist, certified in July 2014. I also hold an International Society 

of Arboriculture Tree Risk Assessment Qualification gained in New Zealand in April 2016. I 

undertake tree pruning, removal, transplanting and assessment. My work has included 

undertaking work on protected trees in Christchurch. 

 

1.2 I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses that forms part of the Environment 

Court of New Zealand Practice Note 2014. I have not omitted to consider material known 

facts that might alter or detract from the opinions I have expressed in this report. This 

report falls within my expertise. 

 

1.3 This report was commissioned by the Westall Trust, following an introduction by Mr Robert 

Watson, landscape architect. 

 

1.4 The purpose of this report is to express an opinion regarding the three protected trees on 

the property and to comment if my assessment differs from that of Treetech on 15 

December 2014. This report also provides recommendations for the maintenance and 

management of the trees. 

 

1.5 My assessment has included visiting the property with James Wilding at 11.15am 4 July 

2016, reading the submission dated 3 June 2016 from the Westall Trust to the Independent 

Hearings Panel and reading the Treetech assessments of 15 December 2014. 
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2.0 The Site 
 

2.1 There are 3 protected trees on the property. They are: 

 

1. Ulmus glabra camperdownii – Camperdown Elm 

 

2. Sequaia sempervirens – Coastal Redwood 

 

3. Fagus sylvatica – Copper Beech Tree 

 

2.2 Figure 1 is an aerial photograph. It shows the property with current buildings and trees. 

The protected trees assessed in this report are marked 1 to 3, corresponding with the 

above numbers. 

 

Figure 1 Aerial photograph 

 

 
 
 

3.0 The Trees 
 

3.1 A Level 1 Inspection was carried out from the ground using non-invasive visual tree 

assessment methods. It involved a close visual inspection of each of the trees and 

considering their location on the site. 

 

3.2 A level 1 inspection can usually identify the main characteristics of a tree including basic 

remedial action required. Sometimes a more detailed assessment can be recommended. 



 

4 | P a g e  
` 

 
Four Seasons Tree Care (Otautahi) Ltd Tree Report 1 August 2016 

3.3 Ulmus glabra camperdownii – Camperdown Elm – This is shown in Figures 2 to 4. 
 

a. Location and suitability in the landscape: Treetech have stated the location rating as 

50 meaning fair and the suitability in the landscape as 30, meaning poor. The Elm is 

competing with the canopy of the Copper Beech Tree. It is too close to it and as a 

result it is misshapen. In my opinion this is a poorly located tree. Because of its location 

it is not suitable for the landscape. The species would be suitable if it was better 

located. 

 

b. Shape: Treetech have stated the shape is 30, meaning the rating of poor. In my opinion 

this tree has a very poor shape. A Camperdown Elm should be a umbrella shaped 

specimen tree, with branches falling fairly evenly and naturally around its perimeter. 

 

Because of the encroachment and shading of the Copper Beech Tree the tree has 

been prevented from growing on one side. The Elm crown is acentric. This is shown 

in Figures 2 and 4. Figure 4 was supplied by the client. I was advised it was taken in 

summer of 2016. The shape will get worse as the Copper Beech grows. 

 

c. The tree also has some dead branches. 

 

d. Treetech rate the visibility of the tree as poor. Their report says it is 10 metres high. It 

is set back in the lawn, behind a fence. It is in a built up area. It cannot be seen from 

more than approximately 500m on the northern side of Glandovey Road, which is the 

furthest visible line of sight. Because of the dominance of the Copper Beech it is not 

very obvious. It has very poor visibility compared to many trees on the property and 

in the area. 

 

Figure 2 – Elm     Figure 3 - Elm 
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e. The Elm is deciduous and so has no leaves over the winter season. This means it is less 

visible in the winter. 

 

f. One major branch of the Elm is below walking height. The lawn under it has 

significantly died off. If the branch is removed so the lawn can be walked under the 

tree will have an even worse shape. 

 

 

Figure 4 - Elm 
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3.4 Sequaia sempervirens – Coastal Redwood 
 

a. Treetech have stated the tree is in fair health giving it a score of 50. In my opinion it is 

below average health. It has lost its main leader approximately 20 years ago and now 

has co-dominant stems. There are numerous dead tips at the apex. 

 

b. Treetech have stated the shape as 50. It has been pruned on the Idris Road side, I 

expect for road safety, up to approximately 6 metres. This is shown in Figure 5. It 

makes it uneven at the lower level. Because of that and the issues referred to above I 

put the shape as below average. 

 

c. Treetech state its suitability in the landscape as 30, meaning poor. Coastal redwoods 

are a poor choice for residential sections. This is because they grow large and retain 

their needles. 

 

 

Figure 5 - Redwood 
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3.5 Fagus sylvatica – Copper Beech Tree 
 

a. The client is not disputing the protection of this tree. It needs significant pruning and 

thinning for its health and to reduce shading of the house. Shading is shown in photos 

supplied by the client (Figures 6 and 7). The shading was apparent when I visited. I 

went inside the house and it was shaded in part on both levels. 

Figure 6 House showing shading 

 

Figure 7 – House showing shading 
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4.0 Recommendations 
 

Ulmus glabra camperdownii – Camperdown Elm 

Asset ID GIS 3728 

 

a. This has a number of poorly pruned branches and deadwood that can be rectified by 

correct pruning. 

 

b. The branch that extends below walking height should be removed. Smaller branches 

below that level can be pruned. 

 

c. Removal of this tree will benefit the Copper Beech. Over time, the encroachment will 

get worse. 

 

d. You have not asked us to provide an estimate of cost for this work. 
 

 

Sequaia sempervirens – Coastal Redwood 

Asset ID GIS 3727 

 

a. The branches on the western side of tree can be lifted to 6 metres to equal out the 

pruning over the road. 

 

b. Dead or damaged branches should be pruned. 

 

c. Because of the size of this tree, the pruning will be of branches more than 50mm in 

diameter. 

 

d. An aerial inspection would help identify possible causes of the tip die back. 

 

e. You have not asked us to provide an estimate of cost for this work. 
 

 

Fagus sylvatica – Copper Beech Tree 

 

a. There does not appear to be a history of pruning. The crown could be thinned and 

crown reduced by 15% to allow light to pass through to the house and to remove 

deadwood. 

 

b. You have asked us to provide an estimate of cost for this work. Our fee is estimated 

to be $2,000. This does not include any costs associated with obtaining consent. 

 

c. This tree will require pruning annually to avoid re-shading of the house. 

 
J.R Hammer 

Managing Director 

Four Seasons Tree Care 


